THE CONFESSION © 
of Faith, comeining how rhe troubled 
man ſhould {cckerefuge ar his God, 


* Thereto led byfaith: with the declaratio of fthe 


article of wrſtification at length . The order of 


good worker which are the frunes of faith: And = 
how the fairh, ful and iuſtificd man, ſhould walke «+ * 

and linen the peri , and true Chriſtian » © 
| | religion, according to hrs vocation. 
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1O THE RIGHT 
Honourable , and Verruous Ladie, 


Al1isonN SANDIL ANDs,Lady of 


Hormiſtoun : Thomas Vantrother, pj 
her humble Seruitour; wiſherh grace, | 
and peace,in (rift Teſus. 
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HileI confide;,(Noble La 
dy) how thatafter the miſe- 
rable faccage of TER vSA- 
W LEM, vtter wrake and overthrow of 
., the cietieand temple thereof; Tamen- 
table leading rill , and being in capti- 
uitie of the Iewes, and to Feepetek 
man , the ynrecouecrable delolation 
of that whole common weale, ha- 
| uing noweas 1t were, lying ſo many 
years deadly buried: yet atthelaſt,be- 
tides their delinerance,* which was 
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moſt woderful, how I fay that wher- 


- intheirgreareſt beaurie, / Tax higheſt 
felicitie cuzr did ſtand : yea, the onely 
glorie wherein any people.could cx- 
cell,thatis, the Jawe ofGod giuen by 
MOYSES, was found out amongeſt 
the'old-8% deſperate ruines,vndeſtroy- 
ed,ynuiolatc and ſafely preſerued, as 
15 to beeſcene by the holy hiſtorie 2. 
Chro. 34.2:King. 22.I ca not bur ac- 
knowledgethe wonderful prouidece 
& excceding great mercy of our god, 
4n prcſeruing fromtymeto tyme, his 
bleſſed Jaw and word, wherein onely 
conſiſterh the glorie & felicitic of his 
church ypon @ face ofthis carth;fr6 
deprauation,corruption, anddeſtruc- 
rron,in whatſocuer extreamedagers : 
howlocucr the blinde papiſtes cannot 
ſeethis,withoura viſible & gliſtering 
ſucceksio of a Church, to dothe fame. 
The like rn alion whercof! now Hh n 
c 
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the whole budy ofthe ſcripture, now 

in ſome parts or portions of thelame: 

'rhe hiſtories of rymes and memorics 

of men do recorde: {o that Gods care- 

full prouidece: & mercytul preſerua- wy 

tion hath alwayes becne bent herea+ 

| way. Andif itbelclomero compare 
{mall,baſc, and litle thinges,vnto luch 

asare great, highe,and mightie: ſurely 

there was a cettein prettic, learned,and 

odly treatiſe, compyled by adiuine 3"? 


Balnauese 
wier, and honourable ſeſsioner of 


the kings mateſtie, his ſe{Sion and pu- 
1 blicke Counſell, which through the 
'|*  A4niuries oftime,negligece of keepers, 
oreat and carctull diſtractions of the 
author,was ſo loſt,and to the opinion 
ofall periſhed,that being carneltly co- 
ueted, greatly deſired, and carctully 

; ſought == and ſearched our by ſome 
good, godly, andlearned, as vin 
|» _ domeintelligence of the authors tra- 
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uels in that part: yet ir could never beg 
had, as deſperate at any tyme to haue 
beeneable to bee recouered : yntill ro 
mans appearance of mere chance, but 
moſt aſſuredly by the mercyfull pro- 
uidence of our God, a certeine godly, 
and zealous gentleman, priuy to the 
delires of ſomethat ſo earneſtly coue- 
red it, being inthe rowne of Hor- 
miſtoi in Lothiane, findeth the ſame 
in the handes ofa child, as it were ſer- 
uing tothe childeto playe him with, 
and ſo receaued and recouered the 
theſame. And asthis treatiſe was a 
prettie, & gentill ſtrand ofthe aboun- 
dant fountaine of the ſcriptures: why 
might ir not in this point auour of 
the own yaR0s. 2 ng, & beginning? 
why might notthe birth inſuch a caſe 
follow = natureand conditio ofthe 


womb? & why might notthedaugh+ 


rer this farre cuca reſeble the mother, 
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DEDICATORIE. 
or be ofthe ſame fortune, & as it Were 

ſubie&, tothe ſame faralitie with her. 
Wherefore, this treatiſe comming to 
my handes , as a finguler token ofthe 
finders louing kindnes , and liberall 
will,and aftetion towards mec,con- 
ſidering the worthines, vulitie, com- 
Pencnogs learning , and finguler god- 
ines thereof: I could not, either bee 
ſo intque to the honourable fame of 


 thegodly author : either ſo ingrate to 


the louing propiner, and offererynto 


- mee, either enuious to the common 


wealth of chriſtianitic,or ſacrilegious 
towards God, in ſuppreſsing his glo- 
ricin this point,as notto commir the 
ſame by my trauell, to alongerand 
more laſtie memorie: that ſo 1n'this 
raritic of truſtic and faithfull hand- 
maides,and great ſtore of reaſonable 
dealing ofvile hyrelings:This lawful 
& louing daughter __ afrer a ma- 
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nerand ſome what ancillat or famu- 
lat ( foto ſpeake itafterthelatines ) to 
rhe owne mother, that is,to the ſcrip- 
tures), whereofſhce loweth and pro- 
ceedeth. And ſurely nota fewe, nor 
ſmall reaſons moned mee to vrrer the 
ſame(worſhipful Lady)vnder the ſha- 
dow of your name, andas ir werede- 
Weatit, atleaſt my paines and trauels 


1n ſetting itout, vnto-yolp honour. 
For, it being found and reconercd in 
yourground and holding, andatfter a 


madner being the birth thereof: who 
canſo wmltly as yee'nowe and yours 
challenge the right of the ſame,after 
Gods calling to Yi mercies, the An- 
thor:Itis alſo a work bredd8: broghr 
forth in tharaffliftion, and baniſhmer 
for Chriſts fake, inthe which yecdid 
breedeand'bring forth your deareſt 
children/It is the worke ofa faithfull 
brother and moſt truſtieConſclour 
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participant ofall che atfiQtios, 8con- 
tinuing conſtantrto the end,and inthe 
cnd. Itis ſuch, that whenas itwas (I 
wotnot howe)negligently letten bee, 
amongeſt the handes of babes to play 
them with, it was through gods pro 
uidencerecouered by that godly gen- 
tleman, your act ſecretarie. Tt richers 


was by that notable ſeruant of God, ry wan 


whomethe Larde, your Huſband of 


= 


"a  ll_o ow a.>. a. 


godly memoric, and yeedideuer fo 
ductifully reuercce, and he fo fatherly 
& chriſtiancly lone you', fo carneſtly 
cared for,& lo diligetly ſought out,& 
inquired of, that it might be preſerued 
fro periſhingas almoſt nothing more. 
Andas the booke of the law found in 
chetEple by Gods prouidece,was pre- 
ſented roI 0514S, to renew again the 
couenit berwixt God,and his people, 
& to bring the againe vnder his right 


obedicnce, andfoiidthem in his true 


Av 
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knowledgeand worſhipping, which 
all now along time had beene pur in 


obliuion: who wot, butthe like is re- 


ſembled and ſhadowed to you, and 
giucn you to ynderſtande and learne 
1n finding this pendicle of Gods lawe, 
and word in your dwelling, that yee 
and yours maybe put in mind of your 
duety towardes God, conſtantly to a- 
bydeby his trueth , andto ſee that hee 


beetruely ſerucd in your dominion, 


that yec and yours thus firſt ſeeking 
the kingdomeofgod,& righteouſnes 
thereof,then all other things may bee 
caſt ynto you: incaſe yec or they faile 
inſodoing, it may be a teltimonica- 
gainſt you or them,that God.hath of- 
tered him ſelfeut to be found by you, 
& 1n your groiid,and yet ye have not 
rightly regarded him. Surely, theſe 
with other reaſons, beſides my ductic 


towards your honour, moued meto 
out 
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ſet out this ſmall worke chiefly vnder 
your name. Thevrilitie whereof (I 
doubt not) ſhall be found ſo profita- 
ble,che dceliteſo pleaſant, the dignitie 
ſo excelle, that whoſocuer readerh ir, 
ſhall find them greatly commodat,by 
the goodnes of godrthe foiitain there- 
of, ioyfully dclited by the author or 
writer, honorablie Send throgh 
your meane, whereby they inioye Ge 
vſcofit. Now asto that,that reſts,god 
eaer preſerue your Ladyſhip,& yours 
in his true feare, graſit you good days 
es,and long life,to the furtherance and 
aduancement of his glory,the helping 
_ tothebuilding vp of the worke 
of his Church, and your, 
cternall conforr. 
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IOHN KNOX, THE 
bound Scruant of IEsvs crnisT, 
ento his beſt beloued brethren , of the con- 
pregation of the Caſtle, of $. eAndrewer, 
And to all profeſſours of Chriſts true Fuane 
gelldefireth grace,mercy,@ peace, frons 


Goa the Fathey , with perpernall con- 
ſolation of the holy ſpurite, 


TY Leſled bee God, the father of our 
lord Iefus Chriſt, whoſe infinite 
goodnes and incomprehenlible 
wifdome,in cuery age ,ſo fruſtrats the 
purpoſe, & makerh of none efteR, the 
{l! bo of Sathan,thattheſamerhings, 
which appeareto be extreme deſtruc- . 
tio,cothe4uſt,and dinage tothe ſmall 
flocke of clus Chriſt, by all mens ex- 
pectarion(yea,andſathan himfelte)by 
the mercy of, our good God,aretur- 


688.37. 
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nedto thelaude,praiſe,& gloric ofhis 
own name, vulitie & {inguler profite 
of his congregatio,andto thepleaſure 


- confort, and aduancement of the that 


ſuffer . How the name of the oncly li- 
uing God;hath becne magnified inall 
ages .by theuy which were ſoretrou- 
bled,by perſecution of tyrants, exiled 
fromthcir owne countrey,long were 
to rehearſe. Y ct one or two principall 
will wee touche, for probation _— 


words forc{aid: Sathan moucd the ha- 
tred ofthe reſtof his brethren, againſt 
yoiigIoSEPpH: To Lou Golpro- 
miſed honours ; and authoritic,aboue 
his brethren and parentes. To the im- 
pedimerwhercot Sathan procured, he 


ſhould be ſould,as a boiidmi or ſlaue, 


caried ina {tranoe cofitrie:where ma- 


. . O . . 
ny yeares iniuſtly, hee ſuffered impri- 


ſonment. And ſathan wroughe this,to 


the intent,that hewhuch reproued the 
wicked- 
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wickednes of his brethren, ſhould pe- 
riſhalrogether.For nothing 15t6fatha 
more noyſome, as thelemeE1n whom 
Godlines, & in whomepuritie 0 
and hatred of WAR furs 2 
they ſhould flooriſh in dominion, or 
authoritie. Butall his Counſels were 
fruſtcate, when by the ſinguler mercy, 
and prouidece of God, IOSEP H was 
exalted in moſt hight honours : made 
principall Gouernour of Ec y e T,by 
P HA RAO,thepotetkingtherokwho 


ingdom, ſhould obey his w1l,& that 
his ſenatours ſhould learne wiſedome 
atthe mouth of TosSBPH.VW hono 
doubt , "_ all ſtudie fer foorth the 
true knowledge, worſhipping, and 
religion of = onely ning God, 
whuch in that colitrey was vynknowe 
before. Andafter cerraine yeares, hee 


reccaucd his father, & brethre in this 


ue in charge, thatall princes of his 6=-4*. . 
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- ameConntrey, whome hee with all 
godlineſſc,and wiſcdome,in the years 
ofhunger,ſuſteined &nouriſhed. And 

Ser.r5. Towas fathi fruſtrate & all his deceate 
Wet. turncdto nought. VV hen (after this) 
god of hisgreat mercy, according to 


Z ABR aHaMyhadplacedthe people of 
b: Iſracl,in the land of C a NA & tw: Sath 
© tocorrupt the rrue religion , which 
Dy. I-Reg.13s _- . CK. 

=XEL they had receaucd fro god by his faith 
by © fullſeruam MOY SES, invented abo- 
Er - minations of Idolatric, vnder the pre- 


$ een rext ofthe true. worſhipping of God; 


And albeit : frequently they Were Fee 
N proued, by.true Prophetes; Yer cuer 


0 hisrightcous mdgeme, was compel- 
©, - Jedropuniſh,firſtFs RA EL;andthere- 
._ aſter I V DA, giungthem inthepow- 


SA Le 


his ownepromis, ſometyme made to 
4 


erſtition prenailed , while God of 


.cxoftheir ennemies,whichtranſlarcd 
themirom their 0Wne COuntreyes: | 
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| Peace bee multiplied with you. Ade- 
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SALMANASER, IsRAEL,ynto ASSY> 
RIA : & NEBVCADNETZAR,IvVDA vnto 
Babylon. Then Sathan belecued the 
true knowledge, and worſhipping of 
God,to haue Sed tor cucr . Buthe 
was farre deceaued, when firſtNEBv= 
CADNETZAR, king of BABYLON, 
& the mightieſtprince intheeatth,8 
after himD AR 1vs,thepotentkingof 
MEDIA, receaueth the true:knows- 
ledge ofthe Lord God , by DANIEL 
the prophet,one of the lame nomber, 
Whiche were tranſported fromtheir 
ownecountrey. And not only recea- 
ucd the kings ( the hauing the whole: 
Empyre in carth)thetrue rel1gjon'of 
rod, but alſo commanded the Sec 

obſcrued by their ſubietes. Forak-: 
terthis manner, it was written: Then 
DaR1vs wroteynta all people, natios 
& toilgs inthe yniucrſal carth;faying: 
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creite is ordeined by mee , thatin my 
yniuerfal Empyre 8& kingdom, all mE 
ſhall feare,dread,and honour the God 
of DANIEL: for he istheliuing & cter- 
nall God for encr. Heis adeliuerer,8 
Sauiour, working ſignes, & wonder- 
full rhinges inheauen & carth, which 
hattideliueredDame! fro the denne of 
lions. Secondly after Darius , the moſt 
proſperous, valiat,8& mighty CrRvs, 
thefrſt'Monarche of the Perſians, % 
Mcdians,not onely of the trueliuing 
God(by the ſame propherte) obteined 
J knowledge,buralſo for finguler affecs 
towhich he bareto the true religio, 
reſtored vnto l1bertie- the peo xe 
Iraell, permitting vntothem to build 
anewtempleof SOLOMON, andto 
reparethe walles of Icrufalem,which: 
by theBabylonians ſomeryme were 
brouyghtto ruine. Andalbeitthat by 
theperpetuall hatred of athan,work+ 
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ing by his, members, ſome years they 
were impedite, yetatthelaſt (to the 
great conſolatio ofall the people)was 
the work finiſhed, where many years 
after, Gods true religio was obſerued, 

Sathan neuer belccucd his purpoſe 
rather to take cffet,theE when after the 
dearth of Ieſus Chriſt , hee moucd the 
princes of the prieſts (who then were 
eſtemed the true church ofgod)toper- 
ſecutethe Apoſtles, and other profel- 
ſours of Chriſts cuangel.For who bc- 
lecued notgreat damnage rofollowe 
the cogregation. VV he atter the death 


of STEVEN(who was ſtoned to death) 2. 


the prokfſours werediſperſed , bani- 
ſhed,and exiled from ITeruſalem. But 
what entres therby tookerhe church 
of god the 11.chap. ofthe Aﬀtes ofthe 
Apoſtles, ſhoweth in theſe wordes : 
,And they whiche were ſcattered a» 
» broad, becauſe of the aiflition that 
B ij 
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,aroſe about STEVE Nwethrough 
, tillthey cameynroPHENIcs and 
, CYeRvsS, and ANTIOCHIA, 
, preaching plainlythe Enangell of Je 
(8 Chriſt. ovm nw7-ED8 
Of theſe, and other teſtimonies of 
the ſcripture, we may cofider ( deare- 
ly beloned brethren) that the infinite 
oodneſle of our Father, turned the 
En thinges, whereby fathan and his 
members intendeto deſtroy , and op- 
preſſe,thetruercligion of God, tothe 
advancemet, and forthſetting thereof. 


And that no leſle in theſe latter, wic- 


ked,and dan gerous dayes, then he did 
ih any age before vs. VV hich thing, 
ſhall openly declare,this godly worke 
ſubſequent. ' The counſell ofſathan in 
the perfetio of vs: firſt was to ſtoppe 
the wholeſome winde of ChriſtsE- 
vangell; ro blow vpo the parts where 
we conuerſeand dell:and ſecondlie, 

oo _ 
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ſo tooppreſſe our {ues by corporall 
afflition , and worldly calamities, 
thatno place ſhould wee findeto god- 
ly ſtudie. But by the great pet 4 wy 
infinite goodneſle of God our father, 
ſhall theſe his counſels be fruſtrate, 8 
yaine. For indeſpiteot him,andall his 
wicked members, ſhall yet that ſame 
word(QO lord,this I ſpeake,confiding 
inthy holy promiſſe) openly bepro- 
claimed in that fame countrey, And **%4 
how that our mercifull farheram6gſt 
theletempeſtuous ſtormes,by all mes 
ex{pettation , he hath prouided ſome 
reſt for vs, as this preſent worke ſhall 
reſtifie: which was ſent to mee in RO- 
ANE;lying in Irons,and foretroubled 
by corporall infirmitie,in a galley,na- 
med Noſtre Dame : by an honourable 
manand faithfull Chriſtian Brother, 
M:Henry Balnaues of Halhill:for che 
preſent,holdenas priſoner (thought 
| "Bj | 
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vniuſtly) inthe old pallaice of ROANE. * 
Which workeafter I had onceagain 
read, tothe great confort and conſo- 
lation ofmy ſpirice: by counſell 8 ad- 
_ uiſcofthetorefaid noble and faithfull 
man, Authour of the ſame worke: I 
thought expediet, itſhould bedigeſt- 
ed in chapters. Andto the better me- 
mory ofthe reader;the cotents ofeuc- 
ry Chap.preponed briefly ynto them: 
with certaine annotati6s,to the more 
inſtruCtion of rhefimple, inthe mar- 
gent:Andalſo that anEpitome of the 
ame work,ſhuld be ſhonly collefted: 
wee haue likewiſe digeſted the ſame 
1a chapters, which follow the worke 
in'place ofa table:which thingT haue 
doneas imbecillitic of ingine, and in+ 
comtmoditicof place wouldpermit: 
Notſomuchto illuſtrate theworke, 
(which inthe ſelfis gpodlyand perfite) 
as fogether with 'the/forcfaid noble 

| man 
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man,and faithfull brother,to giuemy 
confeſsio of the article of iuſtification 
therein contcined: and I beſeech you, 
beloued brethre,carneſtly to conſider 
if wedeny any thing preſently, or yet 
conceale or hide , which any time be- 
fore we profciſed in thatarticle.: And 
now we haue not the caſtle of S.An- 
drew to bee our defece,as ſome of onr 
enemies faſly accuſed ys, faying:Ifwe 
wated our walls, we would not ſpeak 
ſo boldly.But we praythe eternal god, 
that the ſame affeftid, whichnow-8& 
the remained ins, remainewith the 
eternally. The Lorde ſhall indgezifall 
which we ſpak, was not ofputchart: 
haningno reſpect , either toJoueor 
karrod of any perſon, but onelytothe 
word of God, and yeritic of his ſcrip- 
tures, as we muſt anſwereinrhegrear . 
day.ofthe Lorde: where no man ſhall 
haueplacero difſemble. But bleſſed be 
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thatlord whoſe infinite goodnesand 


. /wiſdome, hath tance from vs the occa- 
fion of that{launder;and hath ſhowe 
yntovs that the ſerpent hath power 

only to ſtang the heele : that is ro mo=- 

leſt and trouble the fleſhe, but not to 
moue the ſpiritefrom conſtat adhea- 
ring to Iclus Chriſt, nor publick pro- 

-feingof his true word,O bleſſed bee 

thoucternall farher,which byrthy on- + 

ly mercy,haſt preſerued vs tothis day, 

and prouidedthat the cofclsion of our 
faich, which cuer weedeſired all men 
to hiaue knowe, ſhould by this treatiſc 

come plainely to light. Continue (O 

Lord)and grauntvnto ys;that as now 

-with-þpcn and ink; ſo ſhortly wee may 

.confetſe, with voice-and roung the 

{ame,before thy congregation, vpon 

:whomelooke,OLord God,withthe 

| _— thy mercy, and ſuffer nomore 

arknes to preuaile. I pray you,pardo 
me, 


A Y F , 
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me,beloucd brethre, thaton this max 
ner I digreſic; vehemecy offpirite(the 
lord knoweth, I lyenot( compelleth 
me thereto. The head of Sathan ſhall 
betroaden down, when he belceneth 
ſurely totriumphe. Therefore, moſt 
dearebrethren ((o call I all profeſsing 
Chriſtes Euangell ) continue in that 
purpoſe, which yee haue begunne 
godly , though the battell appeare 

rong , your Captaine is ynexpug= 
nable. ' To him is giuen all power 
in heauen,and carth.Abide,ſtand,and 
call for his ſupport : and fo the enne- 
mies,which now aftraye you, ſhortly 
ſhalbe confounded, and neuer againe 
ſhall appeare to moleſt you. 

\ Conſider, brethren,it is no ſpecula- 
tine Theolog, which defirethtogiue 
you courage, but cue your brother 1n 
afflictio, which partly hath expericce, 
what fathans wrath may doe againſt 

| B Y 


THE EP1STLE:; 


the choſen of God. Reioyle (yer] lay) 
* ſpiritually, 8 bee glad:therime ofthe 
battell is ſhort, but the reward is eter- 
nall. Vicorie is ſure, withouryee liſt 
to fly(which God forbid) tro Chriſt. 
But that ye mayplainly know wherby 
are Sathan and the world ouercome, 
and which are the weapons againſt 
whome they may not ſtand: yce ſhall 
readediligetly , this work llowin 
which, Iamſure, no man hauing c.4 
ſpirite of God,ſhal thinke tedious,nor 
long, becauſe it conteineth nothing, 
- -exceptthevery ſcriptures of God,and 
meditations of his law. VV herein is 
the whole ſtudyofthe godly mi,both 
day and night : knowing thattherein 
are found,onely,wiſedome,prudence, 
libertie,and life. And therefore in rea- 
ding,talking , or meditatis thereof he 
isneuer fariate .Butas for the vngodly, 

#.4 becauſerheir worksare wicked, they 


way 
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may notabidethe light. And therfore 
they abhorreall odly writings thin- 
king them tedious, _ they con- 
teinenotthe legrh ofthe lords prayer. 
Butaccording tothe threatning of E- 
SAY ,theproph. ſaying: becauſethey 
cotemnethe law ofthe lord God, hee 
ſhall cotemnethem. Their harts ſhall 
be indured,in thedaye of anguiſhand 
trouble,they ſhall diſpaire,8 curſerthe 
lord god into their harts. They ſhalbe 
nobred to the fword,& intheſlaugh- 
rer ſhall they fall. The ſhal they know 
that their wotks were vaine, and that 
they placed their refuge in lies. Their 
vellinbes ofſpiders webbes(whichar 
their yaine workes)ſhall notabidethe 
force ofthe lords winde: bur they ſhall 
ſtand naked, 8 the workes of iniqui- 
tie intheir handes : to their extreame 


confuſion. And this ſhall apprehend 5&9 


and ouertakethem , becauſethey call 


THE EPISTLE:; 


light,darknes: and darknes light: thar 
which was {weete, they called bitter: 
and by the contrarie, that which was 
bitter,they called {weet:ſceking (alua- 
tion where none was to be found, But 

ee, molt Chriſtian brethren, hum« 

ly I beſeeche, andin the bloud of Ie- 
ſus Chriſt I exhorr, that ye reade dili- 
gently this preſenttreaniſe: Not onely 
' with earneſt prayer, that yee may vn- 
derſtid the ſame aright: butalſo with 
humbleand due thankeſgiuing vnto 
our moſt mercitull father, who of his 
infinite power fo hath ſtrengrthned 
the hartes of his priſoners, that indeſ- 
pite of Sathan, they deſiſt not yer to 
worke,but in the moſt yehemency of 
tribulation, ſeeke the vyrilitie and fal- 
uation of others. 
Itisnot my purpoſe to commend, 
' oraduance this worke with wordes 

(as commonly writers of prophane, 
or 
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or humane ſciece do)ſeceing,the yerity 
by the ſelfe, is onely to be commens 
ded. But onething bouldly I dareaf- 
firme, tharno man, which commerh 
witha godly hart hereto, ſhall paſſe 
from the ſame, without atiſfaftion. 
The firme & weake,ſhall find ſtreght, 
and confort. The rude,andſimple,true 
knowledge, and erudition. Thelear- 
ned,and godly,humblereioycing, b 
the omnipotetſpirite of Teſus Ckiſt 
to whome beeglorie before his con» 
gregation. Amen, 

his worke following, coteineth 


three principall parts. The firſt parte, 


how mi being 1ntrouble,ſhould ſeek 


refugeatGodalone. And thatnaty- 
rally all men 1s ſubie&ro trouble, and 
howe profitable the ſame is, to the 
godly . Laſt,ofthe cruell perſecution 
of Sathan, and his members, againſt 
thechoſenof God, fel 


THE EPISTLE, 


- Theſecod part cotcineth,how mi 
is releaſed of his trouble, by faith and 
hope inthe promiſſes ofgod, &there- 
fore declareth the article of Iuſtifica- 
tion, prouing that faith onely wſti- 
fieth before &d. without all deſer- 
uitg or merite of our workes : cither 
preceeding or following faith: witha 
ſolutio to certaine cotrarie argumets, 
made by the aduerſarics of faith, 8 this 
article :with the true ynderſtading of 
ſuch {criptures,as they alledge for the. 
Thethird and laſt part conteineth 
the fruites of faith, whiche are good 
workes , which euery man ſhould 
worke, according to their owne yo- 
cation,in cuery eſtate. 
| Allthis plainely may be perceaued 
inthelife of our firſt parent ADAM, 
which bytranſgreſsion of Gods com- 
mandement fell in great trouble and 
afflition.From whuch hee ſhould nc- 


uer 


—  — 


THE EPISTLE 


uer haue beene releaſed, without the 

oodnefle of God , had firſt called 

im. And ſecondly, made vnto him 
thepromiſle of his faluation: The 
which ADAM belceuing,beforecuer 
hee wrought good workes , was re- 
puted iuſt. After during all his life, hee 
continued in good workes , ſtriuing 


contrarie Sathan, the worlde, 
and his owne fleſh. 


« THE AVTHOR, VNTO 
THE FAITHFVYLL 


Readers, 


HE loue, fauour, mercy, grace, 
I ju of God the Farther, 


the Sonne, with the illu- 
mination of God the holy Ghoſt, bee 
with youall my welbcloucd brerhre, 
4which thirſte after the knowledge of 
the word ofGod. And moſt ferucntly 


THE EP1STLE. 
defirethe fame, to the augmentation 
& increaſing of the church of Chriſt, 
dayly to flouriſh in godly wiſedome, 
- and ynderſtanding , through faith 
_._ ynfained,cuer working 

by loue.efwen 
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THEI. CHAPTER. 


1 ' what ſhouldbe the ſiudy of man: 
And vuhat man ſhould do intime of 
tribulation. 


S defirous as the wild harr 

[1s(inthe moſt Ton heat tf 

and yehement drouth ) to 

{eeke the could fontaine or 

river of water, torefreſh his 

thirſt : So deſirous ſhould we be ( O lord 

God)roſeeke ynto thee,our Creator , & 

Maker in all ourtroubles and afflitions, 

and ſay with the Proph. Dawid: Where- Pali, 

foreart thou ſadorſorowfull, O thoumy *t* 

ſoule or ſprir, & why troubles thou me: 

belceue and hope ſurely in God, thatis : >/tgs. 

Confidein his mercy, & call toremem- , Glu 

brancethe tyme by paſt, howmercyfull, ;0,, IT" 

helply , & propiciathe hath bene to the 
-—. 
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fathers,and deliuered them of theirtrou- 


- bles: Euenſo ſhall hee do to thee if thou 
«Tn, belccuelt vnfainedly in him,& ſeek bym 
howhe in his worde, not inquiring his name *, 
xg ag what they call him ,nor what ſmilitude, 

forme or ſhape, he is of:for that is forbid- 
den thee in his lawe: hee is thathe is,the 
i... Godof Abraham{ſaac,and lacob,andthe 
ns, God ofthe Fathers, to whome he made 


ofhim ſelf the promis of our redemptis, He would 
hath pow- 


ec,andbe. {how his name no. other wayeto Mer 
ingby Exo,3.chap. but comanded him to paſſe 
all has tothe people of Iſracl:and ſay vntothem 
meirde- he which is*,hath ſend me to you, that is 
life and mynamefrothe beginning,& that ismy 
moulg- memorial fro one generatio to another, 


THETL. CRF AP.” 
i How macomes tothe knowledge of god. 
2* Where ſhold man ſecke Godand how he 


ſhould receane him, (tions, 


3 eAndby whome we ſhould offer our pets- 
I B Y faith are wee taught to knowe 


god the father,makerand creator of 
al, Heauen,Earth,and all creatures, 


whome 


Of FAITH,  - 3 


whom we ſhould belecueto be almigh- 
tic,of infinite power, mercy giuſtice ,and 
goodnes, & that he createdin the begin- 
ning all thing of nought,as the ſcripture 
teacherth vs,Gen,1.,Chap,Andrthat by the Pft32. 
word(whichis the ſone of god)he made 
all thing which is made: whois equallto 
the father in deuine nature and ſubſtance 
without beginning in the boſome of the 
father,which was with godin the begin« 
ning,and was alſo god.And at the por 
ned andpreordinatetime by god the fa- 
ther,was ſend into the world, and made 
man,taking our manly nature and cloa- 
thing him withthe ſame, anddyelled a- 7a. 
mong vs, And afterlong time conuerſing 
amongſt vs, teaching and preaching:the 
realm ofheaue being exerciſedin al tro= 
bles and calamities, inthe which this our 
mortall body is ſubie ( except in only) 
finaly for our ſakes ſuffered the moſt vile &'4 
deart.for our redemption, And roſefrom 
the ſame the 3, daytor our iuftification, 
And after 40. daies aſcended to the hea- ws 
uens,and fitesattheright os of the fa. 
"= 
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ther our aduocat,as teſtifies the holy ſcri- 
- ptures of him, 

And thereafterſend the holie ſpiritto 
1-145. inſtructhis Diſciples of all veritie, as hee 
4 had promiſed of before,who proceeding 

fromthe Father and the Sonne,the third 
Gene.s, perſon of the Trinitie deſcended ypon 
?ſatzoz. the Diſciples in a viſibile figne of tyric 
tounges, by whomeall Creatures is viui- 
ficat ,and hath life,is gouerned,ruled,{u- 
Rained,and c6forted, without the which 
all creatures would turne tonought. 

2 Ofthismanerknowe thy God, three 
Perſons diſtin in one ſubſtance of god- 
head : Confound notthe perſonnes, nor 
deuide not the godhead, Bur belecue 
fearmly & indoubtedly as thou art teach- 
ed inthe Symbole of the Apoltles,and of 
the holy man Athanaſines,confeſled inthe 
boly church of Chriſt. Aſcend no higher 
in the ſpeculati6 of the Trinitic, thi thou 

"hare, Artteachedinthe ſcriptures of God, If 
ve cre> £NOU Wilt haue knowledge ofthe father, 
oo if ſeekhimatthe Sone,*If thou wilt know 
crins the Son, ſeek himat the Father. Fornone 
4 knoweth 


AF. 
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OF FAITH, 
| which Te- 


knoweth the Sone, but the father, & none the 
may com tothe knowledge of the father, ſoanc of 
but by the Sonne, Andalſo Chriſt being war fo 
defired of Phill ,,one of his Apoſtles,to 
ſhowthemthe Father (an{weared: )this 
longtimeT am with you,and ye haue not 
knowen me, { Philkp )he who hath ſeene 
me,hath ſene the Father* beleeucſt thou 7*!4: 
not thatI aminthe father, and the father 

in me.Therefore, what eucrthou defireſt } 


pn *Thatis 
which goodis,lecke the ſame at the ſon: thogh my 


forthe Father hath giuen all thing in his DP 
power: *forthat cauſe chriſt comided ys 5-her 

all co come vntohim,& ſeeing he hath al Ros. 
things giuEto him, and alſo comandeth workthen 
vs all to cometo him: great fooles weare mo 
which ſeeke any other way of the which your pre - 
we are incertaine, either in Heauen or in nr 
Earth: as concerning our faluation, wee ——_— 
are ſurcheloueth vs, & will heare v$,Ac- teach to. 
cording to his promiſe, Greaterloue tha younor 
this ca no man ſhowe,but that he put his done 

| life for his frendes: Yeaverily , we being "4% 3 
his Enemies, he willingly gauc him ſelfe 

to the death,to getys life, andtorecon- 
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cile vsto the Father, Therefore if we will 
haue our thirſt and drouth quenched 8 


forain of liuely water, of the which who 
94 Toeuerdrinketh {ſhall never thirſt, buric 


terto cuerlalting life, 


THE III, CH AP. 
1 The fruit of tribulatio unto the faithful, 
2 God 6 apeculiar father unto the faith- 
full: what care he takes of them, 
and wherfore., 
Tribulationthe ſine of Goas low, 
4 The magement of the wickea,concer- 
ning tribulation,what they do,and 
why they deſparre therein, 


I Ta vehementdrouth and thirſt had 
F462 4 Daxidthchol y Proph.when he ſaid: 
thou a- O god thouar: my God*, of molt might 


rar af and power : therefore Iſecke thee car- 


twolaue Iyinthe morning, with moſt arderdefire 


rs. bes myſoule thriſteth after thee,and myfleih 


cuewyes, defirs thee: great & feruet was this defire 


ofthe holy man as ye may readthe.62.pl. 
which 


-c 


refreſhed, ſeeke ynto Chriſt, whois the. 


ſhalbecohima fontaine of running wa- 


— _ 
— —- 
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OF FAITH, ” 


which teacheth ys howe profitable, hole- 
ſom & comodious thetrobles, afflictiss, 


and incomoditics ofthe world,are to the 88. 


faichfull and godly men. In ſo much that 
the fleſh, which euer of the own nature is 
aduerſarie, & enemy to the ſpirit, draw- 
ing & entifing the ſame frs the true wore 
ſhipping of god,with frequet troubles & 
calamities,is {o brokin and debilitat,that 
it takes peace with the ſpirit, and altoge- 
ther molt feructly ſeeks god(ſaying)bet- 


teris thy goodnes, mercy, & benignitie, - 


the which thou ſhowelt to thy faithfull 


lippes ſhall neuer ceaſe to praiſe thee: O 
happy is that trouble and afflictis,which 
teacheth vs thys way to know our good 
god, & moues this thirſt in our ſoule,that 
we may learn to cry ynto our godas the 


fathers did.O thou my god ( as Daxia & 


ſc Paul fay in diuers places)I giue thanks 2 


flock, the this corporall life: therfore my T/A a, 


( layth Paule )tomy ood for youmy he. 


theren, Howbeit,hee be godto all crea- #H<* 3 


tures by creation: yettothe faithfull he 


is one ſpeciall and peculiar god. , whoſe 5% 
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troubles and afflictions he ſeerth,and ſhal 

5 deliverthemthereof. Euen as he did his 

*  peopleof Iſracll, forth oftke handes of 

| Pharao,without all our deſeruinges or 

merites. :Therfore, let vs not looke vpon 

our.merites, worthines or ynworthines, 

butonlyto his mercy and goodnes, put- 

ting all ourtruſt, hope , and bcliefe into 

him,&.intonoother thing cither in hea- 

uenorearth ,and ſay withthe Prophete 

Damn: O Lordmy firength, I ſhall loue 

P/air7. thee: The Lordis my ſurenes, my refuge, 

397% and my deliuerance:andafter,be vitome 

a God, Defender; and a houſe ofrefuge, 

that thou mayſ(tſaue me:for thou art my 

ſtrength,& for thy names lake,thou ſhale 

lead me and nouriſh me, thatis, I put no 

cofidence in my owne ſtrength, wit,nor 

manly power,but only into thy mercy & 

2-Pe5- goodnes,by the which Tam defended & 

referued tro al cuils;&lead and keeped 

?j«:61-& 1n all goodnes: for thoutakeſt care vpon 
343: 

me,and art my only refuge,and (trength 

vnwinneable in all my troubles and ad- 


uerlities, | wo 2 
Therefore 


_ — 
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Therefore my welbeloued bretheren 3 
lets reioicegreatly of this our litletrou+ yore 
ble and afflitions: and confider them to | 
be good & not euil: the f1gns and tokens 
of the goodwill of God toward vs,& not «wate 
of Ire nor wrath* and receaue them forth »*!l 

. j Fer. 31. 
of his hands,nether of caaunce,accident, prou.z. 
nor fortune:but of his permiſſis and cer- 7+ 


: . APC +3» 
taine purpoſe to our weale,as thetryall, ?/al118 


and exercyſion of our faith, Andthat _ o 
hee puniſheth vs not, that wee bee lolt 
thereby , buttodrawe and prouoke vs to Exch. 18, 
repentance,according tothatſaying, I_ 

will notthe death of aſinner,&c?, Inthe pan 
which he requireth of ys obedi&ce, faith, quires of 
and calling vp6 his name,as the Propher bale 
Damid teacheth vs,ſaying:Cail vpon me tion. 
inthe day of thy trouble, & I ſhal deliver 
thee,and thou ſhalt honor me,thatis:be- 
leeue me euer preſent with them which 
vnfainedly call ypon me, and ſhall not 
abſtraCt my fauor,helpe,and ſupply from 
them: bur ſhall ſodeliuer them that they 
may therfore giue me great thankes and 
praiſe : ForI deſire noother thing of mi, 


Cy 
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Rae, 5, This maner of trouble bringes Patience, 
and Patience,Proute, and Proufe, hope : 
which fruſtrates nor, bur greatly conforts 
the faithfull, 

4 The worldhathanother iudgemet of 
thistrouble, and the wicked man, when 
the ſame happencth to him, hee grudges 
& murmurs contrarie God(ſaying Why 
hath God puniſhtme,what haue I done 
to be puniſht ofthis maner? The gathers 
he in his hart,had Idonthisthing or that 
thing,ſoghtthis remeadyorthatremedy 
theſe thinges had not happened to mc, 
Ando thinkes, that they are come to 
him,either by chaunceor fortune, orne- 
pleQting ofmanly wiſdome : thus he fled 
from god,andturnerhto the help of ma, 
which is vaine. In the which finding no 
remeadie, finally in his wickednefle del- 
paires,for hee can dono other thing , be 
cauſe al things wherin he pur bis truſt 8 

beliete hath left him, and ſo 
reſts no conſola- 
t10n, 


* 
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THE 


Or FAITH, 
THE II1T. CH AP. 


1 TWhatdo the fatthfullmtime of 
tribulation, 

2 What we haue of our owne nature,and 
what of leſus Chriſt. 

What Adam did after his trangreſſion, 

The gooanes of god ſhowen unto Adam. 

What Ada wrought im hu nſtification. 

ToeAbraham being an ldolater , "was 

ade the promis that he ſhould be the 

Father of many Nations, and the con= 
clufion thereupon, 


B Vrtthe godly ſay, O my good God, 1 


thankes and prayle berothee, who 
haſt viſited thy froward child & vn- 
profitable ſeruant, & haſt not ſuffe- 
red me torunne on in my wickednes,but 
haſt called me to repentance, I know my 
offenſes: iuſtly haue I deferuedrhyspu- 
niſhmer, yea,& ren thouſand rimes more 
1 formy lins, the which ſore repenteth me. 
| Our wicked nature teacheth vs to fly , 
fromthee,to diffide or doubt of thy mer- 
cyand goodnes, And toexcule inour 
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ſelfes, ourfinne and vice; and obieR the 
ſame inanotheras our forfather Adam 
did, hauing no reſpeQto perſon orloue 
of any creature more cheats badkbor CO 
trarie, his owne fellow, which was of his 
owne fleſh, he obieRed the crimeto ex+ 
cuſe himſelfe: Yea,and alſo againſt God 
thinking that the good work of god, ma. 
king the woman and geuing hertohym 
in fellowſ{hip,was the cauſe of his fin and 
fal as the ſcriptures ſaye, Ge.3.Chap.Bur 
faithin the bloud of 245 onely begotten 
ſonne chriſt Iefu,leadeth ys tothy mercy 
ſtoole, and hope conforteth vs, that wee 
are not ouercome in this battell : know- 
ing perfeCUy that the fleſhe is ſubic&to 
theſe bodylyafflitions:that the dregpes 
of {fin may bemortifiedin vs, the which 
we haue of ourforefather Adam, 

-- Thys corruptis of nature teachetl: vs 
what we haue of our firſt Parentes, 2nd 
what weare of our ſelfes : which being 
c6lidered, ſhalleadvs rothe knowledge 
of god:in whome we ſhall find goodaes, 
mercy,andiuſtice,as we may clearly per- 
ccauc 


OF FAITH, 23 


ceaue inour firlt 
tranſgreſſedthe low and commandemct 
of god , he fled from him,whom godfol» 
lowed,moued of loue toward his handie 
work, and called him again,in the which 
he did ſhew his goodnes: and whe he ac- 
cuſed Adamofthis ſin,;he was not peniter 
nor truſted notin the mercy of god, or 
asked forgeueneſſe : But excuſed hys 
tran otefſes and fault, Neuerthelefle god 
of his infinite mercy,made the promesof 
ſaluatio,oreuer he would prononce the 
ſentence Covert the -_ or woman , 
ſaying)tothe ſerpet:Iſhall putenymit 
(org thee _ the Kc ade. 
eweene thy ſcedand the womans ſeede. 
The ſeed ofthe womi ſhal tread downe 
thy head,and thou ſhal ſtingthe ſame on 
the heele, Adam,was coforted with theſe 
words,and through faith in thys promis, 
was of wicked made iuſt,that is receaued 
again in fauour,and through faith in the 
—_ of Chrift to bedhed,was accepped 
as iuſt, | 


Andthereafter god manifeſted his Ire 


arent:For,after he had _ 


, 
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and wrath contrarie finne, 'which of his 
pry righteous iudgemet he can not ſuffer yn- 
puniſhed: and proniiced the ſentce firſt 
againſt the woman, andthenagainſtthe 
*sSkinne men : and eieCted them forth of para- 
cores diſe,cloathing them withſkinne coates* 
figneand ({aying)behold, Adamis made as it were 
remer- 4 One of ys, knowing goodandeeuil, thatis 
theirmor- aſmuch to ſay:O miſerable ma,nowrhou 
talis®  mayeſt perceaue thy ate,andthe fruites 
chou haſt gotten for the tranſgreſſhon of 
my comandemet:what is thy knowledge 
that thou haſt learned nothing but to fly 
from thy Maker,to paſſe fro lite todeath, 
from great pleaſure to all miſerie? Andſo 
Adamis ſpoyled of all the noble gifts : he 
was indued with,in his creation, as here 
aftertime & place at more length ſhalbe 
ſhowen: read with orderthe 3. Chapter 
of Geneſ, and thou ſhalt ynderfland this 
& |} matter clearly, 
5  Nowe, yee may ſee what was our firſt 
parents part,inthe gbteining ofthis pro= 
miſe of God. Verylic,no more then he 
had ofhis creati6,but rather leſfe for be- 


yug 
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ytig but duſtand clay; hee made noeuill 
cauſe,but being made man, he diſobeys 
ed his Maker, trangreſſed his law,yſurp- | 
ing glorieto hym ſelfe,and mo | 
which became him notto ſeeke, For | 
the which he deſerued nothing but eter- | 

| 

| 


nall dampnation, Abraham,in his fathers 
houſe, an Idolater as he was, andchereſt 6 
ofhis houſe,made no good cauſe to god 
nor merite to obteyne the promiſle,thar 
he ſhould bee the father of all faithfull : 
but only belecued inthe promis of god, 
as hereafter ſhalbe diſcuſſed:bur euen as A 
thei were accepted as iuſt through faith, | 
withourtall their merites or deſeruinges: _ _ 
ſo ſhall wee bee which arethe Sonnes of ;," wad 
Abraham,and heires ofthe promiſſe. . 19/34 
No other way ſhold we Foke bin the 

order taught ys in the ſcriptures of God, 

that is, if wee wilbe ſure of our ſaluation 

and haue paſſage to thefather, paſſe yn- 

to Chriſt, who fayerh: 7am the waye, the lory 
trueth,and the life ,no man commeth tothe 
father, but byme , If yee had knowledge 
of me, ye ſhould alſo haue knowledgeof 


< - 
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the Father : Therefore, if we will walke 
rightin che way,go with chriſt,and walk 
in him , if wee willnot bee deceaued, 
paſſe ynto him-for he isthe veritie who 
ci nether deceaue,nor be deceaued: & if 
we wilnotdie the eternal deathyhe isthe 
life, Theſe gifts may we haue,of no other 
bur ofhim,& by him only chroughfairh, 
in the mercy of God,by the operation of 
the holie ſpirir. | 


THEU. CHAP. 
T3 Theconſolationof Adam expelledfrons 
Paradiſe. 

2 Theconſolation of Adam-, whiche hee 
- _ fooke of hjs two ſons turned m dolor. 
' 3, What Adant aid when hee receaued 

© Seth for Abell, whome Cainſlew, 

& The confort of Adamin all affuftions, 

' _ andexample left to vs thermto, 


y* - 'S® was the trouble and afflictis 


both of body and ſpirite , which 

=# was in Adam, ſtanding trimbling 
before god , whome hee had ſo highlye 
1." Þ. 7- olbended, 


OF FAITH. + 17 


offended, perceauing him ſelf deceaued 
ofthe-falſe promis,made by the Serpent, 
which was that he ſhuld not die:howbe- 
it hee.eat of the aple, but ſhould bee like 
vnto God, knowe good and euill, being 
therefore ciefted forth of that pleaſant 
gardin of all delite and pleaſure, into 
the miſerable earth, to cat his bred with 
the{weat.of his facey' Truſt well,he was 
ſore penicetnow;& would haue ſuffered 
greattortnenit ypon his body,to hauc {a- 
tilhedforhis offen ces:but that cquld nor 
be,nox migut notifiand, with the iuiſtice 
of ged, Whitwas his'confort then? no- 
thing but chispromiſſe,mhich he appre- 

nded by faith: aridbelecued him tobe 
inthefanour of ggd,:forthat promiſeth 
ſredesdake;This confored his ſpirite,or 
el pfdeſpairhe hadperiſhedin this ſor- 
row &4x0uble:for he found no remeady 
in Himſelf, For his bodily c6ſolatio,gbd! 
ſent him-ewao ſonnes by naturall-pro»!, 
pagationgo bis owne Jmageandfimili-: 
' tides: Phiswasnolitlegonſolationand 
confbitto Aden: burthis' bodilie cons 
21 D 
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fort*turned ſhortly into great diſpleaſure 
whetithe one Brother \lewe the other of 
malice,by thewhich Adam was deſtitute 


ruracsand gf all ſucceſſion. Thus dolorouſly lead he 


his life a long time, defiring euerarGod 
ſuccefſionin place 'of Abell, = 

Of whome god had pitie and com- 
paſſion, and ſcnde him a Sonne, named 
Seth ;of whome deſcended the promiſ- 
ſed ſeed,that god might be found true in 
his fayings,for rather would he haue ray+ 
ſed Abeltrs death to life,then his promis 
ſhuld not haue bene fulfilled. By this was 
the dolor and trouble of Adam, conuer- 
redinto ioy and gladnes., For the which 
3 hee gaue thankes and praiſe ynto God, 
ſaying,god hath ſet meanother ſeed: for 


Gene-4 : Abell;yhom Cart hath ſlainghere heſaith 


not that he hath'pottE a ſonne'in/place-of 
Abell : Howbeit by naturall generation 
he begat him, & Exe bare him of her bo- 
ſom,bur ſaith: god hath ſent me another 
ſcedefor Abell;aſcriuing the ſame to the 
iftof god; andnottothe work of man*., 
hisisa notable exipletoal thefairhful, 
oa 


; 


_ Or FArITY, 19 


to receaue all thingesforth ofthe handes 
of God,pgiuing him euerchankes therfore 
as the holy Fathers did : not contemning 
the work nor helpe of man, whome God 
maketh the inſtrument, to dothatthing 
which is his godly will to performe. 

Let vs herehs take example of ourfore= 
father,that like as he was ſubie& to tro- 
bles and affliQtions, all the daies ofhis life 
in this miſerable world:Euin ſo are we,& 
let vs take therefore all thing in patience, 
thinking vsto hauedeſerued the ſame iu- 
ſtly,how juſt chateuer we be or appeerto 
the world : truſt well there is,nor was ne- 
uermi which deſcended of Adamby na- 
turall peopegarien iuſter, not he was af= 
ter his fall: forthere is no mention in the 
fcripture of any offenſe done by Ada,co- 
trarie the lawe of his god, after his expul- 
fion forth of varadife .  Andasforhis 
firſt rebellion and corrupting of hys: na» 
ture,we are all gilty ofthar as he was:and 
thenalſo gilty of our finnes , procyemul 
of that rebellion:wherefore we may wel 
be worlethen he,but no better, Thinke 

D jj 
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well, he confeſſed himiuſtly puniſhed,& 
thought, he deſerued more puniſhment, 
than euer was put ypon him. Taking cuer 
con(ſolatis ofthe ſweet promiſes of god, 
inthe which he beleeued: and in all his 
troubles conforted him , with hope to be 
deliuered of them as all faithfull doe.: 
And to bereſtored tothe gloric hee was 
ciet fro,for his owin Polifhnes,witho ut 
al merirs or deſcruings of himſelf, which 
ware:nothing in him,and muchles in vs; 
_ ... Therehath beene no difference be- 
tweene the expulſion of A 0 am forth of 
paradiſe, and Lucifer out of the heauin z 
ifthe promiſſe had not beene made to A- 
 *Thisvi- DAN, Through faith.in the which promis 
Qorie (all , euer hoped vicoryagainſt the deuill* 


we obtein 


- inthe whohaddeceauedhim, &that by pow- 


[El refur- rand ſtrength of the promiſled feed, & 
reais for na through any poyeror might ofhim 
bodyand 42H. Euin 1o.ſhouldwe do,cofidingin the 

 foule ;promiflegotgod, andehe merites of the 

2lorified. Promiſſed ſeed Chriſt Teſu, to be deliue- 
redofthe tyrannicof the Deuill , the ca- 
lamities and trubles of thys miſerable 


world, THE 


— — 
= 5 - 


OF FAITH, |: | BT 
THEPI CHAP. © 


1 Wherfore we ſhouldretoyce m tribulation, 
2 Under what pretext the wicked pur- 
_ ſmes the inſt, | 

3 - Whereby ryſeth the diſhonoring of God. 

4 The dmerſitte of opinions , touching 
the article of wnſtification, ana wh 
are iuſt before God. 

5 What ts the ſubſtance of wmſtification : 
and why the article therof ſhould be 


holden in memorie, 


> O the faithful theſe bodily affliQti- 

T and troubles are marueilous T 
neceſſarie: for by them, the faith is *%* 
tryed and made more pretious thE 

gold, which is purified by the fire :forby 
many troubles it is needefull to vs to en- 

ter inthe realme ofheauen , by firme and 
conſtir perſcucring in faith,as ſayth S. P. _,, 
Andalſo itbehoued Chriſtto luffer;& ſo 

to enter into his glory» that is not for him L«.24 
{elfe,but forvs. Therfore the godly men 

mn theyre troubles and afflictions take 
greatconſolation and confort : And an- 
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chors them ypon God alone by faith, to 


whome they can come no other way , & 
thinke them nobetternor greater then 
their maiſter chriſt:but ſhould take both 
confort & conſolatis ofhis word,ſaying, 
ſecing the world hath' perſecuted mee, 
they foal perſecute you alſo, This perſe- 
cution is a communis with the paſſions 
of Chriſt, inthe which wee haue great 
matter to reioyce, ſo we ſuffer not as ho= 


micides ,theefes, oreuill doers : but for 
 Chriſts ſake and his word, as 8. Per.ſayth 
in his firſt Epiſt.the 4.Chaprer. 

Bur in this matter take no care what 
the world iudge of thee, butto thy owne 
conſcience and the ſcriptures of god: for 
the iudgemente of the world pronuncis 
cotrarie to the word of god, calling them 
which profeſles the ſame ; Locreribes le- 
ditious men, and perturbers of common 
weales, Therfore they thinke chey puniſh 
juſtly in birning,ſlaying, baniſhing , and 
all of landes and goodes. And 
howbeit,the faichfull ſuffer all pacenely; 
and yndeſerued : yerthey ſay they ſuffer 

iuſtly 
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uſtly as traitors, heretickes , homicides, 
perturbers of common weales , and euill 

doers, Let theſe ſayinges not moue the 
fichfull brother, but confort thee with 

thy Maiſter Chriſt , who was called by 7-7. 
the aduerſaires of yeritie:a ſeducer ofthe ©" 
people,a driikard,a deuourer,or glutton, —_— 
an open ſinner , conuerſant amongeſt 
them : & an authorizare of their ſins, His 
Apoſtles were called heretikes and their 
doQtrine herefie, The Prophets were cal- 
led perturbers of common weales and 
traitors to their couatrie,propheſing cow 

trary the common weale,and liberrie of 

the realme , as ye may reade of E/as,and 
Ieremie in diuers places of his prophchie, grey. 18. 
Which Scriptures I praye you reade,and , __ 
ye ſhall perceaue no difference betwene 31.2 5.26 
the ER cage of the Prophetes of © *7: 
Chriſt himſelfe,and his Apoltles:and the 
faithfull in theſe dayes, for all was andis 

foug by the wicked,vnder colour of ho 

ynes, 

Herefore,let vs ſeek refuge at our god, 7/99 
and ſticke faſtto his word, who can ne- 
D 1 
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ther deceaue, nor be deceaued : forthe - 


wotldis full of deceit,& iudgeth euerrhe 
wrong part : of the which vniuſt iudge- 
ment cometh all the diuerfity of opiniss: 
and ittes ruling this day inthe church of 
Chriſt,to the diſhonoring ofthe name of 
god,deminiſhing of his glory,and no lit- 
tle perturbation of common weales: the 
cauſe hereof is the negleRing offaith, & 
raking frs the ſame her due office, which 
is to iuſtific only by her ſelfe, without the 
*Wherby AE<des or workes of the law*, thatis,ma 
manis Of wicked, is made juſt by the mercy of 
made luſt, (304, through faithin the bloud of Tefu 
Chriſt, without the deedes or workes of 
thelaw; This I dare affirme, becauſe the 
ſcriptures of godteſtified the ſame tobe 
rrue,as herafter ſhalbe declared at legth. 
4 Hereryſeth the contention,for ſome 
brags and boaſtesthemto haue faith , & 
haue no works: & others reioyling them 
to haue faith, attribute ,and giue the tu- 
ſtification toworks: others haue workes, 
andlooke nothing to faith,as hipocrites: 
& others again there are,the which have 
my ncither 


> — 


_— 


ee 
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nether faith nor works,as the plaine wic= 
ked & vngodly.My welbeloued brethren 
let vs auctoriſe neither of theſe perſons: 
For all they impung this article of1uſtifi- 
cation. Apainlt the firſtſpeakes S. James, 
in his Epilt. Againſt,the next Saint Pawle 
ſpeakes in his Epiſt.co the Roma.Galath. 
and diuers other places. And againſtthe 
o:her two kindes of men, the hole {crip- 
tures ſpeakes, 

By theſe cofideratios moued,T thoughe 
neceſlarie for my owne eruditis, & your 
confort,my welbeloued brethren, to de- 
clare & forth ſhow my beliefe,cocerning 
the article af juſtification, as the ſcrip- 
tures teache mee , hauing no reſpe&t to 


mas opinion, that thereby we may haue 39" 


conſolation through our 'mutuall faith, 
And be more ready to giue coumpt and 
reakoning to all which aſke of vs any 
queſtion ofour faith, Alwayes in this and 
ail other thinges, ſubmitting my ſelfe to 
the ſcriptures of god, and auQthoritie of 
the faithful Hutch of chriſt, which is go- 
ucrned,ruled, keeped,and defended from 
D v 
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all ſpot of hereſie by the holy ſpirit who 


moues this ardent thirlt in our ſaule to 
ſeeke Chriſt, the fontaine of living wat- 
ter:loue & charity in our harts to Chriſt, 
our brothers ſaluation as our owne, The 
fondatis6 and gronditone hereto is faith, 


and the ſhielde or buckler to defende vs 
with, againſtthe firy dartes of Sathan,ac 


the which he euer ſhoots, becaus itis our 
viorie againſt him, and gets dominion 
ofthe world ; but if he knde vs deſticute, 
or diſarmed of our ſhield, he ſhal wound 
ys ſo, that hee may ſafely or lightly take 
vs captiue to his realme:therfore this our 


faith ſhold neyer be idle,but cuer work- 
ing by loue, thatis, to bee cuercled with 
- ourſhield,being vigilant & walkfull,be- 


cauſe our ſaid adyerſarie Sathan, is euer 


| going about vs,asit were a roaring lion, 


eking forthe pray,to deuour or ſwolow: 
Againſt whom weſhold refiſt Routly ine 
tofaith , takingin ourhand the ſword of 


| the ſpirit, which is the word of god, with 
| thereſt of the armour Fenepnioge to2 
| chriſtianknight, ſpecified by S, P.. 


phe, 
the 


the 6, Chapter. 

The ſubſtance of the article of juſti- 
fication,is to cleaue and ſtick faſt by out 
_ God,knowing him our Maker and Crea- 

tor,and to bebivy firmly , and vndoubt- 
edly that wee are not righteous , nor iuſt 
of ourſelfs,nor yet by our workes, which 
are leſſe nor wee: buc by the helpe of an- 
other,the onely begotten Sonne of God 
Chriſt Ieſu , who hath deliuered, and re- 
deemedvs from Death , the Deuill, and 
fiane, And hath giuen to vs eternal) life, 
as hercafter at length ſhalbe declared, 
Aboue all thing the ſaide article is 
to be holden in memorie, recent among 
the faichfull. Andat cuery tyme & houre 
driven, and inculcat in their eares, as it 
werea trumpet, without the which fairh 
(which is the fondation of the chriſtian 
religion,and Church of Chriſt ) is made 
ſo darke and miſtie that no place ſhalbe 
founde where vpon to build the 
the perfice workes 


of faith, 
* 


OF FAITH, 27 


3 


I 


The per- 


ſecurion 


tyon of 


Sathan, 


ws x pO 
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THEUN CHAP. 


T What obtained Adam. and Ene,ſeeking 
Wwiſdome eontrarie Gods commande- 
ment : and what they , which ſcekes 
iuſtification other wayes then teach- 
eth the ſcriptures, 


2 Whereby us the wicked man,ynade mt. 


Where may Satha enter and where not, 


4 What wrought the lawe ito eAdamo, 


and the office thereof unto vs. 


He ground ſtone and ſure firme rocks 
whereuponall godly workes and ver- 
tues,are builded :our ſaid aduerſaric Sa» 
rhan vexed in the paradiſe , when in the 
beginning he ekreadel & entiſed , our 
forefathereAdamn and Ee, toleaue their 
faith into God their Maker and Creator: 
and conſent to his falſe perſwaſi6, which 


was that roy Pact owne wiſedome, 
er,they might be made 


 equall and like ynto god, who gauethem 
life, promiſed the lame euerto endure, 
with all pleaſures & commodities in pa- 
radiſe, | 


The 


OP FAITH, 29 
*rhat is $2 


The Deuill pereenuing the woman than afrer 
yoide and without faith,*loue and feare b* percea 
of God: ſaid, howbeit ye cat of the fruicts par 


of this trie: ye ſhall not die the death: ye _—_— 


know not wherefore God hath forbidde andveriry 


you to eate ofthe ſame : but Iſhall ſhow 9996 


word, 


you the cauſe, God knoweth that in durit aff. 


what ſoeuer daye, yee ſhall cate of the — 


fruit of this tric, your eyes ſhall be ope. faying 

; hed, and ye ſhall be like Gods knowing — 
good & cuill , This ſame perſuaſion hath therreeye 
all the wicked: which perſwades manto OT 


truſt to his owne workes,merites, power, t9thews 
? man gl- 


andftrengrh, therby to be made iuſt,and uing cre. 
to get Ire rewarde of god, for doing 4 ak 
of workes not commanded by God: but Gods 
inuented by mis yaine conceat, thinking <ommand 
chat God ſhallbe pleaſed therewith, Bur Joubrol 
ſurely euen asour forefather was decea- 995 Fi 
ued ,ſoſhall we be, if we conſentthairto, ofallwie- 
Heerefore give'truſtto no thing in this £92 
caſc,ormarter, but to God and his word; = 
keeping euer fai:h pure,and clean , with- 
out all mixtio of works,in the making of 


a wicked mi iuſt, Andehen our aduerſae 
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 rie ſhall ger no place to enter , to des 
 ceaue vs, 

Ye ſhall ynderſtande that Adam knew 
good, andeuill, before the eating ofthe 
aple, for that teached him the law of na» 
3 ture : and the other great wiſedome hee 

was cloathed with, as yee may reade in 

» Eccleſcthe 17.Chap.(ſaying)god created 
them with the ſpirit of knowledge, and 
with wiſedome, and vnderſtanding, hee 
fulfilled the harts of them;and ſhewvnto 
them good andeuill.His iudgementes & 
jiuſticealto he ſhewto the, What the, was 
the entiner Ada got of the eating of 
| thea I en e had offended his 
ood god, triſgreſſed his law,the which 
ewto hit his offences,and fin, By this 

. knowledge he ynderſtood , that hee was 
fallen fr6 the good ſtate,in which he was 
created, & ſhuld have remained(ifhe had 
obeyed the law ofhis god)intothe miſe- 
rable eſtate of fin:forhe had neuer knows 
en whatthe trangreſſion ofthe lawe had 
bene,ifhe had not ſinned. The law before 


taughtkim,whathe ſhould doo,& leaue 
yndone, 


OF FAITH, 31k 


yndone, what was good, & what was e- wn. 
uill,and after hefinned, the lawe yitered ficeofthe | 
the ſame to him,& broght himin know- * | 


a 


ledge thereof,for it can do nootherthin 
tothe finner, but trouble his minde,an 


bring vpon him gooue feare and dread, | 
This proues the ſayingsof godto AD AM 

inquiring , who hath ſhowen vnto thee Gene. yi 

that thou was naked : but that thou haſt 
eaten of the tree, of the which I coms 
mauded thou ſhouldeſt not eat, 

. This hatred and enimity is old, which 4 - 
Sathan hath moued c6trary mankind , & 
had the beginning atthe pe creation of 
man:of walls c6ceaued to bring man.in 
the ſame rebellion he was in, This perſe» 
cution'of ſathan ſhal endure to the latter 
wdgement- 7 therefore, letys bee walke- 
full and diligent , euer armed with our 
ſhield _— e word of god _ printed 
in our hartes, taking no care of wordly _ 
rroubles, hoping battelyto be ere oy, 
therfr6,c6ſfidering we haue'no permanet 
Citie here, but as Pilgrimes, trauailing 
toand fro , beholding and looking for 
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1.9.%  thatheauinly citic,andplace preparedto 
Ss vs fromthe beginning of the my 


THE VILLCHAD. 


t' Wherefore Cainſlew Abell, howe long 
. - godſaffered the article of inſtification 
to be purſued by the ſeeds of Cain. 

2 What painehet'tooke at laſt. and howe 

Sathan reſerued his ſeede, 

3 Whereof ſprang the Idelatrie, whiche 
abounded betweene the dayes of Noe, 
and Abraham-,and under what pre- 
rext it was defended. 


« Hortly hereafcer,the ſaid aduerſarie 
'-(amankiller and lyer)perſwaded & 
CJ entiſed the one brothet to ſlayethe 
-- _ ether, of malice without any cauſe;:-but 
that the one brother (Abe#) beihgiiult & 
godly, offered intofairha more- pleaſant 
angle, id acceptable ſacrifice ynto God ;then 
nedhee therother; *Caimgwho was wicked,and aty 
> +"ton hipocrit,whoſe ſacrifice pleaſed yot god 
gotten  becausthe perſon was not acceptableto 
chereteve. him:Therefore:god lookedto Abr/l,and 
% co 


þ 


blo 3, 


OF FAITH, 2 [4 1 
to his workes : ynto Cain and his workes iccepms- 
helookednor, ble. Bur 


There followed againſt the ſaidearti- himſelf s 
ele, the perpetuall perſecution of Sathan pynarice- 
intolerable bythe tonnes of Cain, while Gods fa. 
God wes compelled ( prouoked of his ray 4 b 
ryghtcous judgement) to drowne the meſed 
whole worlde,8& once to purge the ſame "0% ry 
from ſin:reſeruing & defending(through 2 
| his mercy onely ) the perauthor of faith Geveg 
and rightcouſneſſe Noe, Neuertheleſle 
Sathan keped his ſeed , inthe third ſonne 
of Noe (ham, as teſtifies the hiſtorie, 
| Aﬀerthisthe whole world ryſing in a 
madnes &fury,impugning this article of 
duſtificacis, finding & inuenting innume« 
rable Idols,andreligions:with the which 
they prete&ded to pleaſe God, with their 
owne works and inuentions,-cuerie one 
making to him ſelfe a particular,or pecu« 
liare god or gods, The which isno other 
thing: but to think that withoutthe help 
of Chriſt of their owne power, works, & 
Inuentionsthey may redeemethem ſel- 


ues , from fin, & all cuils ; and pleaſe god 
E 


TOY OED . 
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with their free will, and naturall rea. 
{on, 

From Noe , vnto Abraham our {aide 

2 aduerſarie Sathan, ſo coueredthis article 

that no outward teſtimony is folid ther- 

of in Scripture. Andtruſt well, the fathers 

all thistime had many pleaſant workes, 

inuented of their own conceat,good 1n- 

tention & naturall reaſon, Hauing ſome 

| He.  Ffootſteppes ofthe examples of the holie 

wicked fathers, By which they belecued to 

<< pleaſe God: but it was notſo indeed be- 

| cauſe they followedthe examples of the 

Gene. fathers in the outward workes and Cere- 

*9&3* monies but not in faith . & ſo all became 

| TIdolaters, Andthe ſame Ceremonies, & 

molt ſhining workes appeare to be moſt 

excelient in the ofipring and poſteritie 

of Cham, Becauſe his nephew Nimrode 

began firſt ro be myghtic inthe earth; 

and yſurped to him'the kingdome of Ba- 

bilon, It is not to preſume that the prea- 

ching of Noe,& the word of God taughe 

to him, and his ſonnes by the mouth of 

god,& his maner of ſherifice was pe fro 

cir 
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their memory, butman is lyghtly drawn 
from faith-& the word to his owne con- 

ceat,& yain intents, tothe exerciſing of 
the outward deed: in the which man wil 
neuer be ſene todo ecuil,ſo there appeare 
any maner of outward holines in his wor 
ks : the which he defends ro be holy,and 
Sens the holy fathers did ſo : & 
aue no re{peQ ro faith which maketh 
the work acceprable and pleaſantinrthe 
ſight of God, withoutthe which al js but 
Idolatric, how holy that euer the worke 
ap»yeare , and ſo enters Sathan and rules 
mightiely,as he did among the fathers, 
tothe time of eAbraham. "12461; 


Mark dilſe 
gentlie, 


THE IX. CHeAP, 

t God renenedto Abraham the prom: 
made to Adam of the bleſſed ſeed, where 
to Abraham belening is pronounced inſt. 

2 Thoughtheiuſt be ener perſecuted at 

laſt they prenaile, ok 

3 Wherfore are we brethri to leſua Chriſt, 

The wrong indgement of the fleſhly man 
eonching the choſen of __ 
J 


_ Es.15 
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'&* of his infinit mercy and goods 


nes moued of loue which he bears 
to mankind (ſeeing our aduerſary 
ruling ſ6. mightely) would ſteir vp this 
ar.icle of wſtification in Abraham, that 
his church ſhould not periſh. Comman- 


-ding him in theſe words: Paſle furth of 


thy fathers houſe, and from thy freends, 
andfurth ofthy own countrie : and cum 


into the land which T ſhall ſhowe thes 


'That is aſinuch to lay as thy father: his 


ole countric in the 


houſehold,and the w 


hich now thou mackis dwelling: Thy 
whole nation,and kinred,ar all Idolaters 


therefore of my mercie and grace, with- 
out thy merites or deſeruings: I will call 
the to the faith, andraiſe vp inthe, the 

roundone of my church,and make the 


-thefather of all faithful, This expoſition 
yeſhall findein the booke of 79/4, the 


24. chap. forthe ſcripture js the belt in- 
terpreter of it ſelfe, 

And ſo ſtiredvp this article in the per 
ſonof Abraham, intheſe words, ſaying, 


Iſhall make thein a great nation ,and I 


ſhall 


” 


———— 
_ 
IP" TT 
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ſhall bleſſe the, and ſhall magnifie thy IAG 


 name:and thou ſhalbe bleſſed:1 ſhall blis 


them that blis the : and curſe them thae 
curſe the:and inthe ſhall all natiss of the 
carth be bleſſed, This is the — of 
the promes,maidto Adamin the paradiſe 
Thac the ſeed ofthe woman ſhould tread 
down the ſerpents head . Heir ſhall ye 
finde the beginning ofthe faith of e4br4 
ham,who palt forward as God comman- 
ded him: to whome he gaue credence,8& 
ſurelie beleued in his promiſſe, Andleft 
all wordlic afteions, committing him 
wholyinto the hands of God:depending 
only ypon his word: beleeuing the ſame 
trew: hoping toobtein all things which 
were promeled him by the word of god: 
of the which he had deſerued no thing, 
for the ſcriptures teſtifies him to be no 
other but an Idolater, as his father was. 
Efcer this God dreue , and inculcatthis 
article of juſtification in the cares of 
Abraham ſaying : Dreid not Abraham, [ 
am thy defender , and rewarde aboue mea- 
ſure.&c, Thou thalt _ him to be thy 

uy 
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heire that ſhall paſſe forth of thy boſom : 
| ſeed vhalbe 5 the ſtarres 0 7 710 
Io4*  eMbrahambeleenedGod and'it was reputed 
Gen.1s to himfor Ryghteouſueſſe, &c, Here yelee 
the proceeding of this article,from faith, 
to faith, cucr corinuing in more perfeCi- 
onday by day, 
Then begs ſathan our aduerſary,news 
w!.5* Iytoimpiig this article,cuer to annul the 
promisof god &as he perſwaded Cato 
purſue Abe/,cuen ſo perſwaded he [ſmael 
to purſue 1ſaac: Eſau [acob:&thereſt of 
the brethre yoiig Ioſeph: whomthey ſold 
as teſtifies the hiſtorie, Thus ſtill continu- 
ed the old hatred & enimitie betwen the 
ſeedof the ſerpent, and the ſcedof the 
Theſtede WOman. That is, the wicked purſue ever 
ofths the choſen and godlie, which ar the wo- 
KrÞen, * mans ſeed, that treadeth down the ſerp8- 
ſeede of tes head, For cuen as Chriſt , the blefled 
-«-4q ?* ſeedhathobtcined viftory of ouraduer<- 
| ſary:Soſhallwebyfaithin him,of whoſe 
fleſh & bones we are: & he of ours: that 
is,we ar mEbers ofhis body,& brethreto 
tim by ewo reaſons,the one is, that he is 
made man 
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man, & of our fleſh, the naturall begotts 

ſonne of the glorious virgin ,Harie.And 

ſo of Adanuiols ſaid our brother, The other 

reaſonisthatby him, 8 through him by 

faithin the mercy of god, weare the ſons iy 

adoptiue of God , and ſohis brethren & 7 

fellow heires of the heritage with him, P72 

Thefleſhlie man and worldly iudge- ;p 

ment is deceaued in the knowledge of 

this ſeed as our mother Exe was : For ſhe 

ſaid after ſhe had conceaued and borne 

Cain, Ihaue gottenor poſleſleda man 

by God, thatis according tothe promis 

made by god:I haue gotten the ſeed that 

ſhal tread down the ſerpers hed. Here ſhe 

looked not into faith but tooke the fleſh- ;.xq.uv. 

lie reaſon ofthe firit begotten ſonne.But , 

when ſhe ſaw hee ſlew his brother, then 2«.2 5.46 

ſhe vnderſtoode him tobe the'ſeede of © 37: 

the Serpent. Therfore whe ſhe bare Serh, 

ſhe held her peace, becauſe ſhe knewe 

her (elfe deceaued before in the opinion 

of Caim:Andthencleued to faith as Adam 

did,ſaying: God hath ginen to mee another P[al.pe. 

ſeeat , for, Abellwhame C = hath ſlaines 
aL5F8 Ui 


. 
: : 
| S*4 
| $9 
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 e-fbrahambcleued of his fleſhly iudge 


| ment,that //p1ael/ wes the promeled ſeed 


as appeareth by the anſwear he made to 


god , Whenhe ſaidto him. Saras ſhall 


Azhe 

would ſay 
flicient 

hauec Ire- 


are yntothee aſonne , whome lam to 


blis &c, Abraham\miled in his harte,and 


ſaid:wold to god — might liuc befor 
thee. * Buthereafter admoniſhed by the 


cecaued of mouth of god oO obey S$aras and expell 


ehy mercy 


jn that | 


Agar & hir lonne, forheſhould haue no 


thou haſt parte of heritage with 1/aac, he vnder- 


giue rome 


a ſonne 
of whom 
I am cone. 
tent. | 
Gen.17 


7,3 
Gen 2 5 


ſtood ſpirituallic & obeyed the yoice of 


his wyfe. 
The ſeed of the ſerpent contended 


that noble and godlie woman Rebecca: 
being both of one conception, This 
contention moued the mother to ſay ber 
zerTI had remained till barren : then to 
haue this diſpleaſure, To whome god 
aue conſolation, ſaying, there is in thy 
bolom conceauedtwo ſundry nations 8 
two people ſhalbe deuidedof thy belly. 
That is,thou knowes not which of them 
is the ſcede ofthe promeſle, the yongelt 
| aue 


with the ſeede yon in the boſum of 
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haue I choſen,to whome the eldeſt ſhall 
ſerue.This is conforme to the ſayinges of 
S.Paule.Rom.the 9.Chap. But rruſt well, 
ſhe vnderſtoode ſpiritually by faith , that 
lacob was the promiled ſeede:when ſhee 

rocured andlaboured ſodiligently, that 
be ſhould get the bleſſing of his her & 
defrauded the eldeſt E/aw. .This was not 
knowero 1/aac,for he wold not onlythar 
Eſaweſhould ſucceede to the heritage : 
but ro haue gotte the bleſſing alſo,which 


Jacob obtained by perſwaſion ofhis mo- Gme.x9, 


ther.Neuertheleſlc, £/awremained with 
the heritage in his fathers houletand cea- 
ſed nor ſtill to purſue [acob, who at laſt 
was compelled to fly for feare of his life, 
And ſo cuertheſcede ofthe ferpent,pur- 
ſues the choſing conformeto this begin= 
ning. Let Abe/ldyc and Cailiue , Bur fis 
nally the ſecede of /acob ſucceeded to the 
land, of promiſſion. And inioyed the heri« 
tage: Howbeit,they were long troubled 


and afflicted in Egipr, 


E y 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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THEX. CHAP. 


s The wrong opinion of the Tewes of the 
promiſedſeede, 
Wherin the ongody place inſtification , 
Sathan monues his members againſtthe 
true profeſſours of faith, 
4 Jeremie the Prophet of God, reſiſted 
the whole Eccleſiaſticallpower of the 


w iaH 


Jewes, | 

þ) The head of the ſerpent troden downe 
by the death of Ieſus Chriſt. 

6 Thearticle of wuſhification preached af 
ter the death of Chriſt. 


E ſhall vynderſtande that the Tewes 

had a fleſhly opinis of this promi- 

> ſed ſ{eede:forthey ynderſtood that 
the Meſſia: which was promiſedro them, 
Mould rule temporaly as Daxid did: and 
eſtabliſh his realme in great quietnes , 8 
reſt, withal pleaſure,& yoluptuouſnes,as 
Kath 20. ee may vnderſtand by the defire of the 
 motherof the Sons of Zebedee.Her Sons 


being with Chriſt and his Apoſtles, were 


of 
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. ofthe ſameopinion, as teſtified the aun« 
ſweare of Chriſt, ſaying to them : yee yy... 


knowe not what ye a{ ke: But the ſpiriru- 
all knowledge which the Fathers had, 
was farre different therefrom. Who vn- 
derſtoode in the ſpiritthat the realme of 
Chriſt was ſpirituall, and not temporall, 
to the which they were led by faith, 

By this yee ſhall vnderltande,noronly 
that the fleſhely iudgement is deceaued 
in knowledge of this ſeede : but alſo of 
the perſecution of Sathan : Euer perſwa- 
ding the wicked and yngodly, which are 
his ſeede to perſecute the womans ſeede 
ofthe promiſle: Thar is,the choſen who 
according to the promiſle of God , ob« 
taine victorie by faith in the bloud of 
Chriſt. For Sathan intending to cg 


this article of iuſtification,may not ſu 


r 
the preaching thereof { that is ) Fhat by 
grace through faich,andnotof our owne 
rightuouſneſſe,and workes: We ar made 
ſafe,pleaſe God,are receaued into fauour 
with him, and accepted asrighteous,and 
1uſt, not of our merites or delcruinges, 
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butthrough the merits of Chriſt Teſu our 
 Sauiour, By the c6trary,the wicked truſts 
in their owne ſtrengrh,and merites, And 
will haue their good works, invented by 
them ſelfe, without the commandement 
of god,a part of theirſaluation. And who 
will not authoriſe the ſame, they perſe- 
cute of deadly hatred , and muſt needes 
dye as Abelldid.So let Abel/dye and Cam ? 
live,thatis ourlaw,ſayeth the vngodly. 
3 Inthe Churchof the Iewes, our ſaide 
aduerſarie ceaſednotto impung this ar 
ticle, and perſwade the wicked to perſe- 
cute the godly, and kill the prophets, for 
preaching the ſame , for defence ofthe 
4 which creme the Prophet reſiſted the 
hole Eccleſiaſtical power & authoritie of 
the Churchofthe Iewes:that is,the mul- 
titude ofthe wicked,being afew number 
ofthe choſen, that afliſted to him as yee 
mayreade Jeremiethe 26 Chap . Notthe 
les afterward hee was ſtoned todeath for 
the ſame cauſe, which is the reward of m3 
thatis which mi giueth for the true prea= 


ching of this article.Solet Abel dye, and 
| | Cam 
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Cainliue, 
Fina(ly, the perſecution ofſathan our F 
aduerſary perſwaded the death of chriſt, 
his Apoſtles,and martyres,and their true 
ſucceſſours, all for this article, But euer 
Chrilt got viRtoric and triumphed by his 
word only.In ſo much as he gor victorie 
ofthe deuill,hell, and death, ofthe lawe, 
finne,the world,andthe fleſhe, through 
his death and reſurreRion,So by faith in 
his bloud al the Prophege deeded 
tyres,& confeſſors, with their bloud haue 
wateredthe Church, and haue left a ſure 
teſtimonie to vs:for confirmation ofthis - + 
article,that in the bloud of chriſt and not 6 *- 
intheir owne bloud , workes,or deedes, 
they are made ſafe, and haue gotten, the 
_ of heauen, conqueſt and purchas 
ſedrothemby Chriſt, and notby them 
ſelfes,nor their merices, The which con- 
feſſon is the cauſe thatthe godly areuer 
perſecuted by the wicked. Solet Abel 
dye, and Cain liue, that 
is ourlawe, 


% 
4.4 
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THE XI. CHAP. 


t How [athan hath deteaued the worlde 
aſter Chriſt,and wherewith he hath 
cl:d him, 

2 An enident argument ſhowing them, 
which this day are called tiſhoppes, 
to be the church malignant. 

3 An exhortation to them which en- 4 
ter in the church by the Popes au- 
thoritie : end of his power to make 
biſhops. | 

4 Wherem the wicked [ewes gloried, | 
_ wherein the Pope & his king 
me. 


I No: our aduerſary perceauing by 


the death of Chriſt that the pro- 
miſe made in Paradiſe, was ful- 
filled:and his head troaden down, thar is | 
his power & ſtregth bythe ſheding ofthe 
bloud of Chriſt: this article of iuſttficatio 
laid ſo abroad, & the church of chriſt is fo 
ſtrongly edged with the ſame,that all his 
imaginatiss with the which he deceaued 
malle 
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mankind, had no place toperuertthe per- 
fite faith, Then inuen:ed he anew maner 
of habite, which hee founde in the ſame 
church amongſt the {louthfull miniſters: 
whome( by proceſle of time ſecing them 
idle & not occupiedin the reading,teach 
ing, and preaching of the ſcriptures )hee 
prouoked to inuent workes of their own 
conceite, And alſo to abuſe the holy 
ſacramentes, and good workes of God 
with vaine ſuperſtitions : the whichthey 
call good workes. And by this meanes 
he hath ſo drawen them from faith, that 
they knowe not what the ſame' is, nor 
what Chriſt is : butas it were a Theefe 
hanged m— a gallous or gibbit inno«- 
cetly,orlike another maner ofprophane 
hiſtory of Hefor, or of the great Alexan- 
der , And therefore hath prouoked them 
to purſue this Article more cruelly then 
euerit was purſued from the beginning 
of the worde, Them ſelfes by worde 
confeflinge the ſame with their mouth, 
readin plinging,and of their maner,daye 
ly teaching , and preaching the ſame, 
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And yet netfertheleſle dayly burning,kil- 
ling, & baniſhing the rue Fichful preach 
ers of the {aid article,8& confeſſours thers» 
of, And ſocuer ſhall Abel dye and Cats 
liue,rhatis our lawe,ſay they. 
Our ſaid aduerſarie that he ſhould nor 
Notewer, Þe perceaued, hath transformed him ſelfe 
into an Angell of light* Thar is in forme 
ofholynes.He hath entred in the church 
in wonderfull ſubteltie: for hee hath cled 
him with the moſt honeſt and ſhining 
works, inuented this day by mens witor 
reaſon, (Yea with the ſame works come 
manded alſo by God)and by them main- 
taineth, & defended him ſclfe wholy:yea 
yerylie, he had cled him with the bleſſed 
facramer of the body and bloud of chr.ſ, 
Where) for hee can well.difuiſe him in workes 
may S2- . . . M's . . 
thanen- With pride, vaine glorie, hipocrifie, difh- 
arIg dece,diſpaire,Idle faith,as to belecue the 
hiſtorie onely, preſumption of the owne 
merites,&c, But in perfite faith, which is 
the groundſtone of this article of iuſtifi- 
cation,he can neuer enter. Therefore vn+ 


der colour of holines he hath cauſed and 
dayly 
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dayly cauſeth the prelates ofthe Church 
(as they call them, ) who. ſhould of their 
vocation, haue ( to the ſhedding of their 
bloud ) defendedthis Article purſue the 
fame moſt cruelly, with all rormentes in- 
uented by mans -witvnter.the _ Po 


tence of good workes:haui 
__ And ſo ſhall Abell # 6:3 ore = 
iue | 
Ye ſhall-ynderſtand that the oft repea- 
ting of the death of , Akell.and-the life of 
Carmis no yaine ſtorie mor purpoſe , but 
the-true ſimilitude-of :the Church of 
chriſt; which firſt watered withthebloud 
of Abel,xemainethexamplero.this houre 
andſhal to the {ſeconde coming-of Chriſt 
co the latter:iudgemet.In the which rwwo 
ſons.is {etforth to vsqtheperfire-know 
edge of the Church , which.confiftes in "Which 
_ adly aud . \And:euerthe © 
te-and.juft eis purſued with w ir 
6 wicked, pop amen rg by which wk 
the difci ſeruauntesof Chriſtare bis eng 
knowen'asteftifierhe holyſcriptures,' © pact. 


Iexhort you whichare aduerſatiesto 
EF | 


FO THE CONFESSION 


Kote wet, tÞis article of iuſtification: conſider with 

yourlelfe,if euer ye red the hiſtory in ca- 

nonical ſcriptures,or prophane hiſtories, 

thateuerthe truce an 7 perfite church fr6 

the beginning ofthe world tothis houre 

perſecuted any: but euer was perſecuted 

and the godly glad thereof. Herefore, 

the forme & order of this tyrannicall per- 

 ſecutis viedthis day by them hauing the 

eccleſiaſticall power in their handes a- 

gain{tthe faithfull profeſſours ofthis ar- 

ticle:I iudge to be ofthe deuill,and may 

{ay truely tothemas Chriſt {aide tothe 

Scribes, & Pharifies, all the bloud which 

is ſhed fromthe bloud of Zacha. whome 

they ſlew,betwene the altare & the tem 

Tac. 11. ple,ſhall come ypon theſe cruell tirantes 

which impungethis Article , and ſlaye 

thefaithfull profeſſours thereof, Againſt 

. theſcſayings,the aduerſaries of faith and 
The voy- yeritic crye; © The:canon Lawe, the 

ce: of he uthoritic of the Church, the lon gcon- 

ſuerude, the examples ofthe Fathers,the 

. Biſhop of Komes aucthoritie, the gene- 

rall Counſels, Herefie , Herefie: Sothere 


15 


. 
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5s no tetneady, butlet ebe/dye,atid Cars 
| livethatis ourlawe,' © A 

My hartes, yee/whichhaue entered in 
the Church of Chriſt, by the biſioppe of 
Remes law and auQhortitie, with his faire 
bulles, your ſhatten crounes,ſma ringyou 
with oyle or chreame;and cloathingyou 
with all Ceremonies , commanded in 
your law.If yee thinke you eb 
the ſucceſſours ofthe Apoſtles, and Fa- 


thers,ofthe church: Fe are greatly decea- 
ued: for that is bur a politike ſucceſs or 
ceremonial, The fuccefſis of the Church 
is farre otherwyſe, the which' requiteth” 


you ro-haue knowledge inthe {cripriires 1.Tan.3. 


of God,to reache,andreachethefſatne, 


with the other qualities & c6ditions <6» Tits. 


teinedin the ſcriptures, as hereafter Thal- 
beſhowEinihe Fecal vocations:of the 
whichif'ye be expert and your yocation 
lawefill, accotding to the worde'of god, 
doubtles ye ate rheſticceſſors of the apo- 
ſtles:& have the ſaine 1uRority,they had 
committed totheim'byChriſt, Andifye 
want the faide condittons,2nd qualities 
F y 


Note wel. 
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Yee are. butreauing. walfes ,clede with 
ſhepe ſkinnes rwhat authatigie that euer 


the biſhop of Rome;giueyou, For igis n 
more inhis power tomake, a Biſhop: 
him which cannot ces Pa hath the 
knowledgeto ay. he Bocke eampriſres 


to biscarc,accondinggoabeword dof god: foo | 
cto 


then it isia his powerto makean, 
ipetke's or bee man: oryet.caule3hlinde 


man .to.ſee. Gl, wm, I pra ulearme 
Deleppe Oe - g - 


or FAITH. © 53 
THE MIL CHAP. 
I The diviſion of inſice i in general with 


the definition of ener) part thereof. 
he cauſe that na man is juſt bythe law, 


+ | Serercr end examples prom all mt: 


(except Jeſus Chriſl)ro be ſummers, 


Etvs paſſe fotewarde in the difcuſ 
[i of this Article of juſtification? . 

forknowledge of the Which neceſ- Theen- 
farieitisro ſhowe whatiuſtice is of thai} gige of 
what ofthe awe; either of Godvr'rhint : : inftics 
which bein -ſhottly diſeufſed;weefrall 5 
themore cafily come tothe v the knowle 
of our ei buſi, cir hiehas ng 
farreaboue all taw, either of god or ihan: 
foritisthe' inflice'by triewhiet'a wicked 
man is made ul}; through fAarty-ifthe 
bloud of Tefas Ohtilt, withionr the works 
_ efthelawe,beraife ofthe deedevofthe Row 3. 
lavnoflelshilsVinadeiult before g60 884; Conn. 
#theapoſle faith, Thisis aſmuch'tofay tharno 
$deciufe norman fullileth thelaw/rior pt 
doth the deedes and workes of the fame, law, 
inthe pure andclcanc _— as the lawe 

bij 
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required themtobee done according te 
the puritie ofthe ſame, Therfore he lay 
oc Hrran noneluſt before gods, * 
Tuſtice in . 1his worde ivulticeor rightuouſneſſe 
geoeral.. cy he philoſophersis take c6- 
monly for ct 


nl e obedience'and outwarde 
k6neſty ; according ts all veftuesof mo- 

. rall maners, the which'a tnan may d 
and;performe; of. his qwae power; and 
--- QrEgih, Thisis called anyniuerſall orge> 
-  " * neral Juſtice after the,philoſpphicallde= 
_ . finicionctheſame $,Pax.called thexight- 
tuouſneſſe ofthe law,or workes, becauſe 
the Tranſgreſſours of ghis juſtice arepu- 
niſhed as wicked and ynrighteous..; For 
 Whome the Lawe: js made and ordinate; 
as Saint Pagle layerh,x, Timorh. the firlt 
Chap.forcheriuſt neederhing law. Theſe: 
pioxalliagers and ditcipline,is themoſk; 
- excellent raymemtorhabite', wherewith, 
- man may beecled,. Neuerthelefle, they: 
: cannot makea man iuft before. God,nor. 
_ is notthe Tuſtice which we (peakof here 
| in this creatiſe, 44 tees 253142); arfs ob 


- OF FATTH, 
- The Politike or 'Ciujll-Iuſtice!is the 
obediece which every Subicct and Infe- 
riour eſtate of mi, giueth to their prince, 
and Superiour, in all the worlde.- The 
which proceedeth- of the lawe of nature; 
and iis a good worke, without the which 
obedience {to the puniſhmet of the wic- 
ked,and defence oft the iult Jno common 
weale might bee conſeruedand keptin 
rule and order, bart all would runto:conr 
fuſion, Therefore are Princes and high» 


er powers commanded of God to be 0- Rem-t 3+ 


beyed,as his good worke: for theyarthe 
miniſters of God ynto good. Neuerthe- 
lefle, yee ſhall neuer finde-man ſoiuſt in 
fulfilling this iuſtice: but the lawe'of na+ 
ture-ſhall accuſe him that hee hathnot 
done his whole duetic, whiche the ſame 
requireth:Neitherthe Prince to the Sub= 
ie, nor the Subic& to the Prince, nor 
equallro equall, that is , Neighbour-to 
Neighboure : The knowledge of this 

lawe of nature is borne with man; pren- . 
tedin his harte,with the finger of God. 

And therefore let euery man confider 

INE uij 


F6 THE CONFESSION 
| his owneeſtate: and hee ſhall perceaue, 
that if god wil accuſe him, with this law, 
he ſhall notbe foundjiutt; becauſe of the 
deedes of the law, no fleſh ſhalbe: found 
What is iuſtbefore God, Notwirhftanding,hee 
Shoal which doth the deedes of this-law-and is 
man. Obedient thereto-inidoing ; and leauing 
yndone,accordingtotheexrernal works 
is ſoreakoned iuft before-mi, and liueth 
in the ſame:and therefore harhithe name 
of iultice. - | 
The Ceremoniall Iuſtice, is the obe- 
dience'and fulfilling of the Starures , 
ordinances,and traditions ofman , made 
| by the biſhop of Rowoganid other biſhops, 
| Counſels, Schoolemaiſters,and Houſe- 
holders,for good rule,and-order,and ma- 
ners,to bee kept/in the church, fchooles, 


+ and families. This isa\good workand ne- 
which ceflarieto be hadwith theſe conditions* 


ſhou!d 


be eſchew (thatis)thareheybe made, not repugnit 


edin KP tothelaw of god:8&that through keping 
weaics, ofthem: no man thinke him, the holyer 
. before god:noryetthereforeto obteine 


remiſſion of finnes,orto bee found right- 
ruous 
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euous before god. Nor yet that the fame 
may bind or obliſh any mi tothe obſers 
| uing ofthem, vnder the paine of deadly 
finne. Neuertheleſſe how well that euer 
ye obſerue or keep them, that is, this law 
Ceremoniall : ye ſhall not bee found iuſt 
| therethrough before God, becaus ofthe 
deedes ofthe lawe, no fleſh ſhalbe found 
iult before him. | 
The Iuſtice of the law morall or Moy. 
law,which is the law of God , exceedeth 
&i1s far aboue the othertwo iuſtices, Iris 
the perfite obedience required of mi, ac- 
cording toall the works and deeds ofthe 
ſame, Not only in externalland outward 
deed, butalſo with the inward affeRions 
and motions of the harr, conformeto che _ 
commandement. of the ſame { ſaying ) © wan 
Thou ſhalt louethy lord god withall thy Marci bo 
| hartwith all thy mind,with all thy powe 
cr,and ſtrength. And thy neighbour as 
thy ſelfe . This isno other thing burthe 
law of nature, prented in the harrofman, 
in the beginning : nowe madepatenrby 
the mouth of god to man, to vrcer his fin, 
| Ty. 


p———_ ——_—_— I Ine 
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and make his corrupred nature more pa- 

tenctohimielfe, And ſo isthelawe of 

nature ,andchelawe of Aſoyfer, ioyned q 

together ina knot , which'is a dotrine , 
teaching all men a perficerule, to know 
what he ſhould do: and what he ſhould 
leaue yndone,both to godandhis neigh- * 
bour. 

2 Theluſticeof the lawezis tofulfill the 
law:That is, todoothe perfite workes,of 
the lawe as they are required from the 

Mak; 6, bottom of the hart. And as they are de- 
&7. *Cclared & expounded by Chriſt:and who 
ſocuer tranſgreſleth the ſameghall neuer 
 bepronouncediult of the law. Butthere 
was neuer man, that fulfilled this lawe to » 
. the vitermoſt perfeRtion thereof ( ex- 
© cepr onely Ieſus Chriſt, ) Therefore, in 
., the lawe can we not finde our wſtice,be- 
cauſe ofthe deedes of the lawe, no fleſhe 
ſhalbe made iuſt before God. 
,; For the probation hereof, wee will 
ſhowe the auRthorities of the Scripture 
the beginning:howthe moſt holy fa- 
© thers.were traſgrefſours ofthe - 
fra there= , 


Of FAITH, 9 
: ; *That is 


therefore could neuer be maderighteous þ, origi. 
by che ſame:and ifrhey which were moſt naltfne 
ar” Gy Kal not be foiid iuſt by the deeds'is becom- 
ofthe law:muchleſſe may the wicked be,”< Min? 
pronouncediuſt by the ſame, Therefore; len rom 
wee muſt take this concluſion withthe PF . 
Apoſtle $,Paw/e.All haue ſinned, & haue, God 
neede, or are deſtitute , of the gloryc of het, 
God?*: Andare made iuſt freelyby grace gritic of 
through faith, inthe bloudof Teſus chriſt. gjce. na 
Adam firlt inthe paradiſe,tranſgreſſed righreout- 
the, law: andthereforethe ſame accuſed Mp2 mi 


him; and condempned him, and all his, was firſt 


poſteritie,as rebels and rranſ{grefſours of —_ 


the ſame,tothe death, Neuertheles, the;'**& | 
law remaineth (tilLholy, iuſt ;and good, unter co; 
requiring' the ſame holyneſſe,, Iuftice , 3 
and goodnefle of ys, as teſtified S, - P.. 3 ot 
Roma,7, . "And becatlſe wee doonortthe 
{ame, the lawe cuer accuſed vs,and pro» 
nounced ysrebelles , and tranſgreflours, 
as ourforefather ones Site iohe 
neverbe pronounced juſt by the Ra 
caus ofthe deeds of thelaw,nofleſh ſhal 


be mad iuſt before god: & ſecing all me 
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gotten by niturall-propagati6'hath deſ- 
cendedof A4am#* he'is cotruptedand re- 
bel tothelaw as A4o# wis:ForhE might 
oct nobetter ſonniesnorbisnatifrewas, 
This cofruptionis ſo infixt inthe nature 
of mari; thit hee'is'nener cleane purged 
thereof ; {6 lotig as'this mietrall- body of 
fir, & rhe ſpiric reminerti rogecher ; and 
this isthe cauſe why wee filfill not the 
lawejinthepure ind cleane forme as the 
fate requireth the dedes thereof to be 
done.Forthiscauſe $.P:{ayerti; Nowel 
worke hotthiseut!t bur the firine which 
OTIS inmefor oa torr he 
in me(thativimninyfleſh)nogoodttor the 
ood which? rhe 485Tnor , bur 
the euill which T would n6t, tliat'doo T, 
as Pauls wold ſay,ſprebeliofivistny wice 
* kednature;tothe affeRions of my ſpiric, 
that the very thirgswhith Tknow good, 
and would doo . for wealteſes may I nor 
complete.I would Tone, feare, honor,and 
thank: God, with'all'my hart,and all my 
Oren, and adheere to his promis: in e- 
uery houre andall tribulation, but by the 
| wicked 
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wicked fleſhe , Iam impediteto doothe 
ſame.For howbeit,l haue feare,andloue, 
begun into me, yet are naturall ſecurite, 

and concupiſcence impedimets,that the 

be not pure and perfite as the law requi- 

reth, and albeit] Lhaue faith begun i in me: neo 
whichteacheth that God istrue in al his ifin time 


poogren ets natural dubitatis,and im- *f*ibuls- 


tion hee 
cauſerh.mefrequent! to doubt, finde for 
if becilyouled deliver. And 4 murmurs bard 
ſomerime pci , andlouesnotGod himſell 
withall the hazr. Here my harres, ye may 
learme eApoſt.toknow this corrup- 
Ho og 7 he givesthe example 


dinnoother:: ing c- 
img oy ojiudge our ſelfe, and not 
our neigh © my 


corrmuptis of nature, iscalled ori- frighal 
gralnehicin wanting of ori- 5 
Sinall ultice , thatſhould rand in 

man accord) ngto his firſt creation, This 
corruprion. of, nature followed the fall of 
Adam-,in all men that the nature of mi 
maynottruely obey the lawe of god, nor 

ll the ſame forthe inherent faultes, 
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andconcupiſcence in the hart of man: 
engendred ofthis corrupted nature,&'fo 
cannot be pronounced iuſt by the lawe, | 
becauſe of the deedes ofthe law,no fleſh 
ſhalbe made iuſt before god. i 
From eAdamto Noe, from Noe, to A. 
 braham,and from Abrahamto Moyſer,in- 
during the which ſpace and time, wei 
finde none of the holy fathers,(which li- 
. ued vnder the law ofnature ) pronoſiced 
iuſtby the deeds of the law : but all were 
finners,and Tranſgreſſours of the lawe as 
Adam was, 2s ceſtifieck the whole hiſtory 
of Gen, Therfore,the iuftice ofa chriſtian 
man ſhall we not finde inthe law,becaus - 
of the deedes ofthe law,no fleſh ſhalbee 
found iuſt before god,  ' __ 
M Me who was mediatour betwene 
. god and his people of //#aeh, in giuing of 
the law ofthe two tables, (which is but a 
The bres. declaration of the lawe of nature right 
kingof wnderſtand)fulfilled not the lawe ,as yee 
chefrſ®  mayreade inthe booke of Nam,the 20, 
dement. chap.*where Afoyſcand Aaronarboth re- 
preheded of god for their diffidence, and - 
Incre= 
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incredulitie , the which is the breaking 
_ ofthe firſt commandement of god. Anda 
| reat and weightie ſin: howbeitthe rea- 
4 ofman cannot conſider it:yea veriely 
greater and weightier before God, then 
either ſlaughter or adulcerie.In the fight 
. of man the crime appeeres but ſmall*for *r6efs 
God gaue commandement toſpeake to Mort 
the ſtone,or rock in preſence of the peo® niſhmene 
le: And chargedthe ſame to giue water, "<9 
bur they ſpak to the people with a doubt 
({ayitg )may not god giue you water out 
ofthis rocke: & then ſtroke yps the one. 
| ewiſe, whichgaue water aboſidantly:but 


ood would not pretermitthe puniſhmet 

_ of their vnfaithfulnes(ſaying) they ſhold 
neuerenterin the land,promiſled tothe 
people of [/aell.And Moyſaalſo teſtified 
no mito be innocent before god, but by "= 
fauour and imputation of grace throu | 
faich. And howbeit 1Zoy[crepeted ſorethe pays. 
ſaid offence , & prayed feruently that he 
might enter into thelad ofpromis:he was 

not hard:for god would notalterhisſen- 

tence, as yee may colleR of the laying 

O 


Tab #19 


Ted;ok. 
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of 1oyſer,Dent.3.Chap.where god ſaith 
to him:{peak no more tome of that mat- 
ter, thou ſhalt not paſſe ouer the water 
of /ordane, Here ye may ſee that man can 
finde no iuſtice inthe lawe, which is of 
value before God, 

Tob,who was comended by the mouth 
of god, the moſt iuſt in earth,could finde 
no iuſtice in the Jaw: for howbeit he was 
Innocent in the ſighrof man: hee mighe 
not enter in judgement with god,becaus 
the iuſtice ofman,is nothing before god, 
as ye may reade in his booke, & alledges 
the ſtarres of Heayen, not to bee pure 
in the ſight of god:muchleſle,are men to, 
Rande in judgement with his law,to bee 
pronouncediuſt, Therefore,the holy m3 
Tob concluded his booke, with confeſſon 
and repentance og I_ tobe a 
fooliſh ſinner, And ſo by faith in the pro- 
miſed ſeed was receauedin the fauourof 
God,& accepted as 2 617 7M which 
isthe juſtice, that is of value before god, 

Daxid,the figure of Chriſt, of whome 
god ſpeake th({aying)I haue found ami 


AcCCOT- 
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according to my hartes defire,ſayth: en- ;,xy.1q, 


ter notin iudgement with thy Seruant 
(O Lorde) for in thy ſight nomanliuing 
ſhalbee made iuſt, or righteous : thatis 
aſmuch to ſay, afterthe mind of the pro- 
phete.If ye wilbe iuſtified by the law,ye 
mult enter in iudgement with God:who 


is he that liueth ſo godly, and holy inthe 


& 16, 
T[ab.134s 


earth, which may or ci defend his cauſe, ' 


being called tothe iuſtice ſeate of God, 
to giue accompt and — of all 
thinges which hee aughtto God,and by 
his lawe iuſtly hee may require; there is 
not oneas the Prophete ſaith : There- 
fore(O lord)ifthou ſhalt call vs to iudge- 
ment: and aſke queſtion of oure life and 
maners, according to the rigour of thy 
lawe: there ſhalbeetovs no Ga of ſal- 
uation, S. Auguſt, expounding the ſaid 
yerſe,ſaith : There is nomanliuing ypon 


earth,exceptedin this cauſe ,'nonotthe Auguſtine 


Apoſt,and concluded with theſe words, ©j7*!=4e4 
letthe Apoſtles ſay and praye: O father tohane 


ofheauen forgiue vs our debtes, as wee 


forgiue ourdebtours, andif any would 
G 


ſancds 
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ſay vntothem : why bye yee ſo, whatis 
your debt : They would aunſweare (ſay- | 
ing) becauſe noliuing creature ſhalbee 
| foundeiuſt in thy fight . Andin another 
placeexpounding the ſaid wordes:Enter 
not in iudgement with thy Seruant ( O 
Lorde) that is, ſtande not in iudgement 
with mee ,a{king from mee all thinges 
which thou haſt commanded, and giuen 
me charge to doo, and leaue yndone: for 
thou ſhalt finde me giltie,if thou enter in 
iudgement with me, Therefore ſaith hee, 
I have neede of thy mercy, rather then to 
enter with thee in iudgement, 
And S.Bernard,in the ſerm6 which he 
Marketie maketh & writs inthe day of all Saintes, 


wordes of 


$. Bernard, {peaketh afterthis maner: but what may 
all our iuſtice be before god:ſhal it not be 

- reputed or eſteemed, like vnto the men= 

ſtrous cloth of a womi, according tothe 

ſaying ofthe prophete: and ifit be ſharp=- 

ly accuſed,all our juſtice ſhalbe foiid vn- 
righteouſnes : what then ſhalbe our ſins, 

when our iuſtice may notanſwere for the 

ſelfe, Therefore,let ys cry.with the pro- 

| phecz 


— * _ _ _ 
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hete :enternot in iudgement with thy 
feruanc(O lord)and with all humility run 
to the mercy of God : which onely may 
ſaue our {oules, Here ye may clearely vn- 
derſtand,by the holy fathers, ſaying that 
they vnderftoode the ſcriptures, and ar» 
ticle of iuſtification,as we do, finding no 
righteouſnes inthe law:but only through 
faith in the mercy of god, 

The ſaide Prophete ſaith, ifthou { O 

lord ) ſhall keepe our iniquities,and 7A 
vp our ſins in ſtore,O Lord, who ſhall ſu- 
ſtaine or abide.sS, Aug.cxpounding thele pus, 
words,ſfaith:the on_g ſaid not:Iſhall 
notſ{uſteine : But who may ſuſteine or a= 
byde thy iudgement,if thou wilt accuſe, 
He ſaw the ks 55" life ofman,circumuol- Note. 
ued with finnes,all conſciences to be ac- 
cuſed with their owne thoughts. And no 
cleane,pure,& chaſt I, foiid pre- 
_— in his own righteouſnes, There- 
fore ifacleane or chaſte hart cannot bee 
foiid preſuming in his owne iuſtice:let all 
me with the hart in faith ynfainedly pre- 
ſume inthe mercy of god,8lay ynto him: 
WM. 
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Ifthou(O Lord ſhall keepe orlayevpin 

ſtore our iniquities:O Lord, who hall or 

may abyde it: where then is the hope of 

our {aluation,with thee (O Lord) for the 

helpe and ſatisfaCtion or ſacrifice for our 

 _ finnesis with thee, asitfolloweth in the 
puma next yerſe,ofthe ſame Plal. What is this 
ſinness facrifice,butthe innocent bloud of chriſt 
r 544g ſhedd, which hath deleted, and put away 
Galath, 3. ourſinnes , the onely price giuen, tore- 
lf . deeme all Priſoners and captiues forth 
Ti.) ofthe Enemies handes, Herefore help & 
Ap fatisfation is with thee (O lorde)for ifir 
were not with thee, but that thou woldſt 

bee aiuſtiudge, and not merciefull:and 
wouldeſt obſerue and keepe all our ini- 

«wars ſeeke them of vs, whomighe 

abyde it, Who ſhould ſandin thy iudge- 
ment,and ſay,I am innocent , Therefore, 

our onely hope is, that helpe, mercy,and 

fauour is with thee. O ye which are ad- 
uerſaries to faith, prent theſe wordes in 

your hartes, which yee reade with your 
mouthes , but take no care of them, and 


then yee ſhall notimpung this _— of 
| juſtte 
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juſtification: but ſaye with vs the wordes 
of the prophete: enter not into iudgemet 
with thy Craan© Lorde:for inthy fight 
no liuing creature ſhalbe found iult, 


THEXIIT. CHAP. 
1 Theinſticeof a Chriſtian. 
2 Thequeſhuns of the wicked againftthe 
manifeſt will of God, taught mthe 


ſcriptures, 


3 Tokenideclaring the ſerpentes ſeeat. 


Ow fithEs our forefathers , which 
Niue: molt iuſt,could not be made 

iult in the deedes of the lawe, or 
in no law could finde this iuſtice, by the 
which a wicked man is made iuſt:of ne- 
ceſſtie weare compelled toſceke the 1u- 
ſlice ofa chriſtian man; without all lawe 
or workes of the lawe : And of another 
then our ſelf, which is iuſt, and innocent, 
that no law may or ci accuſe:& through 
his luſtice we muſt be maid iuſt:for of our 
{elfes,weare not iuſt, Nor no man asche 


prophetſaith,the x 3, Plalme . Andthe 
G ij 


The ob- 
jecions 
ofthe 

wicked, 


FA 
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Apoſt.Ro.3.cha.All me haue left god, and 


altogether are becom ynprofitable: none 


of themis found good,except one,which 
is the man Chriſt Ieſu,the only begotten 
ſonne of god:by whom and by his merits 
through faith in his bloud , we are all re- 
ceaued into the fauour,grace,and mercy, 
of God the father,accepted as righteous 
and iuſt, without all our merites or deſer- 
uinges,tothe everlaſting lite, This is the 
tuſtice ofa chriſtian which at length ſhal 
be declared(with gods grace)hereafter. 
Here the aduerſaries will moue three 
queſtions , toſe if they may impung the 
trueth, The firſt 15:wherfore gaue god the 
lawto mi, or what auailed the giuing of 
the ſame:ifman ofhis owne power, and 
ſtrength,may not fulfill the lawe, The ſc- 
cond queſts is,if man may not be made 
inſt through the deedes and works of the 
law: wherefore ſhould man do any good 
works, The third is, how were the fathers 
made iuſt,& by what meanes.Tothe firſt 
queſtion concerning the giuing of the 
lawe: the cauſe wherefore it was or 
an 
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and why we fulfill not the ſame 2” I will 
an{were vnto it preſently, And the other 
two queſtions ſhalbee diſcufled with the 
Ariicle oftuſtification , That is, with the 
diſcuſſing of the iultice, pertaining toa 
Chriſtian man, Andin the forthſetting of 
good workes : which followed faith,as 
the true fruites thereof, 

Bur firſt yee ſhall note and keepe well 
in memorie,thatthe wicked euer obieRts The na- 
queſtions and cauſes , vnto god : on this (ure of 
maner when any thing occurres, which ked. 
tranſcendeth their fcthely wit, and rea- 
ſon:then ſay they,wherefore did god this 
or thatthing : the which ſayinges decla- 
reth th& to be the ſerpents ſled, of whom 
they learned that leffon » Foritwas his 3 
firſt propoſition , made vnto our mothet 
Emxe,in Paradiſe,ſaying. Wherefore hath 
god commanded you that ye ſhould not 
eat of all the trees in the paradiſe:thus he 
perſwaded the woman to giue him an- 
{were, of the cauſe not perteining her to 
know:& ſo brought her co cofuſion: EuE 
lodoth the yngodly,& ſonns of the deuil 

G ii 
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inquiring at God the cauſes ofhis ſecret 
iudgements,as wherefore hath god cho- 
ſen one:and reieted another, with other 
ſuch voprofitable queſtions, of the pre- 
deſtination, and foreſcience of God, But 
inall ſuch matters which are aboue , our 
capacitic andreaſon : letvsſaye with the 
Apolt.O highnes,o deepenes,o profoiid- 
nes,of the riches, ofthe knowledge, and 
of the wiſedome of God . Howincom- 
prehenſible are the iudgements of him: 
and ynſearchable are the wayes of him: 
for who hath knowen the minde of the 
lord,or who hath beene his Counſellour, 
or who hath firſt giuen to him tharhee 
ſhould giue againe to them : for ofhim, 
' andb Fim, andin him, areall thinges. 
To 6 4 be honour, praiſc,and glorie 
foreuer, 


Herefore my well beloued bretheren, 


Note wel. 1NqQuire ye nothing of the workes of god: 


and of his ſecret iudgementes: but as his 
worde teacheth you, and ſceke no cauſe 
of his workes, more then of his diuinitie, 


But be content to knoye thofe thinges, 
which 
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which are in your capacitie , and ynder 


iudoement of the realon of man . For as 


Tob layth in his booke, if God haſtely in« 1ob.g. 


quire vs, who ſhall anſweare ynto him,or 
who may ſay vnto him : wherefore doeſt 
thou ſo:He is god, whoſe Ire no mi may 
reſiſt, Readthe whole 10.chap.for con= 
firmaris of this matter, And Iexhort you 
by the mercy of god, toreade the Scrip- 
turesnot as they were a prophane hiſto= 
rie of Heftor, Alexander, or other gentill 
hiſtories, Nor yet as the manly ſcience of 
Plato, Ariſtotle,the biſhop of Romes lawe, 
or others , which are but the ſcience of 
men,and may be iudged by the reaſon of 
man: but with an humble hart , ſubmit 
you to god and his holy ſpirit, who is 
Schoolemaiſter ofhis ſcriptures: and will 
teache you all yeritie neceſlarie for =_ 


ſaluation, accordingto the promiſle of 


Teſus Chriſt , For the vnderſtanding of £456: 


the ſcriptures 1s not of manly wiſedome, 

or knoweledge -, but the Godly men 

moued by the holy ſpirite, haue ſpoken 

and forth ſhowenthe Dn knowledge 
| Y 


Mhome 


eo the 
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of the ſcripture, 2s Saint Peter ſaith in his 


ſcriprures ſecond Epiſt.the 1.chap. Therefore think 


arc difficil 


the ſcriptures not difficil:but to the fleſh- 
; fnxrar 2onin ſhal get no vnderiſtanding 
hereof, They deccaue you which ſay,the 


ſcriptures ar difficil,no man ci voderſtid 


them: but great clearkes, Verily,whome 
they call their clearkes,knowe'not what 
the {criptures meane;feare,nor dread not 
to reade the {criptures , as yee are taught 
here before, And ſeeke nothing inthem 
butyourown ſaluation : and that which 
isneceſlarie for you tro knowe, And ſo 
the holy ſpirit your teacher ſhall not ſuf- 
fer you toerre, nor go beſide the right 
waye: but lead you in all veritie, And 
ſo will we paſle forward tothe queſtion 
beforerehearſed, Wherefore god gaue 
the lawas wearetaught by his ſcriptures, 


THE XIIII, CHAP. 


2 efrintroduflionto anſwere the firſt 


queſtion of the wicked. 
2 Towhat creatures god gaue law and 
why he gaue the law to man, 
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3 Of Adams gifts before his fall hath no 
man experience, 
4 Thelaw ginento 71 oyſes , ana why 
man may not fulfilthe law. 


ſy ave can nothing be perfitly vnder- x 


ſtand without the groiid,and foiida» 
tion be ſought & knowe, So forthe true 
knowledge of this queſtion , ye mult be- 
gin at god,and know him,as he hath c0- 
mandedin his ſcriptures : and ſeeke him 
noother wayes,and by him yee ſhall get 
knowledge of yourſelfe, 

God being without beginning,as he is 

without ending : inthe beginning made 


all creatures perfite,right,and good :and 


laſt of all men, to his owne image and f1- 
militude,male,& female, hee made them: 
whom he induedand cled, with moſt ex- 
celent gifts of nature,and godly vertues, 
withoriginall iuſtice , full integritie, the 
law of nature imprented in his hart,with 
powertodo the ſame ofhis own freewil, 
And put him in the paradiſe of pleaſure, 
that he ſhould labour , 8 kepe the ſame, 
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with comandement to eate of the fruites 
of al the trees of paradiſe:and forbad him 
to cate of the fruites of the trie ofknows- 
ledge of good and euill, ttanding in the 
middes of the Paradiſe : Adioyning the 
paine if hetranſgreſſed this commande- 
ment,ſaying,whatſocuer day thou eateſt 
ofthe ſame,thou ſhalt dye the death, 

2 Not only gaue godalawe to man,bur 
alſo to beaſt, Sunne, Moone, Elementes, 
and all his Creatures in their kindes , the 
which theyſhould nor tranſgreſfle nor 0+ 
uerpaſſe, Thatin his creatures hee might 
be glorified, and haue obediece of them: 
to . 6 effect hee made them, 'and gaue 

them the lawe., This expoſition yee ſhall 
finde inthe 148.pſal. Where the prophet 
exhorts all creatures animate , and inani- 
mate,to preach and forthſhow,the glorie 
.of god, becauſe he ſaid the word, & they 
were made and gaue commandement, & 

Sa they were created. So the law was giuen 

exuſewhy £O man,to the effe he ſhould knowe his 

God gave Maker,glorific him, and obeyc him : for 


an.” © obedicnceis thefulfillin g ofthe law*.To 
obeye 


(» 
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obeye god, is to loue God, with all thy 


hart,with all thy mind, power,& ſiregth, Whatitis 


and thy neighbour as thy ſelfe, This lawe ord 


was prented pure, and cleane in the hart 
of Adam, who had free will, and power, 
of himſelfto do the ſame. For God made 
manin the beginning,andlefthiminthe 
owerof his owne counſel! , hee gaue to 
im his preceptes, and commangements 
(ſaying )if thou wilt keepe the comman- 
dementes, they will keepe thee,&c. Hee 
put before him fire and water, thathee 
might put his hand, to which of them he x:cp.rg. 
liked. He layd before him life and death, 
good and euill ('aying ) what ever ſhall 
pleaſe him,ſhalbe giuen to him,&c. 

The perfeCion of Adam, and know. 3 
ledge ofthe law, the rightuouſneſſe,and 
integritie of him,in his creation, with the 
excellent gifts and godly vertues he was 
indued with , are vnſpeakeable as ſaith 
Eccleſiaſticns, the 17,Chapter God crea- 
ted man of the earth,and made him after 
his owne Image, and fimilitude , turned 
and conuerted him againe in the ſame. 
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| Andcled him with yertues according to 
himſelf, &c.Read the whole Chap.which 

will inſtruct you of theſe noble vertues, 

and qualities of eAdar. What might hee 
want,being perticipant in yertues to the 

godly nature:nothing at all:and ſo allthe 

Altcrez- workes of god were madeperfite : the 
god were Which he neuer altered nor changed: No 
perfte!® more did he his lawe,but after the fall of 
ercation, Ma,by his prophetes and holy Preachers 
hee ſet forth and yttered his lawe inthe 

ſame forme & pure eſtate;as it was crea- 

ted: That man thereby might the more 


perfitly knowe his weakenes and imper- 


R-3-&7- fetion. Therefore the A 400K pe 


law is the knowledge offinne, The lawe 
js not ſinne, but finne is not knowen, but 
by the law.,Thatis the cauſe why thellaw 
workes angerand hatred, 

The law of Moyſes of the two Tables 
was butavttering and declaration ofthe 
law of nature. And that proues the ſay- 
inges of Chriſt: For when he had made a 
long ſermon,teaching his diſciples ,and 


the people, the perfeQion of the lawe of 


Row. 4. 


} 
. 


oem 


-and all the preaching of t 
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Meyſ.as ye may readthe 5, 6,8 7.Chap. 


of S. Math.concludes on this maner, All 
things whatſoeuer ye wil men doto you, 
doo ye the ſame tothem: For this is the 
law and prophetes. _— {ee the law 

i e Prophetes 
toyned in a knot tothe Lawe of nature, 
which teacheth vs what we ſhould doo, 
and what we ſhould leaue yndone, This 
lawe was perfitly prented in the hart of 
Adam, who wanted no perfeQtion to ful- 
fill, obſerue, and keepe the ſame, tothe 
vttermoſt perfe&ion thereof, 

For tranſgreſſion of the comandemet 
of god, our Prefather AdamL was exiled, 
& baniſhed forth of paradiſe: and ſpoiled 
of the integritie , perfeCtion, and allthe 
excellent qualities,dignities, and godlie 
vertues,withthe which he was indued by 
his creation,made rcbell,and diſobediet » 


to God in his owne default*, And there... may nor 


fore hee might notfulfill the lawto the _ 
perfeQtion as the ſame required, Forthe 
lawe remaining in the owne perfeCQti- | 
on, luſt , holye, and good, requireth, 


the infirmitie and weakenes of our fle 
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and aſketh the ſame of mi,to be in deed 
fulfilled. But all men proceeding from 
Adam,by naturall propagation,haue the 
ſame imperfection, that hee had. The 
which corruption of nature refiſteth the 
will and goodnes of the law,which is the 


' cauſe that wee fulfill not the ſame, nor 


may not of our power & tre grogthrough 
which isenemietothe ſpirit, as the A- 
poſtle ſaith. 

O miſerable man accuſe not God, but 
thy ſelfe, becauſe thou fulfilleſt not the 
late: For howbcit {thou )in thy default 
fell rom thy goodnes, and perfeRion of 
nature(by the which of thy own friewill 


- and power,thou might haue fulfilled the 


law ) intocuilnes and imperfefion: and 
hath corrupted thy nature : Neuertheles, 


 Godremainediuſt, good, true, and vn- 


changeable,and his lawe alſo, which re- 

uirethof thee herduty,not according to 
the fragilitie of thy nature,butto the pu- 
ritic ofhernature,according to the good 


will ofGod, Therefore impute no faule 
to 
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to god, nor yetto his lawe, thatthouful- 
filleſt not the ſame, bur to thy ſelfe, and 
thy corrupted nature, which obeyed the 
will of the Deuill , andreſiſted the good- 


will of god. 
THE XU. CH AP. 


TY What remained inman after his fall, 
and what may man do thereby, 
2 The opinion of the Philoſophers touch- 
ing the wicke anes of man. 
3 The office of the lawe,and what ſhall 
man accuſed thereby doe, 
T he concluſion of Paule, and enaſion 
of Sophiſtes therefrom: with argumtts 
conumcing them as Lyers. 


Otwithſtanding after the fall of 
man remained with our firſt pa- T 


rents ſome reſt , and footſteppes, 
ofthis lawe,knowledge, and vertues, in 
the which hee was created: And of him *Menmar 


deſcended in v$s*by the which of our free —_ 


will and power, we _— the outward wo'kes 
deedes ofthe lay, as is 


1 of the 
efore written, law. 


H 
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This knowledge deceaued and beguiled 

the Philoſophers : for they looke but 

to the reaſon and iudgement of man:and 

could not perceaue the inward corruptis 

, of Axes 122 euer ſupponed man to bee 
| Theopi- cleane,and pure ofnature: And might of 
- oo his own free wil and 'naturall reaſon,ful- 
phers. fill all perfection. And when they per- 
ceaued the wickednes of man from his 
birth:they iudged that to be,by reaſon of 

the -" ynder whome he was borne, 

or through euill nouriſhing, vpbringing, 

or other accidents:and could neuer con- 
ſider the corrupted nature of man, which 
is the cauſe of all our wickednes. And 
therefore they erred, and were deceaued 
in their opinions & judgements : but the 
peries chriſtian mi ſhould looke firſt in 
is corruption of nature,& conſiderwhat 

-. the law requireth ofhim:in the which he 
finding his imperfeion and finnes accu 
ſed:for that is the office of the law ,to vt- 

3 terſinne tomi,and giueth him noreme- 
dy,then of neceſſitie is he copelledeither ; 

to dipaire , or ſeeke Chriſt ; by whome } 
Ss %s | 
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hee ſhall getthe iuſtice, that is of yalue 
before God: which can not begotten by 
any law,or works,becauſe by the deedes 
of the lawe, no fleſhe ſhalbe iuſtified be. 
fore God, 

Yee ſhall not meruell of the oft re- 
hearfinge of thele wordes , that of the 
deedes of the law,no fleſhe ſhalbe made 
zuſt:that is ,declared,reputed,foiid,or pro 
nounced iuſt before god: for they are re- ' 
hearſed before the forthſerting of che ar= 
ticle of iuſtification , that it may ſeeme 
the more cleare, and to that effect the 
ſame wordes were ſpoken by the Apo- 
{tle Roy, the third Chapter, Ofthisma- 
ner,we know what euerthe lawe ſpeak- 
eth : tothemit ſpeaketh , whiche are in 
the lawe, thatall mouthes may bee ſtop= 
ped, andall the worlde made ſubie&t vn« 
to god,becauſc by the deedes ofthe law, 
—— ſhalbee made iuſt before him. 
And therefore I haue repeated them ſo 
oft, becauſethey lead all mento the per- 
fire knowledge of their iuſtificatis which 
isin Chriſt, 

H j 
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This propoſition of the holy ſpirite is 
ſo perhite, thatit excludeth(if ye will vn- 
derſtande the ſame right ) all the yaine + 
fooliſh arguments of ſophiſtrie,made by 
the jultifiers of them ſelfes , which per- 
uerte the wordes of S. Pale (as they doo 
the other ſcriptures of god )to their per- 
uerſed ſence and mind (ſaying ) that the 
Apoſtle excludeth by theſe wordes the 


workes ofthe law Ceremoniall: and not 


 thedeeds of the law of nature, & morall 


1. Argu- 
menre ' 
againſt 
Sophiſtcs, 


law of Moſes. The which ſhameles ſay- 
ings, are expreſly euacuar by the wordes 
of the Apoſt, Inſomuch that no man 
of righteous iudgement can denye: bur 
ſhall feele the iolne as it were intheir 
hands:by this probatis,the law ſpeaketh 
to all, thatis accuſethall men, that are 
ynderthelaw.All men are vnder the law 
of nature, orthe law of Aoy/; Therefore 
the Apoſt, ſpeaketh of the law of nature 
& A-foy.and of all men which he compre- 
hendeth vnder Iewe & gentill,as he pro- 
ueth by his argumetes inthe firſt and ſe- 


cond Chap,tothe Rowe, And concludetk 
in 


. And alſo I knewe not ſinne ( ſayth S.P, ) 


OE FAITH. 8 
in the third Cha.all men are finners, If all 


men bee ſinners:none is iuſt, If none bee 
iuſt,none fulfill the lawe. Ifnone fulfill 
the lawe, the lawe can pronounce none 
juſt. Therefore concludeth hethat ofthe 
deedes ofthe law,no fleſh ſhalbe founde 
iuſt before God. The ſame is proued by 
Dauidinthe 1 3, Plalme. 

Hereye ſeeby the words of the Apo- 
ſle,he intendes toproue and declare,all , , 
men Sinners ,Thatis, to ſtoppe all mens mer. 
mouths:andrto dryue them to Chriſt, by 
the accuſation of che law , No law may 2 
make or declare all men finners:and ſub- 
due the whole world to God:but the law 
of nature and Afoyſes. Therefore , vnder 
that word(law)the Apoſt, compreheded 
the law morall,and notthe law Ceremo=- 
nial only.Becaus it followeth in the text. 
The knowledge of finne,is by the lawe, 


Kon. 3. 


but by the lawe : Nor Thad not knowen 
thatluſt or c6cupiſcence had bene finne, 
were not the law ſaid:Thouſhalnotluſt: 
Therefore ye cinot eſchew: but confeſle 
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that the'Apoſtle ſpeaketh ofthe law mo- 
rall: yea,and of all lawes, and all men, 
becauſe hee excepts none, Therefore let 
vs conclude with the Apoſt.and the holy 
ſpirite,that the iuſtice of god is without 
the law made patent andforchſhoweb 
the lawe and prophetes. And then ſhall 
wecometo our Iuſtice , which is Chriſt, 
as S, P.laith the x, Epiſt.the firſt chap. 
co the Corinth. 

It yee will ſaye of your vaine conceate 
(as ye which are aduerſaries to faith euer 
obiccts vanities ) that the Apoſtle in his 
concluſion comprehendeth not all men, 
proceeding from Adam by naturall pro- 
pagation: but that ſome juſt men are ex- 
cepted, Ye ſhall not finde thatexception 
in ſcripture, of any man (exceprt)Chriſt, 
Who becing both God and man, is ex- 
preſly excepted, becauſe hee neuer con- 
tracted finne: Fraude,nor deceat was ne= 
uer found in his mouth, by this exceptio 
all other are excluded, becauſe there is 
no other (who can be found iuſt )burt he, 
For that cauſc, he only fulfilled the la ", 

an 
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and ſatiſfhed the ſame. By whome all 
which belecue , are accepted as iuſt, 
without the deedes of the lawe, through 
faith in the bloude of Iefu Chriſt, Letys 
paſſe forward therefore,in the ſcriptures, 
for to finde the Iuſtice of a chriſtian man, 
Which can not be founde in the laye, nor 
deedes thereof, 


THE XUI. CHAP. 
t Theaimerſitie of names of that inſtice 
which is acceptable before God. 
2 Juſtice ts plamly veweledin the enan- 
gell, 
3 Whatutolinemfaith,or by faith. 


Heiuſtice whereof we haue made h 
mentio inthe beginning: and that 
is ſocruclly and ryranoully perſe- 


cuted by our aduerfarie Sathan ,1s rheju. 
called the iuſtice of God: the iuſtice of tice of 


faith : and the Iuſtice of a Chriſtian —_ 
man: The whiche is all one thinge,glued m_ dj- 
and ioyned together, that by the fame, names. 


wee are in Chriſt ; and hee in ys: 
H iiij 
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by the mercy of god, purchaſed by chriſt 
through faith in his bloude , withour all 
our deſeruings, either proceeding or fol- 
lowing the ſame. And it 1s ſo farre diffe= 
- rent from the otheriuſtice of the law , as 
darkenefle from light: and heauen from 
earth: becaus it wilbe alone,and not par- 
ticipant with any other thing,that Chriſt 
may haue his due honour, Who obrained 
this iuſtice fro the father, and is the price 
thereof, 

And firſt it is called the iuſtice of god, 
becauſeit proceedeth only of the mercy 
of God, Secondly, the juſtice of faith, 
becauſe faith is the inſtrument whereby 
in Chriſt we obteine the mercy of God, 
freely giuen to vs for Chriſtes ſake, And 
thirdly,it is called ours , becauſe by faith 
in Chriſt without all our deſeruinges, 
wee receaue the ſame: and are made, re- 

puted,and compted iuſt, and acceptedin 
tothe fauour ofgod, And all three ar one 

Juſtice , deuided by ſundrie names, as is 

before ſaide,which is this article of iuſti- 

fication, As byexample: almes deede 

is 


— 
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is but one name . And yet afterthe com= 
mon maner of ſpeaking it is appropriat 
truely to three: that is tothe Giuer, to 
God,and tothe Receauer, In almes,the 
Hams indigent,haue no part bur on- 
y to receaue, and giue thankes, The gi- 
uer freely giuerh of his liberalitic & ſub- 
ance,and for gods ſake.Soitis properly 
calledthe almes of the giuer , and iuſt- 
ly attribute ynto god, becaus for his ſake 
itis giue, And alfſoto the receauer becaus ' 
he is made rich therewith, In the like ma- 
ner this iuſtice of God proceedeth of his 
aboundant mercy and grace, fauour,and 
vs hee beareth toward man 

ind,that is poore (yea )aboue all pouer- 
tie,laden with finne, hauing neede ofthe 


_ grace and mercy of God: deſtitute of all 


confort and conſolation. And therefore 
1s called his juſtice, by reaſon of the gi- 
uing, And itis called the iuſtice of faith, 
or the iuſtice of Chriſt : becauſe faith is 
the inſtrument, and Chriſt the Purchaſer 
ofthe ſame, Anditis called ours by rea- 
ſon of participation of all chriſtes merits: 
H y 
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which we haue through faith in his blud 
without our merites or deſeruinges. 4 
Therefore euen as the fickman recea« 
An apt fi- ueth his health: The poore his almes:and 
ACS tha drye earth the raine, without all their 
merites or deſeruings: So receaueſt thou 
of God this iuſtice, which is of value be= 
fore him, by ſuch 1uſtrumets as god pro= 
uideth mediatly thereto:he being the im 
| mediate cauſe. The phiſition giuerh thee 
his counſel in thy ſickenes,exerciſeth his 
labours vp6 thee, by the creatures of god 
according to his vocatis: thou docſt no- 
thing but ſuffer to worke in thee, til thou 
be healed. And then at commandemenc 
of the good Phifition thou keepeſt good 
dyet, not to get thy health:but that thou 
fall notagaine in ſickneſſe, The poore 
man receauing his almes, hath no parte 
thereunto, onely but to receaue, The 
man that awd beeing the iuftrument 
whome God hath made the ſtewarde of 
that his gift, The Earth receaucd the 
raine, and hath no part thereinto, but to 


reccaue, The Labourer or Plowman, 
be- 
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beeing the inſtrument to open the pores 
of the earth that the raine may deſcend 
into it, and thenit bringeth foorrh fruite 
in due time : Euen ſo it is with man, 
Itis called the iuſtice of God and not 
of man or of free wil:but of God,not that 
Iuſtice by the which Godis iuſt: but the 
Iuſtice with the which man is cledd,and 
by the mercy of God, of wicked made 
iuſt,as Saint Auguſtin? ſaith , in his booke 
of the ſpirite , and the Letter the 20.| 
Chap.in obteining ofthe which we nei- 
ther worke nor giue anything to god:bur 
receaueth,and ſuffers god to Jon. x iN VS. 
Therefore, it is farre aboue all iuſtice of 
the law, which mi doth,and worketh,the 
whichare alſo the works of god, both, be- 
caus they are of the law:and man may do 
them ofhis own free will , & powcr,zs to 
the externall work. And alſo they arethe 
giftofgod, Buralwayes they may haue 
no place in this Article of iuſtification 
before god, except yee will exclude the 
oy of Chriſt { whiche 6 0D for- 
id, 
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This Iuſtice was couered in the olde 
teſtament vnder Ceremonies, and ſacri- 
fices,butis made knowen and patent vn- 
to vs now, by the Euangell of Ieſu chriſt 
from faith to faith : That is not from one 
faith to another faith: but from that faith 
by the which wee receaue the Euangell 
of god, through hearing of his word,and 
with vladnefſ: accepte the ſame:in con- 
tinuall perſeuerance growing dayly in 
perfiter knowledge of god through faith 
 inChriſt,til we gue yp the ſpiric,intothe 
handes of the Father of heauen . Neuer 
doubting for whatſoeuer tentation or 
trouble, in aduerſitie : but receauing all 
thinges from God, and of his handes,as 
our forefather Abraham did, andiudge 
all forthe beſt, Then followeth the for- 
3 mall cocluſion. The iuſt ſhal live in faith: 
that iscuer continue in ſure truſt, hoping 
to obtain the thing, he looketh for, which 
is remiſſion of finnes, the gift ofthe holy 
ſpirite , andeuerlaſting life, all purchaſte 
by Chriſt without our merites or deſer- 


uingees, 
- This 


. 
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This is the faith of the which the Pro- 
hete Habac. ſpeaketh, the Iuſt ſhall liue 
by his faith. The iuſt man and faichfull 
hathneuer reſpe& to any thing, but a5 
to faithin chriſt: And what euer he wor 
or do,referreth all to Chriſt: & ſo remai- 


neth hein Chriſt, and Chriſtin him con- 


forme to the ſaying of F, P.I live now(no Gaith.z. 


not I)but Chriſt liveth in me:for ſo much 
as I live in the fleſhe, I liue in the faith of 


the ſonne of God, who hath loued mee, OR i 
and giuen himſelfe for mee, Here ye may to liegin 
ſeeto liue in thefaith, is to belecue in fats 


Chriſt :ioyned vnto himcontinually b 
faith : then liue wee in Chriſt, and C nil 
in vs, fro faith to faith, hauing no reſpet 
to workes or merites : but onely to the 


merites of Chriſt. And ſothe wut liuveth 


by his faith. 


THE XUII. CHAP. 


1 The defontion of faith. 
2 What fauththe Fathers had before 
Chriſtes incarnation; and whereby 


they were ſafe. 
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Good workes are a teftimonie to faith, 
Wherefore workes pleaſe God, 
The methode of S.P, in writing and 
teaching and the neceſſitie of good 
workes, | | 
6 Wherefore tuſtice is aſcribed unto man. 
7 Who ſpoyleth god of bys glorie, 


THe Apoſtle defineth and declareth, 

7 what faith is(ſaying)faith is the ſub- 
ſtance of thinges hoped or looked for: 

The Argument or matter of thinges not 

$7.3 Teene, without the which it is impoſlible 
to pleaſe god, That is ,faith is the true 

The defi- and perfite cp ofthe hart : reuclic 
fic, thinking and belecuing god, the which 
a man doth whe he beleeuerth his word, 

and putteth his ſure truſt in the mercy of 

ev amy is to belecue that his finns are 

orgiuen him for Chriſtes ſake only: The 

wrath ofthe Father pacifted, & he recea- 

ued in fauour,& accepted asiuſt:& firme- 

ly and yndoubtedly belecueth the father 

of heauen,to bee euer merciefull,gentle, 
helpefull , and fauourable yntohim, for 
Chriſtes 
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Chriſtesſake, withour all deſeruinges of 
his deedes or merites , citherpreceeding 
faith,or following the ſame , This is the 
Iuſtice of god, which is made patent and 
reuealed by the ſonne of god Chriſt Ie- 
ſu in his cuangell,as ſaidis before. 

In this faith only in Chriſt were all the , 
Fathers to the comming of Chriſt in the 7. 23. 6 
fleſhe made iuſt withour the deeds ofthe + NA 
lawe. And therefore all the promiſles of ;5. 
the coming of Chriſt, are to bad referred —_— Ito 
to-that promiſe made in Gen, the 3.Chap. ofthe fa- 
thar the ſeede pf the woman ſhall treade P*5Þ< 
downe the ſerpents head,&c, Andſo the incarna- 
faith of che Fathers in the old teſtament, _ 
and our faith inthe newe teſtament, was 
and is one thing:howbeit,they had other 
externall rites,obicRes, ceremonies, and 
fignes, then we hauc, And they belecued 
in the coming of Chriſt, to fulfill all pro- 
miles and prophefies ſpoke of him, And 
we belecue he is come already, and hath 
fulfilled al which was ſpoke of him,inthe 
law and Prophets, And hath aſcended to 


Uec heauines,& fitteth,atthe right hande 


a 
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of the father,our aduocate, And asthe 

Fathers belecued the firſt comming of 

Chriſt, euer deſiring and looking forthe 

ſame by faith: Euen ſo now wee beleeue, 

and looke for his ſecond comming, And 

molt feruently defire the ſame , to bee 
deliuered of this mortall bodye of finne, 

_ that wee may rule eternally with him in 
Os glory. That che Fathers were ſafe by faith 
arhe the without the deeds of the law.S. Per.teſti- 
S.Peer, ferh(ſaying) wherfore now tept ye god, 
ro put a yoke ws the neckes of the d{- 

ciples the which neither wee,nor our Fa- 
thers might beare : but by the mercy of 
Teſus Chriſt, we belecue to be tnade fie, 
as they were, AndS. Auguſt. inthe 157. 
Epiſt.ſaith : Therefore if the fathers{be- 
ing vnable to beare the yoke of the old 
lawe ) beleeued them to be made ſafe, 
by the mercy of ourlord Ieſu Chriſt:It is 
manifeſt that the ſame mercy, or grace, 
made the old fathers to live iuſt by faith, 
Now ye may ſee clearely thatthe old fa- 
thers were all made fafe, through the 


mercy of God, without all the egy 
c 
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che law. Then how will you make your 
ſelfe ſafe with workes ; whichneuer did 
ſo good workes,as the fathers, Sothere. 
can bee no better concluſion to exclude 
your workes,jn the article of iuſtificatis: 


then S. P. maketh (ſaying) thata man is Zaw.ys 


made iuſt by faith, without the deedes of 
the law. Therefore faith onely iuftifieth 
before god. Ye ſhall vnderſtand thatitis 
all one thing to ſay:faith onely iuſtifieth, 
And to ſaye faith without workes iuftifi. 
eth.As by example,if one ſaye,the goods 
man is in the houſe alone, orhe is inthe 
houſe without any body with him, This 
is all one maner of ſpeaking : Theſcrip» 
eure ſaith , mi is made iuſt by faith,wi 
out the workes of the law:Therefore we 
may well ſay, that faith onely iuſtifieth, 

For confirmation hereof, yee ſhallreade 
the 2, Chapter, tothe Hebre , before re- 
hearſed, inthe which yee ſhall finde the 
hiſtories briefly repeated by the A 
teſtifiing the fathers to bee made ſafe by 
faith, referring nothing to workes,except 
onely, thatthe workes bearc - outwarde 


4 PR 7 


/ 


3, 


Nob. 3. 


Gen. 3, 
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teſtimonie of the faith, eLbel,by faith or 
in faich oftered to god a-more acceptable 
ſacrificeghen Camdid, by the which hee 
obtcined witnefle that hee was iuſt : god 
bearing witneſſle of the offerings: and by 
the ſame hitherto ſpeaketh, being dead. 
Godlooketh firſt ro the hart ofn1an: be- 


fore hee looke to his workes, 25 teſtifierh 


the voyce of God{ ſaying ) Iiudge not 


after the Fghtof man : For hee ſeeth the 
1-Reg-'5- thing whiche appeareth outwardly : But 
*Theman I beholde the hart*. ; Thatis , the man 
is firſt juſt 
before the 
workes be inthe fauour of God(ase Abel was) And 


is firſt made iuſt by faith : And accepted 


then:his workes are acceptable and 


| pleaſe God , becauſe they are wrought 


in faith.That it is the mind of the Apolt. 
S. P.toexcludeall workes (erthergoing 


. beforeorfolowing faith ) to bre of the 


ſubſtance of the Article of iultification : 
proued clearely the arguments and mat- 
tersof his Epiſt. Specially tro the Rom. 
Galath,Hebre. Inthe which he laboureth 
ſodiligently , that all the Sophiſtes and 
workets,thatare luſtifiers ofthemlſeltes, 


may 
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may not get a' corner ts hydetheminto, 
from his concluſions, without they den 
Chriſt and his office: At theleaſt ih eff 
(as they Joo after their maner, ) But'the 
wiſedome of god andhis holy ſpirite de- 
ceauetlithem; for whent they wreftand 
throwe the ſcriptures; totheir mindein 

one place, Fheys are compell6din another 

place of the ſame Scripture- to confeſſe 

them ſelfes Lyers ;*Iti the Epiſtle: 6the 

Rom. from the begitiniitig tothe 2. chap. 

and inthe Epiſtle to the "Galath;to the 5. The pur. 
Chap:* with/all laboure'and diligence, p poipof 
he ſetteth forth the juſtice of god! to bee ty om, 
chroughfaithin Teſu Chriſt withour all > oo 
workesofthelawe, And when he hath 
eſtabliſhed the ſame Article of iuſtifica< 
tion: Then ſerteth he forth the workes of 
righteouſnes,in the which a chriſtian ms 
ſhal live becatrs the iuft (hal live in faith, 
This order ye may ſee in the GaideE 
les:and ih che Epiſt:;tothe Hebre, hee dee 
clareththe office of Chriſt, his prief 
and (: acrifice, and otveth' faich het plate 
the I Chap. All his laboure wi Ex 
I y 
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clude the'mixtion;which nowtheſe fain- 
ed workers would haue ioynedin with 
faith and the benefite-of Chritt, which is 
no'other thing but the worke of the deuil 
our aduerſary,to make the death of chriſt 
| In yaine,as the Apoſt.ſayth: Therefore if 
wſtice be ofthe law,or by the lay,chriſts 
death is in vaine. - -.- ALEERE 
| Butthinke not that Lintende through 
theſe aſſertionsto exclude good works: 
No,god forbid ,forigood workes are. the 
_ _.Liftof god, and his good creatures, And 
ought and ſhould be done ofa chriſtian, 
"7 is thalbe ſhowen hereafter at length in 
heir place;Butin'this article of iultifica- 
© tion, yee muſt either exclude all workes, 
orels exclude Chrift from you,and make 
yaurſelfes iuſt : the which is impoſſible 
to do, becauſe we are wicked and can do 
- no.goodatall, which can be of value be 
fore God,, or pacifie his wrath, except 
Chrilt firſt make our peace, Forthatis his 
| office*forthewhichhe came inthe world 
andſuffered death : Soifyee will not ex- 


clude Chriſt,exclude your workes,Forin | 


this 
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| this caſe there isno concurrence More the 

F then there is berweetie darknes 8&light# wrathof 

For what participation hath 'i hteoiUſy which our 

nefſe with iniquitie, or what fellowſhip workes. 

hath light with darkneſſe. The definition dos. 

| of chis Juſtice is made plaine by $1 P..Ro, ©46+ 

1 the 3.Chap.which Iexhortyou tro reade: 
conſider worde by worde,conceaue;and 
prent them well in your barts, then Jhall 
ye beableto contend and fight yaliitly 

| againſt ſathi, and his ſophiſtes:of whom 17+.5 
yee ſhall haue viRtorie by faith , whichis 
our victorie that ouerc6imeth the world, 
" Theiuſtice of god is, by the faith of Te- 
ſu Chriſt , In all,and yponall,which be- 
lecuein him), there is no diſtinRi$ or ex« 
ception, All haue finned,and haue need 
& are deſtitute)of the glorie of god:Bue 
they are made iuſt , by his mercy; freely 
without the workes, by the redemption 
which is in Chriſt Ieſu:whome god hath 
proponed or layd before a ſacrifice or ſ#+ 
tiſfaQis by faith in his bloudro the forth» 
ſhowing of his iuſtice,for remiſſis of the 

finnesbypaſt; the which go hath ſuffe- 


31 
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red to the forthſhowing of his righteouſ 
nes at this time ,that hee may be iuſt,and 
inftifie him , which .is of the faith of Ic* 
{ſu Chriſt, Where chE is thy glorie or van= 
ting?itis excluded by what lawof works? 
_ No, butbythe law of faich:Therfore we 
belecuciurely a man to be made juſt , by 
faich withourthe deedes ofthe law. 
| Now,1 pray yautell me what plainer 
words maybe {poke,or termes inueted to 
exclude all our works,merites, or power, 
to be participant with god inthis article 
ofiuſtificarion. They are as plaineand 
cleare as the fonne in midday,Neuerthe- 
lefle becauſe the wordes are ſo prettous, 
and neceſſarie aboue all things to be im- 
preniag, nnd continually keeped, inthe 
art 'of man »-I will make ſome declara- 
tion ofcuery part,and particle of this de- 
finition. And proue'by authoritie of ſcrip- 
ture;,'this zuſtice ofgod ( by the whicha 
manis made iuſ)tobe without all works 
or power of mi, only by faith in the mers 


cy of god. (if) Env ord 
Of Nis luſtice Danlprakeci([ayin g , 
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7 lead me inthy iuſtice, O lord, becauſe of pu g, 
| myenemies: dire&t my way inthy fight, 

| Thatis, O Lorde my god, tor thy greate 

| oodnes, finguler kindnes, and natural! 

hes , thou waſt euer wontto ſhow vnto 
finners and mankind:bee to me a gouer- 
nour, ouider,and conuoyer,in all perilles, 
and daungers : ſuffer neuer my minde 
to decline fromthe right waye, for any 
maner of ſtrength or feare of my enimies, 
And allo inthy iuſtice (O Lorde)deliuer 7/4-39- 
me: that is,for thy goodneſle and mercy: 
And after,iudge thou me(O Lorde} and 
diſcuſſe my cauſe:rhat is, take my defece 
vponthee: for I am notable ofmylelfro ,,, . 
reliſt, Therfore in thy iuſtice deliver me: 
and be ynto me a ſtrength inuincible, So py. , 
ſhall ye finde in divers and ſundrye Pſa, 
& other places of ſcripture, as Damel'9. 
Chap. Iaſtice andrighteouſnes vntothee 
(O lord)but vnto vs confulis, and ſhame 
of face, In the which Chap.ye may read 
what iuſtice or holyneſſe , that holy Pro- 
wo aſcriueth vnto him, or tothe moſt 

oly of the people : Amongeſt whome, 


I iti 


6 
Fiat. 4. 


Pſal.7. 


Pſal. 143+ 
The holy 
ghoſt is 
neuer cd- 
traric to 


himſclfe, 
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aſfluredly there was many good puniſh- 
ed with the wicked : but none which 
might aſcribe righteouſnes to themſelf. 


NR yoo ſhall finde in Scripture 
this worde iuſtice, aſcribed vnto man, as 
Dax. aith:heare me, who called on thee 
(O Lorde)of my iuſtice,8&c, Thar is,god 
the Author,Giuer,and keeper, of my in- 
nocecie, hath looked yp6 me, And wdge 
me, lord, after my iuſtice,and according 
to my innocency,which is in me, Here he 
forthſhoweth nor his yertues or hisrigh» 
couſnes, whiche are in him with theſe 
words, becauſe he ſaith in another place: 
Enternot in judgement with thy ſeruant 
(O lorde) for in thy fight no liuing thing 
ſhalbe found iuſt, And the holy ghoſte 1s 
neuer c6trarie to himſelf, But here he cal 
ledthe iuſtice of God his,by imputation. 
And alſo hee was innocent of the thinge 


| which was laydeto his charge, by King 


S$axle, who euer accuſed him of treaſon 2: 
and yſurping of the crowne of //rael, in 
the 16,Pſal,hee ſaith : Heare my twſtice,O 
Lorde 1nd gine attendance to my deſire and 
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| popey; _ Here hee calleth his iuſtice, 


is petition, Andin innumerableplaces 
of ſcripture, yee ſhall finde this word iu» 
Kice ſometime aſcribed to god:& ſome- 


time to man, becauſe of the receauing of why iu- 
cribedto 
makes the ſelfe plaine , bytheſentence man. 


the ſame from god:buteuer the ſcripture 


that gocth before, or els followeth, orin 
ſome other place, Therefore, take good 
heede ypon the reading of the ſcriptures, 
that ye deceaue not your ſelfes,aſcribing 
w deede or power of yours to the Ar- 
tiele of iuſtificati6:for it may ſuffernone, 
but only Chriſts merits, becauſe the me- 
rites of man, are impure and imperfite,& 
may. not o—_ the iuſtice of God :nor 

ſtandin his fight, ; 
It followeth in the definition of chis 
juſtice: By thefaith of Ieſu Chriſtin all, 
and ypon all which belecueth in him, 
Here ye may ſee our faith,that we beleue 
in Ieſu Chriſt, called his faith, as itisin 
deede.Andthe faithalſoof god, and by 
the ſamereaſs, as the iuſtice is called be- 
fore,becaulc it is the gift of God,as S,P, 
I y 
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Fe FE ſath,Ephe.the 2.Chap.and is the inſtru« 
of leſs ment by the which we obtcinethe mer. 
, Chit& cy of god ,remitſion of our ſinnes*, the 
receave Bf of the holy ſpirite, and euerlaſting 
thereby» life:all for Chriltes ſake , without our de- 
ſcruings by the which wee arcioynedin 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in vs, as the pretious 
ſtone is ioyned in the gold ring.So let all 
our dclite and pleaſure bce to imbrace 
Chriſtin our hart by faith in his bloude. 
For, faith is the thing which Chriſt deſt- 
reth of a finner.Beleeue ſonne thy ſinnes 
' are forgiuE thee, And alſo,all which be 
zo Jecue in mce( ſaith Chriſt) ſhall notdye 
eternally, Andtothe woman in the 7, 
Chapter of S., Lxc.thy faith hath made 
thee ſafe, 

* It followeth in the definition :there is 
nodiſtin&tion nor exception,all hath f1n- 
ned,and hathneede of the glorie of god: 

1Regs, Eharis,all wanteththar iuſtice which god 
2-P<r.6, approuedoriudged to be glorie. And lo, 
Eko. all mearefinners,and reieted from god, 
*Thelaw and cannot be made iuft by the lawe, be= 

cauſe the ſame accuſed finne,%and is ike 


is a mir. 
2 


TORr. 
- 
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amirrour inthy had to c6fider the forme 

ofthy face: which can do no other _ 

but ſhow thee thy deformitie, God hat 
concluded all vnder fin that he may haue 

mercy ypon all. The ſcripture hath con- 

cluded Ki vnder fin, that the promis may ,, 
be giuen chrough the faith of Ieſus chrilt Galaths z, 
to all which beleeue. 

| | It followeth in the definition, but the 

are made iuſt,freely,by the grace of god, 
through the redemption which isin leſu 
Chriſt, Here ye ſec the Apolt.purpoſerh 
to exclude all yourmerites in Jehieving | 
of this juſtice, To the effeRhe may (asin 
all his Epiſt, andlabours he intended)ſer 
foorth the glorie ofgod:and the benefite 
of chrilt,the which ci nowiſe be highlier 
ſcrforth, then in the making ofa wicked 
man, iuſt, and freely:that is, for nothing: 
and without deſeruing : Forthat —_ 
Chriſt is made to vs,from god, wiſdome, 
q juſtice, holynes,and redemption: that he 
| which reioyſeth,may reioyle inthe lord. 
Andthatmeaneth the Apo. Pax, andthe 
prophet /eremie , which will haue all out 


1.Cor.1. 
Imes. 
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vertues giuen vnto God, as wiſedome, 
ſtrength,& riches, which ate in our pow- 
er,tovieandexerciſe,asthe gifts of God: 
muchmore iuſtice, which is not in our 
power. For we are made,& make not our 
{elues : the which we do,if wedeſerue it, 
either for workes preceeding or follow- 
ing the juſtification, to haue any part of 
the ſubſtance thereof. And fo would 
.. yedrawethe glorie of Godtoyouin one 
part, the which God will nor ſuffer, as 
the Prophere Eſay ſaith :My = will I 

giueto no other, either mult yee make 
your ſelues iuſt , orels bee made iuſt by 
god : if yee make your ſelues iuſt, yeare 
notallowed of god, Fo the glorie re- 
dounderh to your ſelfe of your owne 
worke. This, the holy ſpirite will never 
approue nor conſent ynto, as ye readthe 


.. ſecondEpiſt.tothe Corizth.the 10,chap, 


Coloſ.3.Philip 3. Galarh.6. 
Thar wee are madciuſt, freely,by the 
mercy of god,declareth S.?.for cofirma- 
 tionofthis his aſſerti6:by grace(ſaith he) 
yeare made ſafe, through faith ; andthat 


not 
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not of your ſelfes:It is the gift of god,not 
of workes, that none haue matter to . 418 Fabe, 2; 
rieorreioyle, This ſame he aſhrmeth in 

his Epiſtle, to Tis the third Chap. and 

Rom, the 11, Chap, where hee ſaith,if it *Tharle 
beeof grace, then it is not of workes: of finnes 
Otherwiſe,grace were no grace ,* Here ye nor 
ye may ſce,this iuſtice is of o& 


mercy freely yen, * 
without all oure merites or deſeruinges, 
Yeeare made iuſt by the redemprion 
which is1n Chriſt Ieſu:; and not in your 
{clues,For Chriſt hath redeemed vs '2gn8 
the curſe of the lawe: and is made for vs 
accurſed, That is, hee ſuffered the paine 
which the curſe of the lawe inioynedts 
vs by ſinne:in whome wee haue redemp= 
tion by: his bloude , remiſſion of our | 
linnes-,; according. to the riches of his _— 
mercy and grace, What wordes may bee Ur 1. 
more www —_ this iuſtice onely 
ye in Chriſt,excluding our merites, 
ee havethe ſame aſſertion in the Epi- 
ſtle to Titws, the ſecond Chapter,Galath, 
the fourth, and Apocahypſir,the fifth chap- 
ter ; Where it is written, Thou att 
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worthie(O Lord) to take the booke,and 
open the ſcales of it: for thou artſlaine 


& haſt redeemed vsto god in thy bloud, 
hee ſaith nor in our workes, but in thy 


Thewrath bloud, Here ye __ {ee and conſider our 


of God 
ag-inſt 


anne, 


finnes were nolightthinges.Cofidering 


' there was noother thing whiche might 


acific the wrath of the Father : bur the 
loud, and death, of his onely begotten 


ſonne Chriſt Ieſu , ro bee made man for 


that cauſe, And now for yaine'inuen- 
ted Imaginations,of ignorant Sophiſtes, 
(which will not onely be their owne re- 
demers:but alſo redeme others)this pre 
_ bloud isrepute in vaine , oralight 
Ng. M- 
Ifallowerh whome God hath layde 
before a {acrifice or fatiſfation through 


- faith in his bloud, to the forthſhowing of 


his iuſtice,for remiſhon of the ſmnes by- 
paſt;the which god hath ſuffered (orin 
the ſuffering of god)to the fortkſhowing 
of his Tuſtice,at this time, that he may be 
juſt: andiuſtifie him which is of the ith 


of Icſu Chriſt, Here the apoſtle aboun- 
deth 
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deth in wordes : to exclude all ſophiſtrie 

and yaine conceate of workes, which me 
intende, and would intendeto make ſa- 
tiffaction for finne , For hee ſetteth forth 
Chriſt here, the full ſacrifice,and ſatiſtac- 

tion, for finne, And therefore, he called 

him the mediatour of the new teſtament, 

by interceſſion of his death, And alſo *** 
Chriſt offered a ſacrifice forfinnes : and ,,, 
for euer fitteth atthe right hand of God, 
beholdingrill his enemies bee made his 
foote ſtoole, And. /ohn ſaith,if any ſhall 
finne,we haue an aduocare before the fa» 
ther(Teſus Chriſt)who isiuft, and he isſa. *** 
tiſfaction,for our ſinns: not only forours, 

but for the whole worlds:& that through 

faich in his bloude, For there is nothing 

may bring vs thereto but faich only, And 

no ſatiſtactis may be,but Chriſtes death, 

who hath ones dyed therefore, andſhall ,,_ 
notdye againe,death ſhall haue nomore 
dominion ofhim , In the which hee hath 
declared him iuſt,in fulfiliing che promus 
made of himin the lawe and prophetes. 
That isthat he wastomake vs iult, which 
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could not make our ſelues iuft, 

And where hee ſaith, for remiſſion of 
ſinnes bypaſt, the which God hath ſuffe- 
red,&c. Vnderſtand not that of the finns 
bypaſt before the coming of Chriſt one- 
2 alſo of all finnes committed to the 
worldes end. For theſe words are ſpoken 
foorth ofthe mouth of god, with whome - 
all things is preſent,'as yee may conſider 
by the Fi 79 of Chriſt, ſpeaking tothe 
Tewes onthis maner : BetoreAbraha WAS, 
1.3 TIam,Howbeit, Abraha was dead a thou- 

ſand yearcs before his incarnation. So to 
the penitent, all ſinnes are bypaſt:There- 


fore the remiſſion of ſinnes by: paſt in 
[> 


Chriſtes bloude, indurcd to the endof 
the worlde, 
Heb. This is neceflary to know for two cau- 


ſes principally. The one is,for confound. 
Tho here, ing ofthe herefie of the Nouatias, which 
fie of the. peruert the ſayings ofthe Apoſt, where. 
Nouta5: ypon they would inferre that man once 
being iuſtified : and thereafter falling in 
finne, may haue no place of repentance, 


whiche were the pecuerting of all the 
(crip- 
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ſcriptures of God:and his promiſſe inthe 7; x, 
bloud of Chriſt, whois the lambe of god, 
that taketh away the ſinnes of the world, 
And our aduocate,facrifice,and fatiſfac- 
tion, Howbeit,the Apoſt.ſpeaketh plain» 
lychatirt is impoſſible to be renewed to 
repentance through renewing of bapriſ- 
me:for that were to crucifie chriſt againe, 
not in his fleſhe : but in thy fleſhe which 
would be new baptiſed, 
The other cauſe isto exclude their 0. 
Py which think that Chriſt ſatiſhed, 
ut for originall ſinne onely:8& that bap- The falſe 
tiſme giueth or hath purchaſte grace to «mm 
man, afterthe baptiſme that he may ſa. Phiſtes 
tiſhe for his owne finnes by recompenſa= 
tion,as god werea marchant to chop & 
change with man: Thatif Chriſt was the 
firſt marchant,they ſhalbe che next, And 
this is as great a herelie as the other, by 
the which they would make the pions 
of Chriſt but a vaine trifle:and chaunge 
faith into'workes of mans making : The 
which is the work of the deuill,that euer 


intended, to impung this Article of iultie 
K 


1.10. 
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fication,by the mixtion of workes, This 
opinion S./.confounderhin his 1.Epiſtle 
the firſt and 2, chap. where he declareth: 
firſt, if a man ſay he hath no finne, hee de- 
ceaueth himſelfe, And then if man fin- 
ne{as doubtleſſe all men dooth) he ſayth 
wee haue an Aduocate Chriſt Ieſu, who 
is iuſt:and is a fatiſfation for our finnes. 

Moreouer, all men , howe iuſt that e- 
uer they bee, neede dayly to praye : for- 
giue vs our debts, as we do our debtours: 
the which prayer were notneceſlarie,nor 
Chriſt had neuer taught the ſame : It we 
might haue ſatiſfied for our owne finnes, 
at any time,So Chriſt is euer our ſatiſfac- 
tion,and we dayly ſinners, Therefore we 
ought euerto pray, forgiue ys our debts, 
as we forgiue our debtours, 

- Itfolloweth in the definition where is 


| thy glorie? by whatlawe is it excluded ? 
O 


works:No, but by the law of faith:and 
concludeth man to be made wſt by faith 
without the deeds ofthe law:yeſhall vn- 
derſtand that glorie in this place istaken 
for the ſure rrult and belecte which men 
put- 
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putte in their owne workes and merites, 
the which the apoſt,wil haue cleanly ex- 
cluded forth of Fig article: & giuE wholy 
to chriſt, who deſerueth the ſame, becaus 
he is obteiner thereof;to vs through faith 
in his bloud. The which faith wil haue no 
thinge participant with it in this caſe, 
more then the light of the eye, will haue 
or ſuffer the finger in it, to help the hgh, 
No, it can not ſuffer a mote, but euer 
waters,bcing hurt till the mote be taken 
foorth, Euen ſo faith , foorthſhoweth 
all thing tothe glorie of God, and me- 
rites of Chriſt, without all workes or me- 
rites of man, 


If Abrahayl had beene made iuſt of 


works,the had he wherein to reioyſe,but X*+ 


not before god, Andalfo hee had not ob- 
teined that name to be called the father 


ofthe faithful, but the father of workers. gs. 


Therfore the ſcripture ſaith, 4bra.belee- v 
ued god, andit was reakoned tohim for 


righteouſnefle, ' In the which ſcriptures 6th x, 
yee ſhall not onely finde this juſtice x... 


whiche is of yalue before god: attribute 
K ij 
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and giuen whole to faith , in the mercy 
of God: buralſo the workes expreſly ex- 
cluded: For ether wee muſt be made iult 
by faith only,or by workes only: becauſe 
they may not bee mixt without Chriſtes 
death bein vain:for to himthat worketh 
ſaith (Panle)The rewarde is not impure 
accordiug to grace, or mercy, but accor- 
ding to debt. But to him which worketh 
not: that is, confideth not itt his own me- 
rites: but belecueth in him which iuftift- 
eth the wicked : his faith is compted to 
him for righteouſneſle , according to the 
Pagans ofthe mercy of God: And that 
without workes, For the probation and 
ſure ynderſtanding of this aſſertion ,yec 
ſhall reade the whole 4. Chap, Rom. the 
I 5.of Gene.the 2. 3.and 4. Galath, and 2: 
to the Ephe.,which wordes ſhalbe ſhowen 
inthis ſubſequent Chapter. 


THE XUIIL. CHAP. 


T The cauſe wherefore God loneth vs. 
2 Whereby commeth the heruage. 


3 Theconſlance of Abraham my 


4 
S > 
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and his obedtence, 
4 Jeſus Chriſt payeth for vs that, which 
the law requireth. 


5 _ Whoſpoileth Chriſt of his office. 
B Y grace yee are made ſafe(by faith) 7 


and not of your ſelues, Itis the gitc 

of God : not of workes,that no man 
reioyl{e,we arc his handywork,created mn 
Chriſt Ieſu vnto good workes,the which 
god hath prepared that we ſhould walke 
in them, 

Verily, theſe wordes are worthy to be 
written inletters of golde : andeuer im- - 
prented inthe harr of man, becauſe hey 
coteine the whole ſomme of the Euagell 
of Chriſt, And alſo exclude all the yaine 
{ophiſticall argumentes made contrarie 
this article of iuſtification,becauſle in this 
Epiſtle there is no queſtion of che law(as 
in the Epiſt,to the Rom.and Galath) But 
tis written to the gentiles being confir- 
medinthe faith : And alſo perſeuering 
thereunto,whome the Apoſlle certifieth 
of their juſtificatis in the firſt thre Chap. 
K ii 
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And then ſetteth forth to the end'of the 

Epiſt. the workes of righteouſnes,inthe 

which true Chriſtians Rould liue,accor- 

dingto their vocation, vpon the which 

wordes I will make ſome ſhort declara- 
tion,according to the ſcriptures, 

© Bygrace yeare made ſafe: That is,by 

the grace, & mercy of God, and aboun- 

dant louc he hath to mankinde,becauſe 

| Wherfore hee hath made vs, hee would not , wee 

; 1.9—ug {ſhould periſhe, For hee loueth his owne 

Exech. 18. worke.Hee ſaith, I will not the death of 

33 aSinner, but thathee conuert and liue: 

hee made vs that hee ſhould loue ys: for 

no mi hateth or inuyecth his own worke, 

Pphe.z> This grace we get by faith in Ieſus chriſt, 

the wich is not our worke, but the gift 

of God. For wee are not of our {clues 

able or ſufficient { as of ourſelues) to 

thinke a good thought : bur all ourabi- 

litic is of god, as the Apoſtle ſaith the 

ſeconde Epiſtle to the Corinth, the thirde 

Chapter,and Ga/ath, the third Chapter : 

1f the heritage bee of the lawe, then it is 

not ofthe promiſle : but by the HR 

| ” 
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godgaue it'to eAbrahams, 1ſmaell, and 
E/aw, which were the eldeſt Sonnes,who 


' ſucceedednotto the heritage:bur /ſaac, 


and /acob,whiche were heires of the pro- 


miſle,ſucceeded, 
Weearenot made ſafe through wor- 


kes,that none ſhould glorie, becauſe god 
will not haue vs reioyſing in our ſclues 
in any parte of his cites, as the Apoſtle 
faith : What haſt thou that thou haſt not 
receaued? Andif thou haſt reccauedit: 
mY reioy{eſt thou,more then thou had- 
deſt not receaued it? Yeſee works exclu- 
ded forth of this Article , that man hath 
no matterto glorie, but to referre all-the 


glorie vnto god, asis before rehearſed, Tobee 
And that man hath nothing to gloriein» git 


I.Ca 


te 


to, butin the croſle of Ielu Chriſt , by Ckſt 


whome wee ſhould crucific the worlde 
tovs. That is, wee ſhould eſteeme all, 
that is in the worlde wicked; asthe A- 
poltle ſayth, to the Galathians , the fixt 
Chapter, 

Yee ſhall not merue!l , that our ſalua- 
tioun.is aſcribed, and attribute to the 

K iii 
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mercy of God, through faith excluding 


all worces, becauſe the reaſoun is here 
ſhowen bythe Apoltle,in theſe wordes: 
For we are the handyworke of God created 
Wn leſus Chriſt , unto good workes : Thatis, 

42.19, forſomuch as we. live, haue life,and vn- 
. derſtanding, andbeleeue, it is of God: 
and not of our ſelues , becauſe hee is our 
maker,8 Creator: why ſhould the carth- 
' enorclay pot, extollthe ſelf againſt che 
porter:of whom it hath all which it hath, 
orche branche againſtthe tree: of which 

it hath all the ſubitice, to bring forth the 
fruite, as Chriſt giueth the parable in 
the Euangell of Saint /ohn, the 15. chap- 
ter, the which yee ſhall reade that yee 
ma mbderiinde the wordes of Chriſt : 


is declared,to bee the Huſ bandman, or 
the Labowger : and Chriſt the wine tree, 
& vs chrifffans to be the branches: orthe 
dw rng Bearers*for the branche hath two offices 
branchc. on one is ) if it remaine with the tree 
eſhand preene, 1t bringeth forth good 

fruice of the ſubſtance of the tree , and 


nor 


and fimilitude in the whiche the Father 
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not of thee ſelf, The other is, ifit wither 

& bring forth no fruite, itmuſt be cut of 

& brint. Therfore if thou wilbe a chriſti- 

an, andremaine in Chriſt, by faith euer 

ioyacd to him : thou ſhalt bring forth 

goud fruite of his ſubſtance, and not of 

thyne:ofthe which the glory perteineth 

to him,and not to thee, Andifchou will 

be the withered branche, that is, wicked 

& bring furth no fruite , thou art prepa= 

red for the fire, there to ſerue with the 

Deuill, and his Angels. And this 15 ſure whore. 

if thou wilt either glorie inthy works, or Taineth 
in Chit, 

yet that thou art thy own Sauiour,or any 

part thereof: as concerning this article 

of juſtification, Butto remaine in Chriſt 

by faith , and ſufter himrto worke in thee 

which thou doeſt , whe thou workeltthe 

workes commanded inthe Scriptures of 

God: and attributsrhem to Chriſt, to be 

his workes working in thee , Then ſhall +091 ay 

he make thy imperſeQion, perfite, that 29r fatban 

nether the feuil, nor the law,dare accuſe codemne 

them, becauſe they are the workes of *>< works 


Chriſt, and for his ſake receaued ofthe Pet 
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derey. thetoglory of, but to ſay with the Ap. He 
that wil gloriedet him glorie im the lord &c, 
This glory of works is excluded by the 
law of faith ; of the which law the Apoſt, 
maketh mention (ſaying) The law of the 
ſprite of life in Chriſt Ieſu , hath delyuered 
me fro the law of ſane & death , That is,the 
mercy of god,the gift of the holy ſpirit,re 
miſſion of finnes , & euerlaſting life pur- 
chaſed to vs through faith in Chritt: by 
the which weliue inryghteouſnes , free 
fro ſinne,& death:& ſo itis caled the law 
of faith which excludeth all glory of wor 
| Ks:becauſe we receaue and giue no thing 
but glory and honour vnto god which is 
the ſacrifice of praiſe and thankeſgiuing. 
In this we ſhould lie in righteouſnes 8& 
worke the workes of god,& nor become 
*thrall again to fin, & death:frs the which 
we arfreed freely without our merits , or 
deſeruings through faith in the bloud of 
Chriſt our Sauiour and aduocate, 
Therefore let vs coclud with the Apoſt. 
& eſtabliſh for an infallible cocluſion mi 


ro 


Fonds. 


, gal father by faith. So their is heir no thing to 


— 


—_ 
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to bemade iuſt by faith, without the deds 2 


ofthe law:as proue the Scriptures before of Paw. 
rehearſed, and by the example of Abra. 
who had no mixti6 of worksin his iuſti- 
fication , The which we mult affirme to 
be crew, becauſe the Scriptures affirme 
the ſame, and teſtifie him to be iuſtified 
by impuration through faith : becauſe 
hee beleeucd god: and gaue ſure truſt to 
his promis : howbeit the ſame appeared. 
not poſlible(as indeedirt was to the iudg- 
ment of man. ) Neuertheles hee doubted 
not inhisfaith:bur beleeued hope againſt ,,_.... 
hope*: & therefore it was copted tohim belecned 
for righteouſnes: not onely to him,but of 3 hed 
the ſame maner tovs, which beleeue and albeirthe 
are ſonnes to Abraha by faith , And truſt pmnesp- | 
wel Abraham did many noble and heroi- poſliblerg 
call works of the law of nature : but none Jniee 
oftheſe works were participit of his iuſti power. 
ficatis before god:but only beare witnes Fg 
to his faith, and obedienceto god in his 
righteouſnes,as ſhalbe ſhowe hereafter, 

The moſt excellent work amongſt the 


Tewes was Circumcilto; which was giuen 
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to Abra. & comided to be vſed in all his 


Fireumnc poſteritie:for theſigne &toke of the bid 
Tuſtificat- and couenant berwene God, and him.* 


On. 


Rom.4. 


\ 


Een.21. 


The which was long after the iuſtificati- 
on ofe Abraham: as ye mw read Gen.the 
I 7.chap. And the Apoſt.ſayeth, 4braha 


receaued the ſrgne of Circiicifion: the ſeale of 


the Iuſtice of faith, 8&c,Therfore this work 
made him not iuſt, nor yet had any parte 
of his iuſtification. Neuertheles God rea- 
hearſed to him atthat time, the promiſle 
ſaying, eLiraham walke before me, and be 
perfite : and [ ſhallput my conuenant between 
we and thee: & ſhallmultiplie thy ſeeds ex- 
ceedinglie, & thou ſhalbe the father of many 
nations. And after this God tempted 4- 


3 brabam: Thatis, ſearched orefpyed out 


his faith, commaunding himto take his 
ſonne Iſaac whome he loued , and offer 
himin a ſacrifice, &c, Confiderthis c6- 
maund & ye ſhall perceaue ita greattE= 
tation, of the faith of Abraham, and con= 
ferre the ſame with the Scriptures going 
before : where God gaue commaundto 


him that he ſhould put away his ſonne 
| Iſmact 


_ 
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[{mael:Forthe ſeed ofthe promis ſhould 
be fulfilled in ices Nevelihales the faith ry 
of eAbraham. was ſo firme and conſtant <vtaneie 
that he rather hoped , and ſurely beleued Gen.2z. 
that god was to raiſe /ſaac from deathto 

life, then that his word ſhould be fals, or 
ofnoneeffete. And therefore god ſaid 

vnto him, and confirmed the ſame with 

an othe,ſaying,Becanſe thou haſt done this g,, .. 
thing: and haſt not [pared thy onely begotten 

ſonne: | ſhall blis thee, and multiply thy ſeede 

as the ftarres of the heauen, and ſand of the 
ſea ſhore: becauſe thou haſt obeyed my woice 

and charge. Heir yee ſee and find the pro- 

miſle repeated again, which was made to 

him long before. But itis nor ſaide here, 

That becauſe Abraham did this worke it 

was copted to him for righteouſnes: but 

that hee was comended by the mouth of 

god, for his obedience and perſeuerance 

in faith,for the faithful ſhuld live by faith 

daylie perſeuering,& increaſing day by 

day more & more perfite, which is Goa 

faith to faith:giuing euer thanks &praiſe 


ynto god: and obeying his command, 


Noman 
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Yee ſhall take this conclukon*thatno 


ging wie man can be called iuſt, which liueth wic- 
3 

called 

luſt, 


kedly, but hee which is godly, andliueth 
well,is called iuft, Neuertheles,his good 
life or workes haue no participation of 
this Article. Becauſe they are excluded 
by the Apoſtle, in the wordes before re- 
hearſed for a concluſion : that man is 
made iuſt before God by faith , without 
the deedes of the lawe, vpon the whiche 


wordes $. Auguſtine aith : Theſe wordes 


are notto bee ynderſtande {o,that a man 
receauing the faith,if he live afterwarde 
wickedly, ſhalbe callediuſt : but hee is 
madeiul without all his workes, that he 
may liue in righteouſnes and work well, 


Chriftisthe end ofthe law(vnto righ- + 
teouſnes)to all that beleeue:that is,chriſt 
is the colummation and fulfilling of the 

lawe,and that iuſtice whiche the 


awe IC 
quireth , andall they which belceue in 
him , are iuſt by imputation through 
faith. Andforhis ſake are repute and ac- 
cepted as iuſt, This is the Juſtice of 
faith, ofthe which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 


Rom, 
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Rom. the 10, Chapter : Therefore, if yee 
wilbee iuſt, ſeeke Chriſt, and notthe law, 
nor your inuented workes, whiche are 
lefle then thelawe, Let him bee.the 
mark whereat ye ſhoote: andlet him ne- 
uer paſſe fronh 

ſeeke yee that thing, which already hath 
taken anend. Is it not writtE inthe eyan- 
gell of $.Luc.the 16, Chap.The law and 
the Prophetes are yntothe time of /ohne, 
frothe which time the kingdome of God 
is preached and foorthſhowen,&c, And 
$.10. inthe 1.chap.of his Euangell,ſaith: 
Thelaw is giuen by Mo. but grace and 
yeritie ar giuE by Ieſus Chriſt, Theſe two 


words are expounded by S.P.Grace*that Grace; 


is the mercy of god,whereby wear made 
ſafe through faith in Chrift 


miſſes of god, forthe which Chriſt was 
madeſeruant to circumciſion, for the ye- 
ritie of god /to confirme the promiſles of 
the fathers:here ye ſee,chriſt will haue no 
mixtio with the law,nor works therof:In 
this article of iuſtificatis,becauſe the law 
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works. Ueriy*is the fulfilling ofthe pro- vere. 
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contrarie tothe office of Chriſt , as dark= 
nes tolight,andis as farre differer as hea- 
ven and earth*:for the office of the law is 
to accuſe the wicked,feare them,and c6= 
demne them,as triſgreſſours of the ſame, 
The office of Chriſt isto preache mercy, 
| remiſſion of finnes, freely in his bloude 
through faith, giue conſolation, and ro 
ſaue finners : for hee came not 1n to this 
| world tocall them which ar iuſt,orthink 


'  themſeluesiuſt, burto. call finners tore- 


pentance. 
The office of Chriſt ,, /obnthe baptiſt 


declareth,ſaying,behold the lambe of God, 
behold him , which taketh away the ſames of 
' the. world, Itis not], fayeth Ihon, nor 
the Law, repentance, or workes of re- 
pentance z which preachethar raketh 
away your {innes:but it is Chriſt that 1n- 
hocent lambe of god to whome Itend 
you. And alſo Chriſt ſayeth, God ſend nor 
his ſore into the world:that he ſhold accuſe, 
condemme, or indge the world: but that the 
world ſhould be made ſafe by him. And after 
Irv nor I (layeth Chriſt tothe Jew*s)rhat 
iudgeth 


- / - 
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wageth you,st is Moyſes which acenſeth you 
wy ſothe Guevetpir > thatthelaw. 
accuſeth,and Chrilt ſauerh, Heſendethy | 
none to the law, * but rather the law dri- rightly | 
ueth & compelleth man to ſeeke Chriſt, oof "x 
If yee will vnderſtande it aright, The wo- lethis to 
man accuſed of adulterie, he ſenthernor {e<kcvilt 
tothe law: but ſaid to her,paſſechywaye, = 
and finneno more, Andtorthe ma which ts, - 
had bene diſeaſed thirtie eight yeres,&c, _ * 
behold, thouart AB Au at {inne 
no more, thatſome worle thinge My 
thee not. Chriſt called all co-himlelt,lay- 
ing,Come vnto'meall yee which labour and Math.ns. 
are laden with ſrme,and I ſhall refreſh you. 
And Peter ſaith, there's no ſaluation but 
in Jeſu Chriſt ; Nornoother name given ,, 
vnder heauen, by.the which maryay ob» 
teine {faluation; , - bor aabtefagtr 
-.:; T herforedhies.no other may ſave bur 
he,weſhould pur all our truſt, & hope.in -_ 
him,and in his mercy only, and neitherin ---- 
the law,nor. works: for to all them which 
thinke they; may, bee ſafe by, workes , or 
made luſt, Chriſtcs death is in vaine; orif 
Ek L 
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FF there had beene given a lawe , whiche 
"'s might haue'giuen life , tkenrighteouſnes 
- ſurtlhyhad beeneof the law: but icismas 
Galath.z nifelt that by the law no mis made juſt 


b oY god; becauſerheiuſt ſhall live by 
fair . | | , | \ 

"What wordes may bee more plaine 

then thoſe are, to exclude workes foorth 


[Þ - *rhe.: ofrhisarticle.* Now ſithens the ſcripture 


- Chriſt, 


' his glorie. which we do, ifwe wilbe 


we Eacheth'vs ſo plainely,that Chriſt is our 


haveof Tyſtice; our Sauiour, and Redeamer,fariſ- 
faQionfor bur ſfinnes, the ende and con- 
fommation of the lawe,and hath freed vs 
+. fromthe lawe, finne,anddeath,and from 
_ the kingdome of Sathan our aduerſarie: 
ind wy vs tothekingdomeofright- 
...,, couſnefle, withoutour merites or deſer- 
vinges . Why will wee'yſurpe his office 

.toour ſ{elues, and ſpoile Chriſt ofhis glo< 

»Who tie,orbe EG 
Ct of fromthe whithChrifthathfreed vs. *The 
2 | participit with 
Chrift in the making ofourſelues juſt, or 
mixt anyworkes withthe article ofiufti- 


cation. ( p | 
. THE 


OE FAITH. hx 


THEXIX.CHAP, 4 
x Arthegood tree beareth good ſruite ,ſo 
the goodman worketh good workes, 
3 But as the fruit maketh not the tree good: 
So workes make not the man mmſl, 
For , 45 the tree u before the fruite: So 
the ma ts inſt,before the work be good, 
4 The canſe why wee ſhould worke good. 
workes, "I 
5 The Captamesm the kingdome of, chriſt 
his ſubieftes, and reward, andof his 
aduer(arie Sathan, 


His faith which only iuſtifieth and, 
giveth life , is not idle, nor remai- 
neth alone. Neuertheles, it alone 
iuſtifieth, Andthen it workes by 
charitie, Forynfained faith may no more 
abyde Idle; from working in loue :then' 
the good tree may from bringing foorth  . 
her Site in due time: andyetthefruire is 
notthe cauſe of the tree, nor maketh the. 
tree good : but the tree is the cauſe ofthe 
fruite : and the good tree bringeth foorth” 
good fruite , by the which it is knowen 
L *ij 
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goode , Euenſo it is of the faithfull man, 
the workes make him not faithfull nor _ 
iuſt: noryet are the cauſe thereof. But 
the faichfull and iuſt man , bringeth forth 
and maketh good works: to the honor & 
gloric of God: & profic of his neighbour, 
which beare witnefſe of his inward faith 
_ andreſtifice himto be juſt before man. 
4 Therefore yee muſt be iuſt and good , or 
eucryceworke good workes , for Chriſt 
ſayerh: mayyee gather grapes of thornes, or 
figges of thriſles:no no, it is contrary theire 
nature, Euen ſo it'is with man: till hee be 
 madeiuſt by faith : as itis before writtin : 
_ "Hee may neuer doe a good worke , but 
what euerhee doeth is | ni foral which 
is not of faith is finne:and chriſt ſayeth to 
the Phari/ies: how canyee ſpeake good while 
. yee ar yet eill, Therefore or cuer we ſpeak 
good,ordo good:we muſt be made good 
& that by the mercy of god through faith 
* inchrift: without al our deſeruings. Then 
ſhal we worke al good works inthe king 
dome of Chriſt as his faithfull ſubieQs. 


| There is twokingdomes,& two kinde 
of ſub- 
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of ſubieQs: which are dire contrary to war of 


other becauſe there princes ar as-c6trary' 
as ar light & darkencs: That is to ſay,the-Whatwe: 
kingdome of Chriſt, andthe kingdom Of ouroirne 
the Devil. To the kingdom ofthe Dewll, FP vs | 
ma is of his owne nature a perfite ſubieR 1. Ze. «. 
& the ſonne of ire & wrath, To the kings 
dome of Chriſt man is made ſubie&, 
through his ſecond birth, orregenerati= 
on,which is by Baptiſme in the bloud of 
Chrift.To this kingdome man is boughe- 
neither with gold nor filuer » but with 
the precious bloud of the ſonne of God 
Chriſt Ieſus: and ſo is made ſeruauntto 
righteouſnes to ſerue vnto life, | There-= 
fore who is made iuſt by faith, thraugh' * *** 
the mercy of god: and merites of Chriſt 
Teſus:muſt(in faith, which is notidle, bur 
euer working in loue)ſerue Chriſt -and: 
embrace him inhis hare, Then ſhall here: 
mainein Chriſt, & Chriftin him:bythe 
whichioyning through faith, finne ſhalt 
haue no dominion: nor ſhall notrule as a 
prince: howbeit the dregges remainein 
vs. They ſhall not be imputed to ys1ifwe 
pg 0 L ij 
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perſcuere in faith,as our forefather Abr, 
did, euer working by loue,and<charitie. 


Cope And this is the cauſe why we ſhuld work 


domeo?, 
Chriſt, 


good workes, becauſe wee are boughtto 
the kingdome of Chriſtin the which rule 
(as valiant Captaines faith, hope,& cha- 
rity, working euer righteouſnes vnto life, 

The kingdome of che Deuill,haththre 
valiant Captaines, which goucrne the 
ſame (thatis) incredulitie, dif) paire, and 
enuye, euer working (inne, and vnright- 
coulnes vnto death, becauſe the reward 
of finne is death. In this kingdome, finne 
ruleth as a prince, hauing dominis:there- 
fore ,if ye will ſerue finne, and obeye the 


ſame; yeareſeruantsto that thing which 


yeobeye:whither itbe of fin vnto death, 


 arrighteouſnes yntolife.Bur Chriſt hath 


redeamed ys, and bought vs from this 


Realme: thatcuenas- Chriſt hath riſen 


fram-deathto the-glorie of the Father : 
right ſo we ſhauldliueinanew life: and 
letnotſinhaue more dominion ouer vs. 
There is no mi fo fooliſh, whowil thinke 
he being deliuered ofa vile pril6 (by the 


grace 


Paſle againeto priſon, becauſe he is not a 


grace and mercy of a granrNeg and 
ought to ſerue in his hall:&ſomagetE- 
der tothe prince, that he is made partict- 
pant of his ſonnes heritage,will ſay:I will 


part of his owne deliverance. Verily,itis 
eu ſo of their ſayings, which ſay:l wil do 
no good, becaus chritt hathdeliuered me. 
And being deliuered,I will fin,andfollow 
all libertie of fleſh, Wherfore ſhould Ido 
any good workes,fithens Chriſt hath xe- 
deamed me without my deſcruings. 

My hartes, ye which obie&tthele ſay- 
inges, readcthe fcriptures,and-yec {hall 
finde another leſſon taught you, Andat- 
tend ypon your Schoalemaiſter,which is 
theholy ſpirite, who ſhall teach you the 
tight waye, thatyee paſſe neithertothe 
right hid, nor to #6 wrog : butthe right 
kingly way:That is,*to confeſle,and cuer « rhe 
haue prentedin your hartes:thatby faith peeking 
onely of the mercy and grace of god, yee ' 
are made ſafe. And then followe the ex- 
ample of our. Lorde Ieſus Chriſt giving 
your whole udie, and cure to loue,cha« 
L iii 
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ritie, and allmaner of righteous living to 
theglorie of god,8& profit of your neigh- 
bour: Notthatthere through ye armade 
ſafe,but that ye may be found thankefull 
vnto god: whome we knowe to be fauo- 
rable,gentle, kinde, and mercyfull to the 
Themm- godly, and tothe wicked, wrathfull and 
: Ro angrie. This isthe ſolutis tothe argumet 
- Aion why made1n the beginning, which proueth; 
22% wherefore ſhould we doo good, if we be 
good free from the law: andfreely iuftified by 
workes. the mercy of God,through Girh without 
our deſeruinges. Therefore, chooſe you 
now if ye wilbe ſeruants to finne,or ſer- 
uantestorighteouiſnefſe:Subiees ofthe 
kingdome of Chriſt; or of the kingdome 
of the deuill : for wee are made free,and 
iuſt,by grace through faithrhat we ſhuld 
live inrighteouſnesto Chriſt , who hath 
dyed forall: thatthey which liue,livenot 
now tothe ſelues: butto him which hath 
ſuffered death for them: and hath riſen a- 
gaine from the ſame. Keeping this order, 
yee thall neuer ceaſe to'doo good works, 
as occaſion requireth., er A619! 
T HE 


Q.C#5. 


OF FAITH, | 137 
THE XX. CHAP. 

T Ananſweretoallſcerptares, which our 

aduerſaries alledge for them, againſ? 

| the inſtification of faith. (tures. 

| 2 Wherfore works are commended in ſcrip- 

3 Anargument prouing , that no workes 


ruftifie, 


Ow becauſe there is ſome Scrip« 
Nw , Which our aduerfaries wold 
\ Þ caufe to bee ſeene, either contra- 
rie to the ſcriptures before rehearſed, for 
probation cf this article of iuftification, 
or els with them,they would mixt this ar= 
ticle:{othat faith not only iuſtifieth with= 
out works, Therefore, I will rehears ſome 
of the moſt principal of them:And cauſe 
you ynderſtand by the ſame ſcriptures, 
they are neither contrarie to his article: 
| noryet haue any entreſle with fairh,in 
the making of a wicked man,iuſt:butfol- 
lowe faith as the due fruires thereof : In 
the which he. Chriſtian man ſhouldliue 
as laid is before, 
In the Epiſtle of SF, James, the ſecond 2 
| L y 


n | A CO 


*Note the 
minde of 


diligencly. 


T38 THE CONFESSION 


Chap. Itis ſaid Bretheren,what profite is 
it,if a man ſay hee hath faith, but hath no 
works,may his faith ſaue him.And again 
( ye ſce ſaith hee ) chata manis iuſtified 
of workes,and not offaith only. 

. Here the -aduerſaries of faith make a 
a great feaſt, bur they vnderſtande this 
ſaying of the holy Apoſtle, asthey doo 
the other fcriptures : euer working with 
the Deuill ro makethe holy fpirite con - 
trarie to himſelfe , which is impoflible** 
But will yee vnderſtand, take heede,and 
readthetexrt,ye ſhal ſee clearely that the 
Apoflle ſpeaketh ofthe hiſtoricall or idle 
faith : that is dead without workes,to the 
confuſion ofthe wicked chriſtians,which 


haue no faith, but in the mouth, and nor 
ofthe faith which maketh, a man iuſt be- 


fore God: and obteinethremiſhon of fin» 


nes: By the ſame examples and wordes 
that he rehearſeth : for he ſaith*the deuill 
troweth, beleeueth,and dreadeth:but the 
deuill can never beleeue that chriſt hath 
redeamed him: and purchaſteto him the 


mercy of god,remiſh6 of finnes, and _ 
n 
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nalllife : whiche is the faith to whome &, 
Paul a\{crivethiuſtification only. And ale 
ſo he reproued the euill Chriſtian(which 
ſayeth)hee hath faich and neglecteth the 
deedes of chatitie,in cloathing ofthe na» 
ked, and feeding ofthe. hungrie : whiche 
deedesare the fruitf of faith, of the which 
S. P. ſpeaketh : Therefore, there is no 
contrarietie in the Scriptures before re+ 
hearled,bur concurrence, 

_- Andalſothe offering of [/aac, asmen 
tion is made before,was done aboue thite 
tic yeares afterthe iuſtification of Abra» 
ham,to the forthſhowing of his obediece 
as the text proueth.Gene.the 1 5.Chap. & 
22, Chap, In the whichoffring the ſcrip« 
ture was fulfilled(as ſaith S. /ames) Abras 
ham belceued God and it was compred 
to him for righteouſnes, Here ye may ſee 
clearely,S.lames{peaketh norh ng ofthe 
iuſtification before god:bur of the iuſtifi- 
catis before thy neighbour, becaus of the 
examples & authornies of the {criptures 
alledged by him, which ar of works done 


in faith by the faichful, long aftertheiriu- 


Workes 
juſtife be- 
fore men 
encly, 
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ſtihcation, For faith onely iuſtifieth bee. 
fore God as S, P. ſaieth without works: 
* And workes iuſtifie before man out- 
wardly, and declarea man iuſt before 
his neighbour , inexerciling the deedes 
of charitie , whichare approued before 
God, and acceptablvito him; in them 
whiche are revOnchingpy faith in 
the mercy of God , aud beareth wit- 
nefſe that a manis iuſt, Therefore yee 
who would alledoe!this authoritie of S. 
Tamestoumpung the articlcle of wſtifica-' 
tion:which we confeſſe :ynderſtand not 
the Scripturs: nor haue no foundatis for 
you, but i onus & babling of words. 
» They alledge an other text, the 10.0ft 


the Actes: of Cornelius whole prayers % 


almes deedes, paſt ypin the ſight & me- 
mory of god , Bythe which words they 
would inferre,his works made him uſt or 
atthe leaſt prouoked God to call him to 
the faith, which is all one thing:Forif we 
by our deedes, may prouoke god to loue 
vs,orto haue mercy vpon vs,through our 


merits;by the fame reaſon we may make 
our 
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our ſelues iuſt, And ſo we neednoother 
ſauiour: but let Chrifts death be in yaine. 
But my welbeloued bretheren, yee ſhall 
ynderſ{tad that God firſt loued vs,& pro- . 
uoked ys to loue him (wee being linners 
vnworthie of loue : yea enemies alſo) as 
the Scriptures of godteach you, 1o,1.cp. 
and -4.Chapter,andin his euangellthe 3, 
Chap.and Roms, the 5.Chap. And there- 
fore god firſt preucened vs with loue , & 
all goodnes,and we not him. And ſo ſhal 
ye vnderſtid this text following of Cory, 

The text ſaith,there was a man named 
Cornelius,a captaine,&c,a deuotit man,8c 
one that feared god, withall his houſhold 
which gaue greatalmes tothe people, & 
prayed god continually,&c, To whome 
the angell ſent from god(ſaid) thy almes 
- and prayers are palt yp in the fight of 
God,&c, Here yce ee this mi was faith- 
full,and iuſt, by the firſt two proprieties, 
by the which hee is commended : which 
cannot ſtand without faith : Thatis, de- 
uout and fearing god : Deuout,is toſay,a 
true worſbipper of god, No mi truely ca 


api gs 
faich becausit is impo 
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worſhip God , pn him, but in faith 
ible topleaſe god, with 


and there- gy faith . Cornelius worſhipped God 


ti - good mor truelie: andſo pleaſed him : therefore he 


Heb, Il, 


- tures( which good forbid), 


was faithful, he feared and dread god,by 
loue,forthatis the feare whereof He text 
ſpeaketh, Therefore Cornelius was faith. 

ull becauſe that loue can not be without 
faith. The works which Cornelis wroght 
wer the fruites of faith , and pleaſed god: 
becauſe god approuedthe fame, which 
hee had never allowed, except they had 
bene donein faith:For all which is not of 
faith is fie, Therefore yee muſt con. 
feſſe that Cornelins was faithfull, and iuſt 
before god:orels ye muſt deny the ſcrip. 


And thenwill yee ſay: to what effet 


was Peter ſent for, toin{truct him in the 


fxich;andreach him whathe ſhould doo; 
if hewas faithfull , what fai:h was it he 
had? To that Iſhallanſwer , Cornelixe 
hadthe ſame faith that Adam, oe, and 
the fathers had , for he beleeued the pro« 
miſled ieede, which was Chriſt; & knew 


not 
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notthat he was come : But beleeuedin yu 
one god,and hat the ſame god had pro. fith Come 
miſed a Sauecourto redeame the world. wherefor 
So godlooking vpon the faithfull, hiible me iocd F 
Ks ſimple hart of Cornelius: and the fer- to him, * 
uent defire ofhis prayers ( which defire 
doubtles was conforme tothe ſayinges 5/55 
ofthe Proph £ſay:O if thou wouldeſt break. 

4 ſunder the heauens that thou might come 
downe ) would not haue him deceaued,to 

looke for him, which was already come 
Therefore he cauſed him ſend for Peter 
to inſtru him in the preſent faith , And 
to certifie him that Chriſt was come 
whome he looked for ſoardentlie , Yee 
may readthe text:the ſhall yee perceaue 
the ſermon Peter made ynto him, which 
was only ofthe opening of the Scripturs 
reſtifieing the comming of Chriſt inthe 
fleſhe : and fulfilling of allthe promiſes, 
and _ ſayings,ſpoken ofhim be- 
fore: and that he was riſen from deathe: 
and had giuen Petey, and thereſt ofhis 4.4 
Diſciples & Apoſtles,c6mid to preache M16. 


repentance and remiſſion of finnes to all ***'* 
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which would beleeue in his name, &c, 
Tothe which words and preaching 
of $. Peter, Corneline, & his whole hout- 
holde gaue firme faith,and receaued by a 
viſible ſfigne the holy ſpirit, The which 
i1sno other thing, but this article of iuſti- 


fication , For hee belecued the word of 


god: and by faith in Chriſt, through the 
mercy of God reccaued the holy ſpirit, 
without all working of any deede of 
the lawe of Moyſes:but onely being vn- 
der the Law of nature; and ſo was bapti- 
ſed &c. Therefore yee can not proue by 
this authority of ſcripture, that cither the 
works preceeding , or following the gift 
of the holie ſpirite,, was the cauſe of his 
juſtification, or yet any parte thereof, 
Burt firſt being iufſt through the faith 
which the fathers had ( who hadalſothe 
holy ſpirit) truely worthipped god : and 
feared him of loue,& ſo he was 1uſt, And 
in that righteouſnes wrought the fruites 

. offaith, in prayers and almes deeds, And 
ſecondly, bein g taught by Petey, belee- 


ued that Chriſt was comme the ſure Sa» 
utour 
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uiour ofthe world : and had fulfilled all 
'which was ſpoken of him by'the pro- 
phetes, By this faich was hee by the mer- 
cy of God,made iuſt : and receaued the 
holy ſpirice viſiblie, without all works or 
deſeruings, Andthen in the kingdome of 
Chriſt and righteouſneſſe , wrought the 
fruites of faith vnto life , as all perfite 
Chriſtians ſhould doo, 

They alledge another text, Ga/ath,the 
5. Chap, Faith, which worketh by loue, 
&c, by theſe wordes they would inferre 
of their corrupted maner:that faith onely 
 wultiftethnot bethed ood: but faith which 
worketh by loue, Bythis maner of vnder- , _,., 
ſtanding,*rhey notonly make the Apoſt, would! - 
falſe, but alſocaſt all downe & deltroye pt the 
the ſame thing, which hee hath builded: peakong 
for in the fourth Chap, ofthe ſane Epiſt, 0%. 
| Ppreceeding , with great laboures and in- to him 
uincible arguments;hee ſetteth forth'the © 
article of juſtification, prouing faith only 
toiuſtifie without all deedes or workes 
of the law, And then in the 5.chaphe be- 
ginneth to ſet foorth the fruites of faith 


M 
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(faying)ye are aboliſhed frs chriſt, which 
would be made iuſt by the lawe. Ye haue 
left grace : for we by thee ſpirite of faith, 
beholde or looke for the hope of righte- 
ouſnes:for into Chriſt Ieſus,neither is cir- 
cumcifion,nor vncircumciſion,any thing 
worth, bur faith which worketh by loue, 
In theſe words (hortly,& in briefe ter- 
mes,the Apolt.excludeth all workes,and 
lawes,ſacrifices,& worſhippings,both of 
Iew and gentill, to haue any mixtio with 
Chriſtin the iultificatis ofa chriſtian: for 
ifthere had bene any more excellec work, 
or greater in eſtimation _ the ewes 
( which were the choſen people of god ) 
the circiiciſi6,no doubt but theAp.would 
haue excluded the ſame: & ſo the princi- 
all work comandedby god,and giue by 
Pata the ſeale of his promis!& couenir, 
made to Abraha,being excluded forth of 
of this article : how can any other worke 
of lefſe or equall eſtimation, haue parte 
thereinto, Therfore,the Apoſt.cocluding 
ſhortly, & c6preheling the whole eſtate 
of a Chriſtian mi,ſaith,ncither is __ 
cition 
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eifion,nor yncirciicifion any thing worth 
inchriſt,but faith which worketh byloue: 
he ſaith not, louewhichworketh by faith, 
but faith whiche worketh by loue : that 
is,faich inwardly maketh ami iuſt before 


God, who hath no neede of our workes: p;,,,, 


for the whole worlde , and all that is 
therein is his : and loue outwardly teſti. 
fieth of thy inwarde faith towarde. thy 
neighbour,who hath need of thy works: 
for whoſe vtilitie and profite,thou art c6+ 


manded todo good workes, To whome Nots 


thy faith auaileth nothing. And ſo this 
textimpungeth not the article of iuſtift= 
cation, bur fortifieth the ſame. 

Ye read, loue greatly extolled by $.P. 
the 1 .to the Corinth,the 1 3.chap.(asitis 
worthy) but ye find neuer tuſtificatis be- 
fore god attribute to loue : for that is not 
the office thkerof,Bur loue followeth faith 


inthe third degree , whoſe office the Ap. 
ſetteth forth inthe {aid ch.Specially how nreor 


that loue ſuffereth all thinges, belecueth oh 
all thinges, hopeth all thinges,and endu- 
reth all thinges, Yea yerily ſome thinges . 


NFHS, 


*Why 
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which faith may notſuffer,nor wil onno 
wayes ſuffer, asalightſuperſtitio repiig- 
pingro the word of god:loue will,or may 
{ſuffer the ſame to bein it, forthe weake- 
nes ofthe infirme brother, Bur faith may 
in-no maner ſuffer the ſame, becauſeir 
may. be preiudiciall tothe article ofiuſti- 
ficati6:and induce the mixtion of works. 
Alſo Faith, Hope, and Charitie, being rea- 
koned,the Apoſt.exalteth Charity, to be 
the moſt excellent ofthe thre:bur giueth 


 hernone of their offices. But if ye wil vn« 


derſtand the text well, ye ſhall know the 
Apoftles mind by the cocluſfion (ſaying) 
now we ſcethrough a glas darkly:butthe 
we ſhall ſee face to face, Now Iknowin 
part,but then ſhall I knowe,cuen as Iam 
knowen,and nowe abydeth Fazrh, Hope, 
and Charitze, butthe chiefeſt of thelc, is 
Charitie*as he would ſay:Now we arim- 


chouic1s perfite;butthen we ſhalbe perfire : Faith 


called the 


chicteſt. and Hope,ſhall both periſh , and vaniſhe 


cnapabe: Charitie, ſhall remaine in her 
perfeion;forthen ſhe is in her perfeRis 
whenthe other two haue take effeR,and 

49 Wie : are 


- * . 
OE IE I COSTS 
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areyaniſhed away: for inthe heaut there 
15neither faith,nor hope, but Charitie is 
in hermoſtexcellet degree there, which 
neuer hath an ende, TC) 
The cauſe wherefore the Apo.extalleth 
Charitie , yee ſhall conſider inthe firſt to 
the Cormth.the 1 2, ch.the _— I pray 
you)reade,For in that whole Epiſt, there 
15no queſtion ofthe Article of 'iuſtificas 
tion,nor of the office'of faith , but an in- 
ſtruction how the Chriſtian manſhould 
live : reprouing hatred,enuy,diflentions; 
and opinions,amogſt the Corimh.which 
became not to be amogt chriftias: there 
fore,heexhorted themaboue all thinges; 
to Charitie,whichis the band of peace;8 
the moſt excell& yertue tobehad;&cuer 
keptamong the Chriſtians: for bythar, 
men ſhall know you (faith Chriſt )ro'bee 


my Diſciples. Therefore howbeit, Cha« , .. 
ritie be the moſtexcelletvertue:andthat - * + 


the whole life of a perfite chriſtia, is faith 


- & Charitzezor faith working by (haritze: 
Neuertheles Charity iuſtifieth not before 
god,nor yethath anymixtis with faith, in 


M 11 


Lace nh. 


r50 THE CONFESSION 


the making ofthe wicked iuſt ; but fol- 
loweth faith, asthe due fruitesthereof: 
conformeto the order of ſcriptures be= 
fore rehearſed:and as alſo hereafter ſhal- 
be ſhowen, 

To impung this article : they alledge 
ehis text, /fthow wilt enter into life, keepe 
the commands. Bythe which they would 
inferre , that the keeping of the com- 
mands, is in our owne power of free wil: 
and that we filfilling the ſame accor- 
ding to our power and ſtrenght, may 
thereby obteine the 1's 7p of heauen 
by our works, The which is as agreable 
tothe ſaying of Chriſt as blacke &white 
is: as yee ſhall clearely'vnderſtande by 
the Scriptures, 

--Chriſt being asked, and inquired by 
, the young man, what he ſhould doe or 
worke , that he might haue eternall life, 
anſweared on this maner ſaying, /frhow 
 wilenter into life keepe the comanas : which 
ar theyſayeth the young miIeſus iſwe- 
red,thow ſhalt not kill:thou ſhalt not comit a= 


dultery:thou ſhalt not ſteale: how ſnal ſpeak 
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no fals witnes : thou ſhalt honour thy fa- 
ther and thy mother : and thou ſhalt loue "7 
neighbour as thy ſelfe.Here yec (ee, Chri 
teacheth the young man, the workes of 
the ſecond table, which concerne our 
neighbour onely:and ſpeaketh nothing 
of the firſtrable : which perteineth pro- 
erly to God, and conliſteth into faith, 
Therefore by theſe wordes of Chriltic 
may not be inferred,thath e ſendeth any 
tothe law,to obcein perfeAi6therin:that 
is to ſay , iuftification, or ſaluation: but 
onely tolet them know, what the Law 
requireth of them, and what they wer 
obliſhed ro doe: that they ſeing no re- 
meady thereinto, might ſecke Chriſt: 
who came inthe world, to call all vnto 
him, and nottoſende them tothe Law, 
for that was the office of Moy/es . What 
auailed Chriſts comming inthe fleſhe: 
If hee would haue ſent manto the Lawe 
to pet ſaluation: - but Chriſt declareth 
plainely. hereafter in the ſame texte, 


chat there was no perfeRtion to be had 


we , of mannes 
M iiij 


in the deedesof the La 
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doing,as appeareth by the anſwere made 
" the young.man,.and precept giuen tq 

me, by FL) TROIETY 

; Wheo, the young: man. ſaid , he: had 
obſeryedall the ſaid deedes of the Law, 
from his youth & c. Howbeit,hee made 
alye, Chriſt-accuſed/himnot , becauſe it 


 wasnot his office : but-ſaid vnto him .Jif 


thouwilr be mowed thy waye,and fell 
all chatthou haſt, &-giue1tto the poore 3 


andcomeand follow me, But when the 


youn goin harde thatfaying,he wentas 
way {orrowfull, andleft Chriſt, becauſe 


ſ!. *The che:had-great poſſeſſions. *Theſe wordes 


wordes 0 


Chiiſt vt- of Chriſt are nootherthinge, but the de- 


ecred the 
hipocrific 
of the , 
young 
MaAlle 


claration of the fained man,to let his hart 
be knowen,which beleeued thatthrough 
fulfilling ofthe ourward decds of the law, 
he might be found. iuſt betore- god. And 


-al{o'to.teache vs theductie,which we are 


bound to do roourneighbour, For hows 
beit:; Chriſt hath freed ys from the thral- 
dome;and malediction.ofthe law,he will 
that we worke therworkes of charitie; to 


the yuility of our ncighbour:and wa [1 


drawet 


Of FAITH, . 253 


draweth vs ſo much therefrom as auarice 
and couetouſnes, Therefore Chtiſt ope- 
ned the young mis couetous hart (which 
hee would haue hidden,as all hypocrites 
do)and taught him,if he would bee per- 
fite,to followe him , in whome is all per- 
feaion, And lo this text makethnothing 
for them which impunge this article of 
iuftification, but rather againſtthem,be- 
caus the matter of which chriſt ſpeaketh, 
doth concerne the neighbour only , and 

works to be wrought to his weale &vrili- 

ty,which of neceſſiic followe the article 

of iuſtification, as the fruits of faith done 

by the iuſtrfied mi, who may orcan finde 

no becter workes to doo,northey which 

are commanded in the law:of God. 

-., The aduerſaries of faith reading the p. 
| ſcriptures, where euer they finde menti6 wic- 


made of works,that part they colle&,not ex 4 


tothe effeR, as it is ſpoken by the holy ſcripturs,] 


ſpirite; butto the inter they may impung 
thereby the holy ſpirit,as cotrarie to him 
ſelfe;Thisprocerderh ofthe deuilltoeme 
poylon the article of iuſtificatis (thatis) 
M y 
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to mixt the ſame with workes, that hee 
may enter andobteine his place, by the 
which hee may aboliſhe faith, or at the 
leaſt the rar office thereof, and di- 
miniſhe the glorie of God , Bur fore- 
ſhewing of this, yee who will knowe the 

| Perhite eſtate of a Chriſtian man , where 
euer yee finde mention made of faith 
inthe ſcripture, without any adieQtion 
thereto : ye ſhall vnderſtand it of perfite 
faith vnfained, which withoutal workes, 
either preceeding or following the ſame, 
iuſtifieth. And ypon this faith $,P.groun- 
deth all his arguments,to proue that faith 
onely iuſtifieth before God, without the 
law or works,which he cuer excludeth,as 
is proued bythe ſcripturs beforereherſed, 
2 Andwherecuerye find mention made 
of works in the {cripturs:without any ad- 

* jection, ye ſhall vnderſtand them of Cf= 
fite workes wrought into faith : of theſe 
workes $.P. maketh menti6in all his ep. 
after he hath ſet forth the article of iuſti- 
fication:therefore the workes are but the 
witneſſing of faith : and the obedience 
which 
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which is required of the juſt and faithfull 
man,tothe gloric of god, & profite of his 
neighbor,bythe which the iuſt obteineth 
witneſſing of his faich,asis proued clear- 
ly by $.P.to the Heb.the 1 1.ch.,where hee 
xeakoned frs the iuſt & faithfull Abel, & 
their works in ſpeciall,till he come.to Ge» 
aes,Barac, Sampſon,lepthe,Danid,Samnetl, 
&the prophetes in general,declaring the 
allto hg done many great,andexceller 
workesintofaith : and yet aſcribeth no- 
thing to works , butto dah ondy ſhow. 
wing the workes to be the teſtimonie & 
witneſſing of their faith outwardly: and 
no ey of their iuſtification, kad os 
in this maner: the which by faith haue 
ſubdued and ouercome Realmes , haue 
wrought righteouſneſle , obteyned and 
gotten the promiſle , haue ſtopped the 
mouthes of Lyons , quenched the vio« 
lence of fire,and eſcapedthe edge ofthe 
{worde,&c. 
Here is acleare ſolutis toall the obiec- 3 
tios of workes,made by the aduerſaries of 
faith:forſcing,the ap.faith,it isimpoſlible 
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to pleaſe God without faith: where then 
are the works which preceede faith, and 
moue godto giue grace & fauour(which 
ye call ds Congruo/)And thenye worke of 
your owne ſtrength; and power ( as yee 
—_ workes which py eh remiſſion 
of (innes and cuecrlaſting life, yea, not 


only ſufficient to yourſelfe , bur alſo ſu- 


Rom.14. 


Marke 


Uigcatly. 


peraboundant to ſaue others( which yee 
call De codigno,eh opera ſupererogationts.) 
- The ſcriptures are plaine againſt your 

falſe-ſuperttitions, aid ſophiſticall argu-_ 
mentes ,concluding that neither workes 

preceeding norfollowing faith,haue en- 

tres ih making ofa wicked man iuſt :nor 

yet may {aue you. It is writtE,all which is 
not of faith,is finne,How then can ye do 
any worke preccedin ; faith, that irmay 
pleaſe God, orprouoke him to loue you: 
conſidering all that ye doo our of faith, is 
finne, Will ye ſay,that he deliteth in fin : 
No no, it is a thinge moſt abominable in 
his fight:therfore allthat euer ye do,How 
excelletthe work be in yourſfight,it is fin 
before God: and yee heape linne - am 
1ane 
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finne , which isabomination in his faghe 

as ſayeth the Prophete Eſay, The workes 

which follow faith , make you notiuſt : 

becaulſc'or euer yee worke good works, 

yee mult be made firſt iuſt,and thereafter 

(in faith ) yee worke the works of iuſtice, 

Neuerthelefle the ſaide workes may not 

ſaue you; nor merite the kingdome of 

heauen to you, muchleſſe may they me- 

rite to'others: But yee are made ſate, by 

the mercy of God: andnot of workes: xg 

as &.P. layeth : Not of workes of righte= 

oufneſſe , which we haue done , ſhall we he 

ſaxed: but according to his mercy,God hath 

ſaned vs ... © The, 
Here yee ſeenot onely workes exclu- \q-<50f 


Juſtice is 
_ dedin generall, forth of this article: but excluded 


alſo the workes of iuſtice, which can not w__ 

be done, but by the iuſtified man, where ivſtificat- 

ate then your - workes: which deſerue "t 

the kingdome of heauen of their wor . 

thinefſe : not onely to your ſelues, but 
{uperaboundantto others? They are ex. | 

_ TcludedbytheScriptures of God, There- 


foreTexhort youto exclude themalſo,8 
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cleaueto faith, 


THE XX]. CHAP. 
= The opinionof the wicked, ſeeking their 
owne glorie, 

2 The workes commanded by God,e+- done 

pivet faith , ar abomination before 
IWhereby commeth the new birth , 

Panle refuſeth his workes , ſecking uo 

Iaſtification thereby. 

T he concluſion of all the Scriptures. 

What ts ginento man which hath true 

faith, | 

JT Meruvell greatlie of your blindneſle 

X Prtich are aduerfaries to this article,& 

would cuer- mixt it with works ( ſpe- 

cially of your owne making , that yee 

- may bee a parte of your owne ſaluation. 

-But I ought notmeruell thereat, becauſe 

The wie. YEE ſeek your own glory, & notthe glo- 

kedzd- ryof god:for cuer yecry thelaw,the law 

ofworks good works, good works,*the which yee 

which neuerdoe:nor yctitis in your power, of 

r/o your {elfe, ro complete: according to the 

pete 


aw + ve. 


On "FAIT, * to 
perfe Ris, that yee may ſetthEbeforethe 


judgement ſcat of god, And this ſame 
thing did your forefathers, the ſcribes & 
Pharifies againſt Chriſt, And nowyee 
- againſt his fairbfull licle Bocke, of the 
ſame blindneſfle and ignorance, For, to 
eftabliſhyour owne iuftice,yee negleCte 
the iuſtice of god:and will not be ſubie& 
thereto asthe Apoſt.ſayeth, And Chriſt 
fayeth : Yee are they which iuftifie your 
ſelves before men: but god knoweth 
your harts: becauſethat whichis of great 
eſtimation in mens eyes, is abominable 
before god. Euen ſo it is of your workes 76: 
not commanded by god: how honeſt, or - Go 5b. 
ſhining that euer they be in the fight of #** 
of man:? for verily God wilbe pleaſed gc. 
with no workes of mans innentioun: but verwas 


. with the workes commanded by him-,jc.7.4 


ſelfe: And the ſame ſhould be done in with 
faith: according to his will, and not ours gFmane 
_ _ _—_ we are commanded , and inucatios, 

uld daylie praye , Thy will,o heauenty 
father be fulfilled & not ours, Whatberter 
works ca midoe;th}theworks comaded 


Rew-1es - 
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by god as praiers,almeſdeedes , faſtings, 
and keeping of holy dayes , and others, 
Workes as ye mayreade Eſp,the firlt Chap, The 
them ſelf Which god by the mouth ofthe prophet 


a< 899 calleth abomination', And Chriſt called 


withous Prophecying, preaching, caſting forch 
—_—_— of Deuils, miracles, wonders,and fignes, 
tionbe- and many other great and excellent ver« 


fore 


A tues, done in his name: 7 he workes of 06- 


- . 


miquitie (laying) paſſe away from me all yee 
which are workers of miquitie : for not all 
which ſay unto mee( Lord, lord, ſhall enter in 
the kingdome of heauen, But they which doo 


the will of my Father , whiche s m Heanen, 


.- Theſe workes are contemned by god,for 
.,no other cauſe, but that chey ar wrought 
bythe wicked without fanth:ormixt with 
the article of iuſtificatis, thinking there- 
"through to be made iuſt,ortobe apart of 
their owne juſtification, And therefore 
cannot pleaſe God,but greatly diſpleaſe 
him, becauſethe good worke is conuer- 
ted into ſinne, through the iniquitie of 
man, Neuertheleſle, they appeare in the 


faith 


guitie and the doers of them: the workers of 
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ſight of man to be moſt excellent good, 
and ſhould haue a | ci reward afterthe 
judgement of man:but yee ſee here what 


rewarde god giveth them, | 
And ſeing the workes commaunded 


” Notewel 


by Godto be done : are ſodiſpleaſantin 
his fight , wrought by the wicked with 
outfaith , What ſhalbe of your workes, 
which are not commanded by God: nor 
haue no authoritie'in his Scriptures, 
but invented by your ſelues, of your 
yu zeale, and intention, to make your 
elues iuſt by them: hauing no reſpectto 
faith : but tothe working ofthem of the 
ſelfe deed : yea verily expreſſe contrarie 
the ſcripture, and plaine Idolatrie . Ne- 
uertheleſſe he that doth them,yee make 
iuſt :and he that doth them not,yee con= 
demne: Is this any other thing, butto 
makethe death of Chriſt in yaine:and to 
be iuftifiers of your ſclues : for ſeing 


the iuſticewhich is of value before God, -- 


is not ofthe deedes of the law : how can 
it be of yourdeeds. Therefore Chriſt wil 
lay vnto you, Paſſe fromme —_ workers 
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of imiquitie : I know you not, Notwith« 
ſtanding in other places of the ſcripture, 
yee ſhall finde the ſame workes, greatly 
commended by God , where they are 
done bythe iuſt man, as the fruices of 
faith: & reward promiſed to the workers 
. ofthem , So they confeſle them vnpro- 
fitable Seruantes, when they hauc ; a 
all that they can : | For, Chriſt ſaide to 
his Diſciples : when yec hauc done all 
whiche is commanded youto doe, then 
{ſay:weeare ynprofitable ſcruantes: Wee 
hauedonethat,which wee were bounde 
to doe, | pt 
And if they, which fulfill all the com- 
mandements of god} are compted,or re- 
nreE by him,vnprofitable ſeruants: what 
aue wee to glorie in, which fulfill not 
one of his commandements.Now I pray 
you,lay this texttoyour afſertion(ifthou 
wiltenter into life;keep the commande- 
ments) and ye ſhal thinke ſhame of your 
ſayings: inſfomuchas yee would impun 
the article of juſtification there with:an 


mixt workes with faith,to the making of 
2 
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2 wicked man,iuſt, 


NowlIrruſt , it be ſufficiently prouen | 


by authoricy ofthe ſcripture, as is before 
rehearſed atlength,to the ſariſtactio ofa 
Chriſtian,and godly man,that works are 
excluded forth of this article ofiuſtifica« 
tio:8 haue noparticipatis therewith, but 
follow faith as the due fruites therof,thar 


all plorie may redound to god: howbeit, 


the wicked hypocrits and iuſtifiers of the - 


{clues,will neuer be ſatiſfied, by any au- 
thoritie of the ſcripture : forthey cannot 
nor will not be content with god,nor his 
word:buteuerimpung the ſame,to eſta- 


And therfore are neuer atreſt,nor quiet- 


peace of god,thewhich ar the ſubſtice of 
the eſtate of a chriſtia, wherein the iuſt li- 
ueth by faich: & ar {o.neceſlary,thatthey 
ſhould ever be blowenin at the cares of 
the faithful, bythe miniſters of the word, 

Therefore, where eyerthe Apolt,S.P. 
writed or preached(howbeit, there was 


Ni 


my  Eſay.q8. 
bliſh their owne authoritie, and glorie,* *Hypo- 
crites are 
NCucr At 


nes}, in their conſcience', with God, r<ſtin 


heir con- 
becauſe they reie&the mercy,grace,and (icace. © 
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no queſtion of the law,nor workes there. 
Arepeti- Of } hee neuer pretermitted inthe begin- 
tion of the njnp of his Ep.(as the other Apoſt, in like 


article of _- = 
iuſtifica. Maner yſed)to certifie the Chriſtian con= 


tionand prepation of the ſubſtance of this article, 
ra urin gthe with'grace,and peace,which 


, Is aſmuchto ſay,as, the mercy of god,by 

the whichye are made 1ſt, and accepted 

 _. __ @asrighteous in thefauourof god the Fa- 
Rogen: CO faith in Ieſus Chriſt,our on- 
the Apoſt. ty Lord and Sauiour, Reſt, & quietneſle, 
in your coſcience,I'defire to be with you, 

, and remaine with you continually , that 
. therebyye may worke the fruites of faith, 
by charitie,orloue,in righteouſnes,to the 


oy ouy of god, and profite of yourneigh- 


r,through IeſusChriſt, by whome we 

hauethis mercy and grace :and entresto 

fm.5- thefather, andthe ſame grace:the which 
in Icſus Chriſt, 


LOG: ceisgiuEtovsb 
that no feſhe hould [Ia in his fight, 
who hath giuen him ſelfe for our finnes, 
thathe mightdeliuer vsout of this preſet 
wicked worlde, according tothe will of 
god the father: & according tothe _ 
(no O 


= = SS * IF __=— v Ci 
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of his mercy, the which hee hath aboun-, 
dantly ſhed forth vponys,by whoſe mer+ 
cy we are made ſafe, He hath called ys by 2% 
his holy vocation , not according to.oure To” 
workes,but according go his purpole and 
mercy, the which hee hath giuen to ys by ? Timorh, 
Ieſus Chriſt, ST qd. 
And $.Pexer faith, blefled bee god the 
father of our lord Ieſus chrilt:who accor- 
dingto his great mercy, hath begorten 
vs of newe into aliuely hope, by che ry- 
fing of our, Lorde leſs Chriſt from the 
death, Therefore , if wee-bee borne and - 
gotten of new by mercy:It is not of wars 1-Pec.r. 
kes,nor ofour deſeruinges : but freely gi- 
uen vs by the grace, and-mercy of God, , 
through faith in Teſu Chrift,Norwe haue 
no righteouſneſle of the a Pty 4 
asis before clearcly proued by the {crips 1p. 4, 
tures at length, Anl —_ P, rofl Pa 
heth in his owne body to bee true, * who Re 
wrought many exceller works ofthe law, lene. 
Neuertheles,he reputeth all, burfilthines, wockes 
that he- may-winne Chriſt: and be found 2: "pu: 
in him, nothauing his owneiuſtice, Or nothing. 
N ij 


Ealath, tr. 
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| _» righteouſnes, which is ofthe law:but that 
[i inftice whichis of the faith of Teſu chriſt, 
| 


_ © Andfcing the holyAp.the choſen yeſ- 
: ſellof god mighitinot obreine riphteouſ- 
nes in the law,nor works:but in the mer= 
cy of God, through faith in the pretious 


, bloudof IeſuChrift: Alace, what blind- 
1 nesis in vs wicked and miſerable ſinners, 
{ which will ever glory, 8 cry good works 
| (which we neuerdo)and will haue them 
ll | mixt with this article of iuſtificatis. In ſo 
ll much that Chriſt{after our iudgement)is 
| not {ufficienttoſanevs,and make vs iuſt: 

howbeir,it be thecauſe,wherfore he was 

made man for ys only. 
5 © Thereforelet'ys' coclude with the Ap. ? 
lll and the holy ſ{cripturs: that by faith only 
ll iti chriſt we at made iuſt, without the law 
| If £. & workestheteof, And after mibemade 
a | -_ inſtbytaith ;andpoſſeſſerh Chriſt in his 
| || :- hart: knowing perficely him to be his iu- 
The en-  {tice, and his life: the ſhall hemot be idle, 
20od ” burcue asthe good tree ſhal brin gore 
| wokes. pood fruitetbetauſe a man'trucly belee- 

| -»- uing,hath the holy ſpirite: and where he 

| ls | 
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f is, hee ſuffereth notmanto bee idle, bur 
| doth moue and prouoke him,to.all godly 
exerciſes, of good workes, as the loue of 
god, patiencein troubles and affliftions, 
calling vp6 the name of god, & thankeſ- 
giuing,& to the forthſhowing of my 
and loue, vnto all, This is the orderofa 
Chriſtians life, and the ſubſtance of good 
workes,as hereafter followeth:and aswe 
haue alſo touched ſomething in the be« 
ginning,concerning the trouble and pa- 
tience thereof, _ 
| THE XXI1I. CHAP. 
What workes ſhould Chriſtians doe. 
The life of man,zs a perpetuall battell. 
What ts the law of the memberr,and 
what the law of the ſpirite. 
What ſacrifice we ſhould offer to god, 6+ 
what i required,that our ſacrifice be 
"acceptable, EMT) kd 
5 Whofolloweth Chriſt , who goeth before 
bim,&+ who  equall with bin. 
} B Ecauſe'good workes are the fruites * 


of faith, and neceſſaric muſt follow 
the ſame; andproceede of the iulti» 


268 THE CONEESSYON 


fied man as the good fruits of the good 
tree : without the whiche no Chriſtian 
man may gette witneſſing of his faith . 

Therefore after the forthſerting of the 
article of iuſtification: ſhould euer men- 


tion be made of good workes, and all 
faithfull raught to doe the ſame. The 


 Whichmethode $ .P. vſcthinall hisep. 


bur ſpecially in the Epiſt, tothe Romans 
and Galath, For being iuſtified by faith, 
we areat peace with God, by our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt . Butthen haſtely riſcth the 


' battelandftrife withthe world, and per- 


ſecution, becauſe all which wil live god- 
lyin Chriſt Ieſus, ſhal ſufferperſecution: 
Thenſhaltthou begin to reioyce of thy 
trouble:knowing ſurely that thou art the 
{onne of God, becauſe he chaſtenerh all 
{onnes whom heloueth. This affliction 


-- whether itbe in ſpirit or body,bringeth 


pacienceto thee, which isthe proufe of 
thy faith; .Then conceaue thou hope , 
whoſ e office is to.confort thee, that thou 
beenotouercomme in thy affliction, & 
ſothea faith and hope, beingioynedco» 

Wo”; | gether 
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ether,the loue, fauour, and graceof 
4h" by his holy ſpirite ſhed - way + "7 
in our hartes:by the which we(as valiant 
knightes) paſle to a new battell , againſt 
the deuill, the world, and the fleſhe , of 15+ 
whome wee obteine victorie by faith : 
and ſuffer not finnetorule ouervs, This 
methode to good workes teacheth the 
Apoſt.Rom.the.5. and 6.Chapter,exhor- 
ting vs, that as wee of before > Save oure 
members , to bee weapons of ynrighte= 
ouſnes vnto ſinne,to the death:that now 
wee being iuſtified by faith , giue togod 
our members , weapons , and armour ,,  _ 
of righteouſneſle yntolife, For the re- ward of 
warde of finne is death , bur the grace of fnncis 
god iseternall life, by our lord Iefu chriſt, Rs. 
Then let vs ſurely belecue,hee who hath 
begunnethe good worke in ys,which is 
god,ſhall loin the ſame to the daye Phibp.r, 
of our Lord Teſus Chriſt. Andſo to begin hel 
good works,is,not to ſuffer finne to rule of good 
in this mortall body ,that we obeyenor "**** 
the luſtes & concupiſcence of the ſame. 

The whole life ofman, is but a batrell 757 

N y 
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. yponthe earth: And whoſocuerwill pas 
_—_ fordward,in the ſeruice of god, hee muſt 
ucth the prepare him for tentation and trouble, 


m—_i This battell . P, had, and as a knight of 


FEpare 
ham (et —_ experience taught vs the ſame:how 
rrouble. hefand alaw in his mebers, repungning 


#*%7- tothe law ofhis mind : whichis no other 
3 thinge, but the tyrannie of the Deuill, 
*r1cre.. drawing and prouoking man to followe 
pungning the luſtsand concupiſcence of the flcſh:® 
&:th, ; Not onclie incxternall workes, bur alſo 
inthe inwarde affeions of the minde, 
as to doubt or diffide of the goodneſle 
and mercy of god : orto bee {louthfull, 
voyde,andemptie of the loue, and feare 
of god. Thelawe of the minde is, the 
lawe of god prouoking,and calling man 
to doe all Iuſtice , and dighwoulacle > 
whichethe faithfull man conſenteth to 
" inhis mindeto bee goodand. iuſt. And 
yetfindeth no power in him ſelfeto per- 
forme the ſame: for the whiche the holy 
Apoſt,withan exclamation (faith) O v#- 
happy man that I am , who ſhall aeliner mee 
of 44 martall body, which # no other thing 
ur 
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but amaſſe of ſmne. Theſe wordes he ſaith 
not,as of a doubt in his faith , but of a fer- 
uent defire to be diſſolued and ſeparated 
from this vile life to bee with Chriſt , be. 
cauſe hee giuerh thankes vnto god by 
Teſus Chrils , by whome hee is deliuered 
of the ſaid battell.Readerhe 7,Chaprter, 
ofthe Epiſtle torhe Row,where yee ſhall 
clearely perceaue this matter at lenght. 
Therefore , the ſaintes and holy men ye- 
hemently lamente theſe motiones and 
affetions ofthe fleſhe,whiche they feele 
in their inward wit,reaſon,& manly wiſ- 
dome,repungning againſttheſpirite,and 
will not bee tubicRthereto, nor may not 
of their own poweror ſtregth,but by the 


ſpirite ofgod,which beareth witnes with 


our ſpirite,that we are the ſonnes of god, 
There are none which perceaue this bat= 
tell or valiant fighting, butthe iuſt men, 
which confide notin their own workes, - 
merits,or deſeruings,butonlyinthemer- 
cy of god, through faith in Ieſuchriſt,b 
whom they obtein yiRtory,& thank god, 

But becauſethis mortall body ofirine 
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Ks, is cuerrepungning vnto the ſpirite, and 


our greateſt ennemie daylic borne abour 
with vs. The Apoſtle exhorteth ys moſt 
feruently by the mercy of God,to giue 8& 
ofterthe ſame a quicke, liuely, holy, and 
pleaſant ſacrifice ynto God, And that 


, our ſeruice, and worſhipping of God 


be reaſonable: not c5forming our ſelues 
tothis world :but to be renewed ,andre- 
formedinto anew witte,knowledge,and 
vnderſtanding . That we may haue 
proute; how the wil of godis, how good 
10w acceptable, and how perfit, The 
which is, that we mortifie our bodies, 8 
members, which are ypon earth: not on» 


| Iytoabſtein from externall,outward and 


orofle finnes : as from fornication,inceſt, 
yncleanefle,auarice, indignation, wicked 


luſtes,& concupiſcence, ire, filthic com- 


munications,8& like vntotheſe,reakoned 
by S.P. but alſo to coceaue in our harts 
the true and perfite feare of god, which 
moueth and cauſerh ys toabhorre finne: 
anddeteſt our wicked corrupte nature, 


which euer refiſteth the will of God:and 
| ' _ entiſeth 
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entiſeth ys to follow our owne will, wit, 
reaſon, and honeſt appearance of good 
zeale, and intention, the whiche wee 
ſhould not obeye, butthe will of God, 
which is to beleeue in him, and in Ieſus 
Chriſt, whome hee hathſcnt: and alſo, 
itis the worke of god,for the which wee 
ſhould ever pray to god, thy will be ful- 
filled and not ours, 

This doing, the kingdome of heauen, 
is withinys, as Chriſt ſaith, Zxc.the 17, 
Chapter. And theolde man mortified in 
. our bodies, and crucified with Chriſt: 
the body offinne aboliſhed,and deſtroy- 
ed, that wee ſerue no moreto ſinne: the 
which is no other thing, butto caſt off all 
our afteions of the fcfhly mi:and ſub- 
mit vs wholely to Chriſt:and as hee hath 
riſen fro death,that we likewiſe riſe with 
him from finne, and live a new life, in the 
kingdome of righteouſnes: no more be- 
ing vnder the lawe , nor finne,bu 


t vnder 
grace. Thatis, Chriſt and his worde,the 
whiche will neuer teache vs to finne, but 
to all yertue,in faith, The orderhereof 


Io. 6 
The 
of God. 


Rob. 


To bee 
crucified 
with 
Chriſt, 
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S. P. teacheth Rymanes . the 12, chap. 

and ſo forth to the cnde of the epiſtle. 

AndS. Peter inhis firſt epiſt.the 2. chap. 
teacheth the ſame. 

This quicke , and liuely facrifice, 

which God defireth of vs,and is ſo plea- 

| ſantand acceptable in his fight, is a con- 

—_ trite ,and broken harte, a troubled ſpirit 

fanccro humiliate and ſubie& ynto God, Theſe 

Faro. the Prophete calleth, the affetions of 

the minde,or thoghts ofthe harte,which 

are broken, afflicted, aud caſt downe b 

the knowledge of finne , & place their 

whole hope and confidence onely in the 

mercy of god. The ſame afteRions ofthe 

 hart,heecalleththe ſacrifice moſt accep- 

* table yntogod : And commaunded the 

ſame to be offered ynto him:as it is writ- 

ten: Giue yntothe Lord, the ſacrifice of 

P/a.z. righteouſnefle,and pur your whole hope 

into him. Andin the 49. pſal, hecalleth 

the ſame the ſacrifice of praiſe, & thikeſ= 

euing. For we ſhould cuerpraiſe god 

atis, preache and foorthſhowe in all 

thinges, his infinite goodnes, And what 

eucr 


gw __— 2% 
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euer wethink, ſpeake,or doe, dire the 
ſameto his glorie . Thisis a worthy ſa- 
crificeto be done by a Chriſtian: on this 
maner we are taught by S.P. to the Heb, 
& diuerſe other places of the ſcripture . 

To the fulfilling of this ſacrifice is 
required that we ſpoyle our ſelues of the 
old man,* that is our firſt conuerſation in 


finne: which wee haue of naturall pro. The 01d 


agation of old e Adam. Andis cledde & 
Ck the ſame ſo long as we liue,after 


the example of 4daw. Euer rebelsro Colloſe3 


god,and his law: And clothe vs with new 
eAdam:cthat is Chriſt, with whom wee 
are cledde, when we reforme our life 
to the ftmilitude of him: which reſtoreth 
againto vs, the Image and ſimilitude of 
god,to the which we were created. This 
15 the right andtrue holinefle , integri- 
tic and iuftice, to the which , in Chrift, 
we are renewed: by the holic Spirit, 
that we ſhould liue, in all Iuſtice, and 
holines of life. In that we wer created by 


god in the beginning , that we ſhould 


walke before him * Therefore the Apolt, *Thaeis 


- - 
. 
— IS 
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love and 


extoll his COMmandeth vs to be renewed with the 
magrifi- ſpirit ofthe minde, and cloth ys with the 
altkinde NeW man. The minde is the fountaine , & 
_—_ egfrnkg of all thinges: So it muſt be re 
«4. newed, it any good works ſhuld follow: 
And that teacheththe Prophete Eſayin 
theſe wordes : Put away + enill of your 
' thoughts frommyejes. &c, Andſoto doe 
yum, workes _— to the pleaſure 
of god, & order of the ſcripture,isto be- 
inne to mortifie this finfull body , as 1s 
Þefore rehearſed. Then are we the good 
tree, whoſe fruite is ſweete,and pleaſant 
in the fight of god , and acceptable 
to him, 
- Therefore lette vs deny our ſelues 
| take our ownecroſle ypon our backes, 
and followe Chriſt; as he harh comman- 
ded ys in his Euangell: forthe which he 
- ſuffereddeath for vs: leauing to vs anex- 
aple that we ſhuld follow his footſtepps, 


"Ty 


' 


who fot. & neither go before Chriſt, nor yet aſide 


loweth 


. * " .K 
_ with him, but let vs follow him :*the 


which we doe ,whe we caſtfrs vs,all our 


wiſedome , righteouſneſle, holines , and 
redemp- 


/ 
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redemption,andreceauethem fr6 Chriſt, 
whois made to ys by god , our wildome, 
juſtice, holyneſle, and redemption : And 
confeſle ys to haue nothing otour ſelues, * 
but euill: and all our goodnes to be from 
ood,as S.[amer ſaith in his Ep. the 1.Ch. 4... 
This our crofſe is no other thing, but the of the 
troubles and afflictions, both ſpirituall 8& I AC 
corporall,that we haue in this preſcr life: 
the which are the probatiss , & exerciſes 
of ourfaith , whereby the ſame is tryed 
& ſearched by our heauenlyfather,to our 
weale. Andteſtifie vsto be the ſonnes v1 
god,and not baſtardes, And therefore we 
ſhould gladly accept the ſame with 
thankeſgiuing from the bottome of our 
hart,thinking them to come to vsfor the 
beſt,and that we are the beloued of god, *** 
Soaccepting them, 

And thenin the greateſt troubles and ,,, _ 
afflitions raiſe vp our hartes with faith, 4 Jo. 
& hope,belecuing ſurely our good god, 
to be ſofaithfull and true that he wil not : 
{uffer vs to be ouercome , or confoiided, 

& tepted abouc that webe able,but will God wii 
oy 


(ary, 


Hebi.z 
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norfuffer euen giue the iſſue with the tencatis,thar 
vstobee ye may bee able tobeare it,becauſe our 


tempced 


aboue 
that we 


 mayſu- 


eine, 


1.Ca'-10. 


E[ay. $3- 


1: Petit. 


weak and fragill nature is knowe to him. 
He will haue c6paſſion yp6 vs,for Chriſts 
ſake, by whome wee are reconciliateto 
his fauour.Solet vs notgo aftray,burfol- 
low Chriſts footelteppes : Thar is,to ſuf- 


ferall hinges patiently, andthinke that 


we haue deſerued more forour finnes, 
Alſo,remembring that Chriſt our ſauiour 
hath ſuffered ten thouſand times more 
forvs, On this maner we followe Chriſts 
footſteppes , who hath borne our finnes 
in his body vpon the crofle : that _ 
dead fr6 finne,we ſhuld liue in righteoul- 
nes.My harts,ye which are aduerſariesto 
the article ofiuſtificatis:learn toread the 
ſcripturs with effeR, to the perfite ynder- 
Randing thereof:and the ye ſhal obteine 
knowledge to begin to do good workes 
in faith, pleaſant and acceptable to god. 
ee 


Since we haue made mention of 


kinde of perſonnes: thac1s ofthem which 


oe before Chriſt , ofthem which goe a- 
firay from Chaiſt,and of them whichfol- 


— aw — - - 


lory 


v 


—_ » = your ” _- ds Baer 70 9 


OF FATTH, 


779 


low Chriſts footeſteppes, Ic isneceſlarie, 
toletthem bee knowen by them felues, 
that the true and faithfull may be knows ,*s 
by their deedes:* They which confide in betors 


their owne workes, merites , and deſer- 
uin g5,thinking therethrough to obteine 

ingdome of heauen: and ſatiſhefor 
their owne ſinnes: Not onely for them 


the 


ſelues, but alſo ofthe ſuperaboundiceof . . 


their merits;for others: of the which ey 


make marchidiſe, Theſe are they, whic 
poe before Chriſt, and: are called Anti- 


chriſtes or contrarieto Chriſt, becauſe 
they viurpe his office;and wilbe Iuſtifiers 


* 


of them ſelues and others, * They which bac wy 
thinke faith not: ſufficient to-juſtifie aſtray frb 


without workes, but will haue their own 


good deedes ioyned, to helpe ChrilV, in 


Chriſt, 


their juſtification, Theſe are they which 


£9 altray fr6 Chriſt, & wilbe equallwith 

im;in their owne iuſtification;for none 

oftheſe hath Chriſt ſuffered deathy ; |: 
Therefore, hee ſhall abſtra&ftrs6 theſe 


two kindes, his wiſedomejrighteoufnes; 


holines,and redemption, and {hall ſufter 


O "l 


\ 


* 
. - - 
. 


Math. 9. 


niſhment 
of pride, 
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them tocontend with the lawn the late 
teriudgement, whoſe workes being ac- 
cufed; and the puriticand cleanes requi- 
red, according to the perfeRion of the 


lawe; all their noble workes and deedes 


of -good zeale , and intention ſhalbec 
found abomination in the fight of God: 


' how excellent or ſhining that euer they 


be before men, to-whome itſhalbe ſaid: 
Paſſe your waye frommee, ye workers of wie 
quitte,, Lucifer, was throwen downe' out 
of;theheauen,, becauſe hee would haue 
madehim equall with god: Adam,torth 
of paradile, becaus he pretededto know 
more,then was giuen him in commande- 
met'toiknow,&c.The Pharifie, of whom 
Chriftmaketh.mention,pretended no.0« 
ther thinge, buta- great rewarde for his 
good workes: The ſame thing pretende 
allthey which impiigthis article ofiuſti-» 
ficatia:for will ye compare their ſayings, 
and doinges,itis the ſame ſelfe thing:but 
ofanother arrayctnet. Neuertheles,they 
are as like,as acggeis like another, And 
lo, they are not of Chriſtes little _ 
1 4 whic 


a IG oor nl 
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whichhee hath choſen', and follow him. 
| The thrid kindofperſonnes, are they, 
which purtre all theirtruſt,hope,andeon- 
fidence in Chriſte : rake his croſſevpon 
cheir backes,and dayly followe Cinittin! 
his footſteppes, fneither declining tothe. 
right ar, rs to the left,thar is groun= 
dedin faith,cuer working by charitie,ab= 
ſteining fro euill, and doing good works, 
in the which they putno confidence, bur 
thinke when they hauc done all, whiche 
, 1s commanded them to doo, neuertheles 
they think them ſelues, but vnprofitable 
ſeruants:they lay their finns vp6 Chriſtes 
backe:and follow him byfaithaſcribing 
all their wiſedome,iultice,holyneſle,and 
redemption to Chriſt: and nothing to 
them ſelues, nor thei? merites , becauſ e 
theyare ſinners:and through the dregges 
of {inne,left in them,of rhe old corrupred 
man,their workes are not perfite, accor- 
dingto rhe perfeion which the lawre- 
quireth, Therefore,they may not ſtande 
in iudgement with them, of their owne 
power,and ftregth,but belecue the ſame 
F--4 & Q 11y 
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workes , through faithin Chriſt, tobee 
acceptedas obedience to the lawe : and 
—__ Chritts merites made perfice. 
"Theſe are they, to whome it ſhalbee 
, laide : Come vnto mee yee bleſſed of my 
' Father, andpoſſeſſe the Kingdome of Hea« 
wen, prepared onto you,from the beginning 
* of theWorlde, Againſt the whiche the 
Lawe hath noplace to accuſe , nor con- 
demnetheit workes of any jimperfeRion, 
becauſe they are Chriſts workes, made 
- _ perfite , through faith in his 
bloud, 


THE XX111. CHAP. 


1 What the reaſon of manperſwadeth to 
be done gn the matter of religion. 
2 JArgumentes againſt good zcale and 
00d entention, 
3 Thepapiſticall church this day gs worſe 
. thi the externallchurch of the Iewer, 
the dayes of the Prophets & Chriſt. 
4 What frutte bringeth the good xeale 
x of man, 
Ths 
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T He blinde reaſon, witte, and vn= 


derſtanding ofman ( whichis but 
| the defires and appetites of the 
fleſhly man) is the cauſe why wee 
mif knowe the good and perfite order, 
to doe good workes , taught vs inthe, 
ſcriptures: negleRing the worde of god, depeding 
& following our own will , which teach- YP2>Þis 


| OWnrea- 
eth vs good zeale , and good intention, fon,is de- 


This our reaſon affirmeth good, and thin. << 
keth that God ſhall approue the ſame, 
according to our defire , whiche is but 
flcſh(Imeane ofthe whole man, and all 
that isin him )Butthe ſpiritand word of 
godteacheth ys to walke in the ſpirite,& 
not to performe the deſires and luſtes of 
the fethe. For the fleſh euer contendeth 
apainſtthe ſpirite :and the ſpirice againſt 
the fleſh, Therefore we are commanded 
to fight valiancly againſt the defires of 
the ficlhe : and to abſteine from the 
luſtes and appetites thereof: and to fol- 
lowe che will of God,which isto walke 
- -_ ſpirite, and clothe ys with Chriſte 
elus, 


O ili 


C 


good 


1s 


tation of 
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This orderthe Apoſtle teacheth Galath, 
the 5. chapter, Romaxes the 8, chapter & 
r3. AndF$, Per, in his firſt epiſtle the 2. 
chapter, 

O miſerable,blinde, & ignoritmi wh 
doe(t thou negleR the good worke © 
god, to inutta good worke oftky owne 
making:thinking therethrough to pleaſe 
god:laying, thou doeſt it ofa good zeale 
and intention, which is aſmuch to ſay 
as, that thy minde, and intentione are 


good in the ſelfe. And becauſe thou 


-thinketh the ſame good , God after thy 


iudgement, ſhouldapprouethe ſame as 
good, Thou art deceaued , becauſe thou 
ynderſtandeſt not the-Scriptures, or will 


/..not vnderſtande the ſame, It is written 


that the whole thoght of man, and all 


The c5fu- the cogitations of his hart, is ready giuen 
- and bentypon cuill, atall time, Andalſo 


zealc,& the witte,vnderſtanding, and conceat of 
good 1n- 


tection. 


man, andthe-thought of his harte, are 
one ,ready , andinclined to cuill from 
isyouthhead,and yoiigage. And Dauid 
ſayeth, The Lord knoweth the cogitations 
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of mant hart, that they are vaine, Nowe 
my bartes , where will yee finde your 
good zeale , and good intention: either 
15 it euill of thee ſelf, orels Godis falſe, 
the whiche can not bee tyee may call it 
pood, but God who hath better knows 
edge thereof,then ye haue, by his word 
reſtificth all that is inyou to bee bur e- 
uill,as he hath Jeclazeth by the mouth of 2997-1% 
Aoyſes, comanding that we do not that 
thing , which wee thinke good, but that ,, 
thing which hee hath commanded vs to 
do:that ſhould we do*: and neither adde *rhe'es- 
to his word,nor take therefro,but walkin Me. 
the way,the whichthe lord hath coman= godzcon- 
ded. This ſhoweth thee;that thou ſhould nood a 
not followe thy good zeale, and intens zeale. + 
tion , thinking therethrough to pleaſe pa,,1s, 
god:or fulfill his will,the which chou can 
not'fulfill, but by his worde., Forall man 
of them ſelues, are but Lyers, and full of 
yvainitie, LN 

Great is the differ&ce betwixtthe will 
of god,and the will ofman, The thoughr 
of god ,andthethoughtes ofman, The 
Oy » 
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| wayes of god, andthe wayes ofman : as 
F«33. faiththeProphete inthe perſs ofgod:my 
thoghts , & cogitatios ar not yours :nor 
yourways mine:butasthe heauts ar exal 

ted aboue the earth:euen ſo army wayes 

8 cogitations fr6 yours, This is no other 

\ thing, buttoteach vs to follow the will 

©  _ - and commande of God, and not ours* 
—_— who hath declaredin his (criprurs plain- 
_ wanſhold yunee weſhould doe, & leaue vndone 
Socts ; thatwe needeto ſecke nofurther. So do- 
-ing we ſhalprocure the bleſſing of God, 
= fweetakehiserudition and teaching: as 
+ Damidlayeth: Bleſſed is the man, whom 
Palpy thou (O Lord) inftruceth, and of thy 

\ Law teacheth him, And ifwe will fol- 

lowe our own teaching, doing workes 
who of our owne intention (the which wee 
workes think good)we ſhal procure the plagues 
mided by 2nd puniſhmets threataed by the Proph 
Godin Jeremiethe 19 chap. becauſe we doe the 
moarn thing , Which he hath not commanded: 
-urris his noripoken to'vs: nor yet hath aſcended 
 @«. inhishart, Truſt well the people thoghe 

«px they did a great excellent worke to God 


and . 


( 


\ 


{ 
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and ſacrificeto pleaſe him, whent 
ſpared not their owne children, to kill & _ ... 
offer ſacrifice ynto god, of their innocer $90 
bloud . This was Deir good zeale , and The truws 
goodintention , But they" had no com- 
mand of god for them: and verily yee 
haue leſſe for you,to make ſuch ſacrifice, 
as yee doedayly : todeceaue the poore 
people, and to purchaſe w__ ſelues . 
yu riches,goods & poſſeſſions. There= 
ore I exhort you by the mercy of God, 
to caſt away that good zeale,& intEtions 
& follow the word of god,as he hath c6« 
midedyou in the (crifurs for they beare 
witnesof him: & ſhow to mi whacls his 
wil: ſeeke nofurther , nor confound not 
the works of God with thy vain thoghts, 
Through the vaine c6ceate of mi vied 
in theſe words( good zeale & inretio)have 
al the abuſes, nowruling in the church of 
god,riſen.Thatthe ſayings ofthe Proph, , 
{poke tothe people of 1/-ael,, are coplete Ter,a; 
this dayinthe Church of Chriſt:and may The, =, 
be ſaidto vs,asthey were ſaidtothe /ew- 


Terenue 


er, EuE as the theefis aſhamed whEheis Cs, 


283 YARAE CONFESSION 


taken:euenſo is the houſe of Iſrael aſha. 
med: they, & their kinges, their princes, 
preiſts & Prophets ; ſaying vnto thetree 
orſtocke,thou art my father :andto the 
Rone,thou haſt begotten me, They haue 
turned their backe to mee (ſayerh the 
Lord God ) and not their face; Andin 
the time of their trouble , and affliction, 
—— ſay: Riſe, and deliuer vs, then 
ſhall the Lord ſay vnto them, where are 
thy gods which thou haſt made thee? 
letthem ariſe and deliuer the,in the time 
ofthy trouble . Thy gods were verily 
in nomber according to the nomber of 
thy cities, o Juda, what? wilt thou con- 
tend with me in Iudgement?yce haue all 
left me, ſayeth the Lord., 
--Nowl pray you,conferre theſe words 
of god,here plainly ſpoken, with the do- 
'Ingsof theſe dayes, now ruling in the 
. church: andthen yee ſhall perceaue the 
. abuſe of gods word, We praye comonly 
the Pater noſter(that, is our father)to the 
Image of this,or that ſaint, made of tree 
© or one. And ſpecially to this or _ 
tar 
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altar, wee kneele,which is by our ſelues, 
or our predicefſours foiided, vpon ſuch a 
Saintes name, whoſe picture is well gra. 
uedin aſtocke or ſtone: And with coltly 
colours painted: andthe blefled Sacra- 
ment of the body and bloud of Chriſt 
(aftertheir maner) offered daylytothis 
or hat Saint:and called his meſfle,for do- 
ing of the which,there is not a ſyllabe in ,,,, 
gods word, for you: but the contrarie ex» Lewir. 26. 
py commanded:both that yee ſhould 2**5 
aue no grauen Images, nor worſhippe 1g, - 
them: nor //h invent any maner of wor- 96. uz. 
{ſhpping of god: But as god hath coman- 
ded by his word. And foryour defece, ye 
haue onelytheſe wordes ( good zeale & 
intention-)the which is expreſly cotrarie 
the firſt commandement of god: for euen 
as we are forbidden and inhibite to haue 
ſtrange gods:So are wee inhibite co haue | *2"8® 
frange worſhippings of god.* + |»; ping 6 
Blefled be god, the matterisſopatent 9% 7 
and plainely {et forth in theſe dayes,cons teinedin 
cerning the ſaid yaine workes, inuented Gp. 


by man ,to the confuſion thereof byrhe tro» 
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godly men:which laboure day and night 


Chriſts choſen litle flocke, that it is not 
needful, to abide long vp6 the diſcufling 
of theſe matters: but my to remit you 
to the Scriptures,and the ſaide godly de- 
clarations made therevpon: againlt the 
ſuperſtitious worſhipping of Saintes:go- 
ing in pg ge,purgeing in purgato= 
rie, hallowing of water,or other elem&ts 
foundatioun ofmaſſes, to publike or pri- 
uate idolatrie, offering or ſacrifices ma- 
king, not commided inthe word of god, 
choiſe of meats, forbidding of mariage 
inthe church of god, and abominable a- 
buſes ofthe whole Chriſtian religion, by 
the ſhauen, ointed, or ſmeared preiſts 
biſhops,monkes,and friers, hauing one- 
ly there vocation of man, and by man, 
- Therefore we letthe ſpecialities ofthem 
paſle, and referre the 7 ame tothy judge= 
ment (goodreader.) Thankes beto god 
theſe abuſes, and groundes are not vn- 
knowen :8 we will paſſe forward to the 
| knowledge of the workes commanded. 
VS 


in his Scriptures to the edification of 
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vstodoe, and work by the ſcriptures of 
god, as the fruites of faith, 


THE XXIIIT. CHAP. 


t What workes Paſtors ſhould teache vt 
to their flocke. 

.2 Wherefore the yoke of Chriſt ts ſweete, 
and his burden hyht to Chriſtians, 

Uocation mediate and immediate. 

Uncation in generall , by the which all 
true Chriftians are equal , made 
Kinges and Preiſts,in Chriſt vlouae. 


[: any will aske or inquyre, what wore 


>. V4 


kes ſhould the faithfull doe:I can finde 
no perfiter anſwear to make thereto g,,, 
then the Euangell reacheth vs, As &, workes- 
Luke ſayethithe 3, chapter ,[ob»the bap- 
iſt preaching repentance in remiſſion of 
finnes: the people inquired at him, what 
they ſhould doe: to whom he anſweared 
ſaying He that hath two coates, giueto 
him that hath not one , And he that 
hath meate, let him doein like maner. 
This is a9 ether thing, but toexerciſe 
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the deedes of mercy, and charitie to- 
ward thy neighbour, as the Prophet Eſay 
ſayeth, breake thy breade to the hungry, 
needic, and the poore who arcaſt out, 
bring into thy houſe : when thou ſeeſt 
the naked clothe him,contemne or deſ- 


-Piſe notthy owne fleſh. This is the forth= 


ſhowing of thy faith, which $S. Iames 
defireth of thee in his epiſtle , Thou art 


 taughtthe ſame,with the other works of 


charity tothy neighbour.£zech. the 1 5. 

The Publicanes and open ſinners in- 
Quired in like maner, what they ſhould 
doe: to whom he anſweared(laying) yee 
ſhall doe no further, then that which is 
commaunded you to doe: as, he would 
ſay, decline and ceaſeto doe cuill , and 
learne to doe good ,as yee arteached by 
the Propete Eſay. the x. Chapter. And 
Davidteacheth you the perfeton ofre- 
ligione(ſaying )Come to me my ſonnes and 
heare mee,and { ſhall teach you the feare of 
of the Lord, Who « he who liueth and loueth 


| P/al 33% fo ſee good dayes : let him refraine bis FOWNg 


| x.Pet.3, 
Tac.1s 


from emill, and bus lippes that they ſpeake no 


frauds 
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frande: decline from enill, & doe good: ſeeks 
peace, and followe the ſame, Therefore, 
paſſe your waye and finne no more : for 
I will not ſend you to the lawe to get re- 
meady of your finnes, But looke inthe 
law, and behold what is ordeined _ to 
do.The which will declare you to be fin« 
ners,& tranſgreſſours, And then ye ſhall _ 
ſceke Chriſt for remeady,whole forerun- | 
nerI am.Itis he,in whome ye ſhall finde | 
remeady, Therefore, Lſay vnto you: be- "*'" 
holde the lambe of god, which taketh a- 
wayethe ſinnes of he world, 

And being inquired of the ſouldiers, 
what they ſhould doe:He anſwered(ſay- , _ 
ing )yee ſhall ſtrike, norhurt no man:nor The voce- 
ou do wrong oriniurie to any perſonne: ©9224" 

ut bee content of your wages, which is men of 

aſmuch to ſay,as opprefle none :rake no "Ie 
perſons geare violently: yee are publicke 
officers, depute by princes,& magittrats, 
for keeping of good rule and order a- 
moneſt the people, for reſt, and quietnes, 
of the:comms weale:for the which cauſe 
ye haue your wages, Your office is honeſt 


Pp 
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and the good worke of god : Therefore, 
looke on your own vocation:and do that 
iultly which is commanded you,and ex- 
ceede not your bounds, 

Here is a good order taught you which 
areminiſters ofthe worde, to learne the 
auditourin generall, or ſpeciall, to doe 
good works: Thatis, toſhow them the 
works comanded by god:the right fruits 
of repentance,and ich , tothe whichye 
ſhould ſend them, and not to vaine wor- 
kes inuented by man, whichis no other 
thing,butto heape finne vpon ſinne, 

And Chriſt being aſked by the /ewes: 

Bb What ſhall we doe { (ay they )that we might 
Faichis work the workes of pod: an{wered(laying) 
eworke 721 5s the worke f Godyghet yee beleewe i 
|. © him,whome hee hath ſent, Here, hee ſent 
. them nottothe law(howbeit,the law be 

the worke of god) butto faith, which is 

not the work of ma, but the work of god, 

which hee worketh in man, Therefore 

| Chriſt ſaithto vs : Belcene,andyee ſpalbee 
los. ſafe. Andſolet vs ſay with S,Peter:Lora, 
to whome ſuall we paſſe thou haſt the woras 


of 
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of life : wee will ſecke no other , but beleene 
5 thee. Yee ſhal conſider that Chriſt,after 
hee hadrefreſhed the people with their 
corporall foode, Then he taught them 
the perfeRion of a Chriſtian man, And 
fed them with the ſpirituall foode. ' And 
they which receaue the ſame; did follow 
him:the reſt left him, whick had no faith, 
but tooke his doEtrine carnally, & of ex- 
ternall and outwarde workes, as did the 
young man, towhome Chriſt made the 
an{were,as is before rehearſed. Marhithe 


1 9.Chap.By the which ſcriptures we are” There is 
taught to follow chriſt, becaus there is no Ron, 
perfeQion, but in the following of him, butia 


Therefore, as wee haue receaued our 
Lorde ITeſus Chriſt, let ys walke in him, 
being rooted and builded in him:andc6- 
firmed in the faith as we haue learned,a- 
boiiding in the ſame with giuing thanks, 
as the Apoſt. ſaith,Co/oſſithe 2, Chap, for 
hee is the fountaine of all goodnes; and 
the head of our felicitie, and let'ys haue 
reſpe&to no otherthing, norlaye.noo- 


therfoundativa; For as the Apo, faith: «, cv. 
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| *Chiitis Vo Win* may lay another foundation,nor 


me wag that wbech Salah layae, the which us [e- 


WW daionof firs Chriſt. Letvs build ypon this founda- 


= worn tio,gold,filucr,and pretiqus Rones,which 


| whom we aretheworkes of God, commanded in 
ſhould the holy ſcripture , to bee wrought into 


Wl build 
'" good faith:euery one according to his vocatis, 


Ces inthe which we ſhould-walke worthely, 
as wee are.called with all humilitie, and 
meeknefle,and patience,ſupporting one 
anotherin loue , and charitic, caretullto 
keepe the vnitie ofthe ſpirite,in the band 

 - . * - of peace,as we are taught by the Apolt, 
Epbeſhe'4.Chapter. 

. And Chriſtfaith: Take my yoke onyos, 

andltarve of me that [am Ano and lowly 


þ : and yee 
ontes.:: For) i eaſie , and 
Note. The woos wordes, Chriſt would 
neuer have ſpoken, if hee had laden vs 
with ehelaw. Eorggliar burde isſo weigh- 
tie that neither we nor ourfathers 
beare it;as'S.Per. ſaith,in the Actes ofthe 
_ r5.Chapter. 

ot pens Ul of Chriſte is eabe 


and 
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*and _ burdenis light ers —_ *"Wheren 
& choſen, for they lay all vpon'Chritts fore 
back,and A lowhim x fret faith: con- mokals 
fiding nothing in their owne workes,nor | 2cane. 
merites : but everworking all good) ac- lighs, 
cording to their yocation, giuing all glo- 
ric,and honor ynto God : not exceeding 
the boundes of their vocation, which is 
the beſt rule, that the faithfull canhaue, 
to doe pood workes: to the knowledge ' 
thereot , we will make ſome ſhort decla- 


ration,and then make an ende, Ofgene- 
Yee ſhall ynderſtande, thar there is Nec 


two kindes of godly yocatios. The oneis, vocations. 
immediate by god,asthe prophetes were , 
called inthe old teſtamet:yen,andas Da- diate vo- 
#4 to be a King,and Aſoyſc a gouernour, TO 
to the people, Andas the Apoſtlesin the | 
newreſtament, The other is mediate by Nediare 
mi(& immediateby god ) as Tofue inthe Mo 
oldreftament,was calledby Moyſcto bee 
Gouernour tothe people , at the com- 
rmandementof god, And as Tworth.and 
Titm,were called by $.P. to bee biſhops: 

and as all they, which nowe are called to 
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be biſhops, which are lawfully made,ac- 
cording tothe word of god, aud authori- 
tic of the magiſtrates, Therefore , tothe 
knowledge ofeucry mans vocation, I re- 
mit himto the word of god, and his own 
conlcience;which are his inward & moſt 
{ure judges, ? 

4 There is a generall yocation, by the 

which we ar called by Chriſt,& his word 


Vocatiou tg a chriſtianreligion,throu ohthe which 


generall. 


wee are made one body, and one ſpirite: 
Euen as weare called in one hope of our 
yocatio: forthat chariticis required of vs 
bythe word of God', which maketh and 
bringeth vs togetherin one body,thrugh 
 mutuall coniunCtion of faith, working by 
charity:therfore Chariy,is called the bid 

*Charitie, Of Peace.* There is but one fellowſhip of 
is.the bad all the faichfull,8 one body : That is,one 
pris, church,whoſe only head is Chriſt, In this 
church is,nor ſhould bee, no diuifion:for 

there is in this yocatis & chriſtia religion 

but one body , one faich, one baptiſme, 

which is the [cale of our religion,marked 

by god, with the bloud of his only begot- 

| ten 
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ten ſonne Chriſt Ieſus our lord:in whoſe 

bloud we are baptiſed:one god, andone 

father ofall,which is ypon all,and by all, __ _ 
andin ysall, And therefore the Apoſtle rpje.g. 
teſtifieth vs all to be but one body:thatis © 5: 
one church in Chriſt, *For in to one ſpirit, *why the 
and by one ſpirite, the whole vniverſall bt, 
congregation of the faithful, is pennant one body. 
ruled, ſftrengthned,and kepr. There is but 
one marke or ende, to the which allthe 
faithfull cotend or ſhoote at,thar is eter- 
nall life, Wee are all the Sonnes'oft 
one Father, and participant of one heri= 
tage ,2s weare called in one hope of our 
vocation, 

And cing,we haue but one lord, which 
is Ieſus Chriſt, Itis conuenient that his 
feruantes bee of one minde, and not de- 
uidedthrough diſcord,and enuie. There 
is but one profeſſion of faith, in all this 
Chriſtian religion,8& vocation: for how- 
beit, wee ſee in theſe our dayes many 
ſundry profeſſions, and opinions of faith: 
There is but one true faith, which is thar 
faith, which the Apoſt, of our Lorde Ie- 


P iy 
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r.c 3, {us Chriſt,togetherwith the patriarches, 

Ephe.22 and prophets, haue profeſſed, and giuen 

12+ toall nationsthrough their teaching and 

Roms. Preaching, as teſtifie the holy ſcriptures, 

*. Vponthe which foundation, the whole 

church of Chriſtis builded. Therefore by 

one baptiſme,we aral made clean & pu- 

rified, and bythe which,we ar ingrafred 

in Chriſt: and made the people of God, 

urified from ourſinnes, and alrogether 

aried with Chriſt, There is amonegeſt vs 

all, but one poweror ſtrenght , of bap- 

Mahzz, filme: and in one name of the father, 

{onne, andthe holy ſpirite, we are bap- 

tiſed . And ſoar we made one body into 

Chriſt, being many members, copacted 

and ioyned together into him, Forthe 

more perfite vnderſtanding of this body 

yee ſhal reade the whole 1 2.chap. ofthe 

- Lepiſtle tothe Cormth. The 4. and 5.to 

che Ephe/. Inthe which yee ſhall finde 

this marer declared by the Apoltle at 
lenghrt, 

In this generall vocatione theiris no 

_ diſtintion of perſonnes, forall men are 

| equal 
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equall before god, ofoneeſtate, byone- 
generall promis al are called tothefaith, 7,43. 
vnder one Lord and King Ieſus Chrilt, 

who hath ſhedd his bloud , for all which 
belecue in him, Therefore all Scriptures 
which make mention,thatthere is noex- 
ception of perſons before god, are refer- - 
redtothis general vocati6in the Chriſti. 

an religion, as Romans the 2, chapter: 
where the Apoſtle inteding(vnderTewe 

aud pentill comprehending all men )to 
proue them ſinners, ſayeth, before God 
there is no acception of perſons: And 
Peter (ayeth,In veritie I haue found that 

God is not an accepterofperſones :; bur 

in allnations and people, heeis acce 

ted ynto him, which feareth him _ £5 6k 
worketh righteouſneſſe . And S. Lames '** 
ſayeth, My brethren hauenot the faith 
four lorious Lord Iefus Chriftinreſ(> 

pet of perſons.And S.P, faith,to the c6- 
fouding,of the fals apoſt, which ſeduced 

the Gal.through great authoritie:and al. 

{oto ſhow him ſelfe equal in power with 
lames,Peter, and Iohn, That Godisnota _ 


reſpecter 


Galeth, ; 


8.Pet.ue 


Al faithful 
are kinges 
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reſpeRerofthe perſon ofman:but in this 
yocation of Chriſtia religion by baptiſm 
through faithin the bloude of Chrilt, all 
me ar equall:both Iewe & getill, ſeruid, 
free man,& woman,all are one in Chriſt 
Jeſus: the ſonnes of Abraham by faith: & 
according to the promis heirs: that isto 
Jay:all which beleeue arthe ſonns of god 
therfore ar they frej& heirs of cternal life, 

To this generall vocatis perteineth the 
ſayings of 8.Per.intheſe words: Tee area 
choſen generation,a rojall prieſthoode a holy 
natio,&* a people ſet at liberty that ye ſhould 


ferthſhowe the vertues of bim that hath 


calledyou forth of darkneſſe,,nto a meruclous 
ght,o&c.The ſame is ſaid by oyſes, Ex. 
the 19. Chapter, Here yee ſce in this 
vocation there is no acception of perſons 
Wear all the holy people of God, which 
belecue vnfainedly, yea kinges oinCted 
in Baptiſme by the holie Spirit: & pricſis 
making ſacrifice to-god dayly,of this our 
finful body,mortified from finne: & offer 


andprieſis a holie and acceptable ſacrifice afrer the 


maner aboue writtin : conforme to the 
reaching 
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Rom. the 12.cha. 


But be ware ye call not your ſelues kings Note well 


in office, and dignitic: norprieſts in ad- 
miniſtration of .« word, & holy ſacra- 
mentes , for that perteineth toa ſpeciall 
yocation,or office by the ſelfe. Therefore 
Iexhort you which reade the ſcriptures 
take heede that yee confound not the 
works of god,for if yee doe ,yee ſhal nor 
eſcape error :- Theſe ſpeciall vocations 
{hall follow in their owne places. 

If we will looke dayly to this chriſtian 
vocatio, we ſhal haue perfite knowledge 
what works we ſhuld doe,8& what works 
we ſhouldleaue yndone. The negleRing 
hereof,is the cauſe of al the enormities,& 
abuſcs nowruling in the church of chrilt 
through the whole world, For conhide- 
ring wee arall members ofone body: & 
all mebers haue not one office, but euery 
one ſcrueth other in their owne place: as 
when the eares heare any tiungee eyis 


caſterh the ſighe whatir 5 


uld be: thEthe 
feete& hands prepare them to purſue,or 
defed,to Rid or flee, And al theſe mebers 


| 


| 
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|, & whole body,obeythe head: &awaite 

5  yponthe direction of the ſame: *Euen fo 
we beingall mEbers of one body(which 
is the Church ) whoſe heads, is Chriſte: 
ſhould in our eſtate and office, according 
to the gift-of god , and grace piuen toys: 
differing one from another, ferue in our 
ſpeciall vocation, euery one another, in 


od inour neighbour:bur as the Apoſtle 
aith : Let vs lone brotherly fellowſmppe , in 
going before another in honour &5- renerece. 
In doing hereof, there would be no ſirife 
inthe body::burifa member were trou- 
bled, hurt, orhad any diſeaſe, all the 0» 
ther members would haue compaſſion 
ofit, Andifone meber were glad orioy- 
full, all the other mEbers would rejoyce 
with the ſame, as the Apoſlt. ſaith, the x. 
tothe,Corinth.the 1 2,Chap.If wee knew 
this perfitly,none would ylurpe anothers 
office or dipnitie (to the whiche he were 
notcalled)but would be c6tet of hisown 
vocation, & giue to Euery thi hisduetie: 
- tribute,to whometribure is due: cuſtome, 


/ 
| 
: : 
/ | ro 


our owne eſtate : Not inuying the gift of 


. 
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rowhome cuſtome perteineth: feare, to 
whome feare belongeth: and honour, to 


whome it perteineth, The which are all 
compleite Dy this ſaying:loue thy neigh- 


bour as thy ſ{elf:for the loue of thy neigh- 


bour, worketh no euill. Therefore, the. 


Apoſtle faith: Owe _— to any man,but 
that ye loue together. Thele wordes being 
oblerued,ye fulfil the whole law.*There 
fore this loue one to another,is euerdebt 
and ſhould ever bee payde. For will the 
Prince & Superiour do his duetie tothe 
ſubieR: and the ſubieR his duetie to the 
Superiour , there would bee nodiſobe- 
dience, The miniſter of the word to the 
auditour, and flocke committed to his 
care:The auditour to the miniſter ofthe 
worde,there would be no diuifion inthe 
Church, The fatherand motherto the 
children,and the children tothe parents, 
there would bee no diſhonouring, The 
lordto the ſeruant,and the ſeruanttothe 
lord, there would bee no contempt ,nor 
trouble in the common weale. And fo 
would we all looke vp6 Chriſt;ourhead, 


Rong. 


TLoue 1s | 
cucr debe bo | 


Men ſhuld 

ſecke 

noknow- 
bur 


it which is - 


profitable. 57 4[eftate of man ts conteined, withm one 
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and be ruled with his word, and ſeek no 
other way beſide it, nor mixtthe cjuill 
or politicke eſtate, with the word of god 
bur cuery one to ſerue in the owne rowm 
and place: the ſhould there be no queſti- 
on of politick works : norno other works 
of any law, to be mixt with faith : which 
uſtifierh onely before god,as itis before 
written: bur every faithful perſon ſhould 
bythe word of god know their own vo- 
cation, & diligently exerciſe them ther- 
intill , And ſeeke no further knowledee, 
nor wiſedome,but that, that is needfull 
tothemtoknow, And that with meek- 
nefſe and ſobernes, euer working the 
works of god, which ar the fruits of faith 
to the honour of god , and profite of our 


neighbour, | 
THE XXV,CHAP, 


of theſe four ſpeciall vocations . (pes 
2 Theoffices of princes nagiſtrats & ma- 
3 Wherefore indges are called the ſonnes 
of God, wherefore , and in what caſe 
they ſhonldbe obeyed. 
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T'? the more perfite knowledge and 
ynderſtanding of ourſpeciall vocati 
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The diuj- 


fion of the 


eſtaics of 


ons:in the which we ſhouid walk,accor- *" 


ding to the word of god: and gift of the 
holy ſpirite, we will deuide all the eſtate 
of man,in four offices dignities,or ſpeci 
all vocations: (thatis to Fay)In the office 
ofa prince : vnder whom we comprehed 
all kind of man , having generall admi- 
nitration in the comon weale, oriuriſ- 
diction of others, In the office ofthe ad- 
miniſtration of the word of god, vnder 
whom we comprehend all powereccle» 
fraſticall , In the father & mother: vnder 
whom , wee wil coprehend al houſhol- 
ders,hauing ſpecial families. And in the 
ſubie or {eruad,vnder whom we wilcs 
prehed al eſtate of men,ſubie& to other. 

If thou be called tothe office, eſtate, 
or dignitie of a king , prince, or any ſu- 
preme power, having iuriſdiftion of 
people in the civil ordinance : Conſider 


thy eſtate, and knowthce perfitelyto be ,,,_..... 


the creature of god, equal to the pooreſt ofkinges , 


ofthy kingdom, or dominis,his brother 


and ma- 


giſtrates, 


—_ EI is nem, —— 
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by creation and naturall ſucceſſion of 
efdam:and of nature arebellto god : the 
{onne of wrath,and Ire as hee was, as the 
Apoſt.ſaith, Epheſ;the 2. Chap. And the 
innocent bloud of Chriſt,ſhed for thy re- 
demption,as for him: and thou called by 
faith,and borne of newe by baptiſme in 
his bloud, the ſonne of god by adoption, 
and madefellow heire with Chriſt ofthe 
kingdome of heauen without reſpe of 
perſons(the ſonne of fauour and grace.) 
Theking Therefore the pooreſt & moſt vile with- 


love his inthy iuriſdiction,is thy brother, whome 


| Gubiets. thou ſhouldſtnordiſ] piſe,nor contemne, 


but loue him as thy ſelf. This is thy debt, 
and duetie, becauſe it is the commande- 
ment of god, whome thou ſhould loue 
pz, And feare : for that js the beginning of 
Plat. 110: Wiſdome(as Solomon ſaith) The right way 
"doman to rulein thy offices to knowe God:*of whom 
od,but thou ca hawe no knowledge , but by his word 
by his and lawe , whiche teacheth thee, what thou 
ſnouldeſt doe and leans vndone accoramg to 

thy vocation. 
Andasto thy princely eſtate and dig- 


nitie, 
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nitie, and office, thou art Fatnerto all 
thy kingdome, Their heade in place of 
god,to rule,gouerne, and keep them,vp=» 
on whome thou ſhouldelt take no lefle 
care,then the carnall father taketh vpon 
the beſt beloued ſ6ne,gorte of his body. 
For they are giuen by god to thee, in go- 
uernement:Therefore thou ſhouldeft be The king 
ginto knowe the will of thy god, & rake __ 
the booke of his law;in thy had: read vp6 Hom , 
it, which teacheth thee ,the will of gad. _ ſmack 
It ſhould neuer paſle forth of thy harte, 
nor.depart fr6 thy mouth,day and j9-a 
bauing thy meditation thereinto , that | 
thou mayelt keepe all which is written Slow | 
| 
| 


therein , then ſhaltthou dire thy waye, Iu 
and hauc knowledge & vnderſtiding of 

the ſame. This being done,thou ſhalt ger 
the bleſſing, ofthe which ſpeaketh Das. py, 
(laying) Bleſſed u the man, which deliteth 

wn the lawe of the Lordr, and hath his meds- 
ration thereinto, day and night, Then al ke 

at God wiſedome, and ynderſtandinge 

( which is the knowledge of liis a6dfy 
will)and a harte that may receaueteach- 


Q 


Tacol. 


P/al1g. 


Init. 


210 THE CONFESSION 

ing, that thou mayſt iudge thy people,& 
decerne betwixt good & euil, as thou art | 
raught £4 the example of S/omon: For it | 
thou lacke wiſedome, afſke the ſame at 
god,who giueth aboiidantly. And doubt 
not,for he that doubteth in his faith,ſhall 
obteine nothing from god.Cofidenot in 
thy own wiſdome:For god maketh wiſe- 
men,blind:which are wile in their owne 


conceate:his witneſſing is faithful, which 


piuethwitedome to. young babes : That 
1s,to ſimple hartes, bearing them ſelues 
lowly and humbly before god : not wy 
ſuming in their owne wittes, For there 
isno place to wiſedome in the proude 
breſt,as ſaith So/omen : For god reſifteth 
the proude , but to rhe meeke and hum- 
ble,hee giueth grace . Themightic and 
-proude,hee caſterh downe oftheir ſcate, 
and exalteth the humble and lowlie in 
harte, as teſtifieth the Song of the plo- 
rious virgine Marie, | 

Therefore humblic, and lowly ſubmit 
x: 06-0 inthe handes of thy God, and 
take thought ofhim, bcing oy x 

is 
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his word. Beginne at him, and ſet forth 
the true and perfite worſhipping of god, , 
in thy Kingdome, Reſtore .< true, ſhould 
ure, and ſyncere Chriſtian religion, a- Og 
bolidb,deſttoye, and put downe all falſe and ge. * 
worſhippinges,and ſuperſtitions contra- {i70y he 
rictoche worde of god : and not com- ligion | 
manded therein, according to the exam- el, nn 
ple ofthe noble Kinges of /uda, Ezechi- dome. 
« and Joſfias, as rhou mayelt reade the 
fourth booke of the kinges ,the 18. and 
23. Chapter, This is thy vocation,in the 
which thou ſhouldeſt walke:and orderly 
proceed in guiding of thy people,as thou 
art taught by the worde of god: and de- Dexe.iy 
cline not therefrom , neither to the righe 
hand,nor to the left, but the kingly way, 
teached thee in the holie ſcriptures, 
Toyou, which are princes, Iudges,and 
ſuperiour powers , vyponearth, perteine 
wiſedome, knowledge, vnderitading,8 
learning,that ye may iultly & truely ex- 
erciſe the office, and charge comitred to 
your care by God, Therefore , Da- 
wid tabioerich you(ſaying) vnderſtand,& 7/ats. 


Q_ y 
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know(o ye kings)and be learned,O yee, 

which judge theearth' : And ferue the 

lordin feare and rcuer&ce, and retoyce in 

B34 him with trimbling, [This is your wiſe- 
dome and ynderſtanding , taught you in 

the law of god. For the godly man need- 

eth not to {ecke wiſedome , but in the 
ſcriptures of God, where hee ſhall finde, 

how he ſhall behaue him,both to god & 
"24 #* man,inproſperitic,& aduerſitic,in peace, 
wy. and watre:*Therefore,to ſeeke wildome 
ja gods any other waye,it is nothing bur fooliſh- 
ſcriprurt, nes before god. Sithens yec are the mini- 
nc«s ersof God ynto good : created and or- 
6.1 deinedby him, asthe Apolt. ſaith, Roms. 
- = the x3.Chap., It becommeth you of your 
office to guide,and rule your ſubieCtes,in 

all goodnefle, and ſweetnes, not ſecking 

__ from themtheirlandes, or goodes : bur 
Zachy, ſecke righteous tudgement:help the op- 
67; preſſed:;iudgerighteouſly the people and 
Eſay.z. Widowes cauſe, Iuſtifie the needfull, hit- 
7/40: ble, & poore, as teacheth youthe ſcrip- 
tures of god. Defend them fromthe iniu- 

ries and oppreſſions of the wicked : And 

| being 
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being vniuſtly purſued,in iudgement ab- 

ſolue them, Take from them your duety x,oq. 24. 
and no more:haue no reſpe& ofperſons, 

nor take no bribes orrewardes,the which ea 
blinde the eyes of the wiſe : and per. 
uerte the wordes of the iuſt, Thele two. 
thinges(thatis to ſay) reſpeR of perſons 

& rewards, peruerte all rightcous iudge- 

ments. The firſt comprehendeth in it the 

feare & reuerence of great, mighty rich 
m&,loue of frends,fauour of kinne,or afh- 

nitie, contempt of the poore , humble, 

& ſober perſons, mercy of the wicked,8 
gilty,perill ofthy own life,tinſell, orlofle 
offame , and lofle of goodes, or worldly 
honours, The ſecond 7that is rewards ) 
comprehendeth init, lucre,profite,hope, 
and all that infinite and inſatiable goulfe 
of auarice, Therefore, /ethro coilſelled 
Moyſes,to provide (for adminiſtration of 
Tuftice, and good order in the Ciuill po- 
licie)wiſe men which feared god,8& were 
true, hated & deteſted auarice, the which 
1s the roote, and beginning of all euill, 
And ſolcarne, yea aboue all thingeso 


Qui 


Exod.18. 


To.10, : 


panrin 
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deteſt auarice , vaine glorie,and particu« 
lar aftetion of perſons, if yee will walke 


. rightinthe Chriſtia religion, according 


to your yocation, 

Your eſtate and office is great, & not 
to bee contemned: but of all men to bee 
praiſed, and commended, of your ſub- 


—_— iectes feared , reuerenced, and alſo lo- 
honoured Ued*becaule yee are as it were gods: and 
becaulc 
they are 
partici- 


ſo calledin the ſcripture, by reals of par- 
ticipation of the power of /god commit- 


tedvnto you,wholſe iudgements ye excr- 


Glick god. ciſe: and called the ſonnes of God, as 


Daxid ſaith , Ihaue aide, yee are gods, 
and {onnes of the molt higheſt : thatis, 
for the excellent dignity of your office, 
I haue called you my ſonns.Neuecrtheles 


knowyour ſelues to be but men : and for 


to ſuffer death,as other men doth: andin 
like maner as princes of earthly king- 
domes,ortyrants , which haue theruling 
of comms weales,as ye haue, Therefore, 


beiuſt,& righteous, exerciling your ſelfe 


in all godlynes, according to your voca= 


tion:bcing ſurc,yce ſhall ſhortly die, and 


glue 
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giueaccompt andreakonin : of your ad- 
miniltration. For ye are but fleſh, and all 
fleſh is but graſſe,and all che glory of the 
ſame,as it werethe floure of the htield:the x/y.,0. 
rafſe is withered, and che floure falleth, P41. 
- the word of god remaineth for ener; *** 
Therefore, know Chriſt to be your king, 
ruler, guider,& goucrnour, who ſhall rule 
you with an Ironrod, and breake you a- 
ſunder,as it were a clay pot, or veſlell of 
fragill earth, If ye wil not vnderſtand the 
will and comandement of god, his Ire & 
wrath ſhall rule aboue your heade, at all 
times, Theſe ſharpe threarninges,are 
ſhowen you in the ſcriptures, Eſaye the 
firſt, ercrzie the fifch Chap: Dauidin the 
2.and 81,Pſal. And Zachariethe 7.chap, 
where yee are taught the chiefe pointes 
of your office, and workes which yee are F 
bound to do:for negleRing ofthe which tall iud- 
vndoone , yee ſhalbee accuſed before 855 be 
god. But neuerfor negleQing of pilgri- & where. 
mages , offering to Images , praying to 
Saintes, founding of maſles,and abbayes 
of monkes and friers, making of Images, 
Q ij 
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belles, _—_ Jandother ſuch yaine ſu- 
perſticions,becauſe the ſame -are not co- 
mandedyouto do,butrather the contra- 
rie. This dareI afhirme,becaus gods word 
affirmeth the ſame, . 
Yee ſhould be pure, andcleane of life, 
without crime, becauſe ye are depute by 
*Aindpe god, and ordeined to the puniſhment of 
of corrup- crimes, * Howe can yeec iudge iultly, 
edie.c2 being corrupted, A theef ſhall neuer pu- 
miniſter Niſh thefr,' An oppreſſour,miſlayer,adul- 
17" terer,a falſe Lyer,a diſhonourer of father 
and mother,a diſobeyer of his ſuperiour, 
a couetous or auaritious man , a blaſphe- 
mer of the,name of God, ſhall neuer pu- 
niſh theſe crimes in others: Therfore,the 
{criptures of God teache you to abſteine 
»<0p;ea, fromall ſuch vices and crimes. For in you 
follow Which ar greatmeE, & haue the care of 0+ 
me vices thers;* your crimes and fſinnes are notſo 
ſuperiour much to be lamented 1n you, as the euill 
mage example your ſubicRs take thereof, And 
therethrough follow you in the ſame and 
othercrimes, heaping ſin vps finne: euer 
till god of his righteous iudgement take 
yen= 
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Kos apes (yea) and cauſe another as 
edas yee are,puniſh you,as yee may 


. reade of the puniſhment of the people of 


Iſraell,by the ope ennemies of god* and * God c6.- 
manifeſt Idolaters, becauſe they neglec- 
redrhelawe of God asteſtifie the whole 


monly. 
puniſ hed 
t 


he wic= 


hiſtories of the kings,8 Iudges of 1/rael, ke by 


and luda, 


And the greateſt puniſhmet, i 


more % 
$s (ent by ar iy 


god,for doing of the molt excellerwor 


afterthe iudgement of mi, becaus it was 
not commanded by god*for nothing fr6 


which are 


Ter.y. 
Marke 


the beginning of the worlde hath euer diligently. 


Oo 


bene ſo difpleaſantinthe fight of god, as 


to inuentany maner of worſhipping of 


him,which he hath not commanded, For , xe,..s 


this cauſe king Sau/! was eieRted,and all 
his poſteritie loſt,and fell from the king- 
dome. Inthe which example, yee ſhall 
conſider that the workes wrought by 
King Saul! , were right excellent in the 
fghrot man, and allo done by him of a 
good intent, and fora good cauſe hee 


offered ſacrifice, for feare that the peo- . 


ple ſhould not paſle fro 


m him, hee being 


Q y 


# 
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then prepared for battell againſt the en- 
nemies __ He did ſhow the deede of 
mercy,in ſauing ofthe life ofan aged and 
' Impotent King : And forthe loue hee 
had tothe worſhipping of god, aſſented 
to the people, and keeptthe fatteſt be= 
ſtiall,moſt precious cloathing,and iewels 
of cold & filuer,to offer the ſame to god 
in aſacrifice, Was this not a goodzeale, 
andintention?bur ye may read the great 
puniſhment which god Jaide ypon him, 
which ſhal remaine for an example in all 


ages to come, 


THE XXUILI. CHAP. 

1 -Theoffice of a biſhop. 

23 Biſhoppes ſhould not mixt them with 
worldly matters, 

3 Tf the flockeperiſh, their blond ſhalbe 

required of the biſhop. 

4 Biſhops ſhould exhort their flock go fre- 
quent the reading of the ſcripture. 

5 Biſhoppes can ave no geod worker , 


without they preach the word of 
God, 
| 6 The 
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6 Thepwniſhement of biſhops , which lea« 
we that undone which God comaaeth, 
and atrende vpon their owne ſuper ſti 
tions. 
F thou bee called,tothe office of a bi- x 
Jowpsr minilter of the worde of god, 
preachthe pure and [yncere worde,to - 
the flocke committed to thy charge: 
Counſell,and confort the weake and £ - 
ble: Miniſter the ſacramentes in their 
due forme,according tothe word of god, 
'Exceede not the boundes of thy voca- 
tion, but walke thereinto, conforme to 
the ordinance of the holy ſpirite, taught 
theein the two Epiſtles of Saint Paull, 
written to the firſt biſhop , thathe made, 
called Tamothew: Andto another, called 
Tir#s.There,thou ſhalr finde the workes, 
which thou art boundto doe : and what 
is thy office , ſpecially, inthe firſt to Tam. 
the 3. Chapter:and to Tits the x, Chap. 
There is nothing left vnexpreſled, that is 
neceſſary to thee to work,in che ſcripturs 
of god, Thou art commanded to be a 
mirrour , or example to thy flocke, in 
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teaching ofthe word, in good life, and 

honeſt converſation:in loue and charitic 

Infaith,and chaſtitie:euerexerciſing thy 

-., felfeinreading,exhorting,and dis 

= thewhich ifthou doe,thou ſhall ſaue thy 
ſelfe and others, | 

3 _ Thou ſhould not:meddle thee, with 

2Tim.2 ſecular affares , or buſines, for that is not 

thy vocation : followthe example ofthe 

LTms, 'Apoſtlesinallryghteouſnefle and godly 

| living: in faith, loue, pacience, mecknes 

& {weetnes,as thou art taught. If yee wil 

remember dayly, ypon the office yee are 

called to whichare bilhoperee ſhal find 

you to haue a great charge and worketo 

doe: and not, a great dignitic or Lorde- 

ſhippe. But alace, now yee take thought 

ofthe lordſhippe, digaitie,rent,and pro- 

fire: and looke neuer to the worke yee 

ſhould doe: the cauſe thereof, is the ne- 

pleRing of your vocation , The which if 

yee will vnderſtandperfitely, yee would 

- 'not omit the charge ,and comandemenr 

giuentoyou by god, and inuent vaine 


luperſtitious workes not commanded. 
The 


| 
| 
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The principall work yee ſhould doe, is 

ro preach & teach: which yee neuer doe, | 
becauſe ye can not,and to excuſe you, ye 
haue as (yee ſay ) others to whom yee 
commit the cauſe and charge. Yee are 
blinde & know no thing:They to whom 
yee commit the charge, knowas litle or 
lefſe.So periſh the ron people,in igno- 
rance, [0 yee are blinde, andleaders of 
the blinde : and therefore both fall in 
the myre.* Neuerthelefſe the bloud of 
the ſhalbe required at your hands, as the 
Prophete /eremie ſaycththe 23 chapter 
And Ezech. the 34, chapter, the which I 
pray you reade: for there yee ſhall ſee 7 


The 


clearely your deeds laid before you, with bloud of 


: the flocke 
ſore threatnings, ſhed 


Yee ſhould not onely your ſelues, c6- tor faulc 


tinualliereade, and teache the ſcripturs, ky God, | 


butalſo yee ſhould comidthe flocke in parry 
your charge to ſecke their ſpiritual food fc bi. 
inthe ſame,” This was the order in the Pope: 4 
church of Chriſt inthe beginning. The ,*** 
miniſter of the worde, to teache, and 7 


preache, andthe auditors co reade, That 


A222 THE CONFESSION 


etherby they might take the teaching the 
better, as the 7 heſſalonian;did at the pre- 
ching ofthe Apolt. as ye may reade and 
cofider in the Aces of the Apoſt.the 1 7, 
| chapter. And Chriſt reacheth vs ro ſearch 
the ſcriptures, for they beare witneſſe of 
him, And FS. P. ſayeth:All chinges which 
ar. written : they ar written toourlear- 
ning,that through patience, and conſo- 
lation of Scriptures, we may haue _ 
(that is) of eternall life . The which is the 
marke whereat ſhoote al the faichfull:for 
in the Scriptures of God, all things are 
conteined neceflarie forour ſaluation, 
Alace, thinke yee not ſhame ( which ar 
\ bound & obliſhed, ynder the paine of e- 
ternall damnation, toteache your flocke 
this maner of doctrine)to inhibit and for 
bid them to looke vpon the ſcripture,ci- 
ther to heare, or reade them, Thisis 
farre differer from the order of the apoſt, 
yea, and of the holy fathers ofthe church 
og time after:as appeareth clearly by the 
teaching of Chriſoſt. api vpo the 1, 
chap. of $. Math. the 2,8 5, hom. my 
c 


- 
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he with a greatlamC©tatis, reproueth the Faenef | 
' ſecularme, & houſholders, which alled- (7/4 || 
ged the reading & teaching of ſcripturs l 
perteined not tothe, Exhorting themto 
giue attEdance to the ſcripturs,thatthey 
mighr inſtru@ there families, and houſes 
hold, how they ſhould lwe, according to 
the order of theſcripture,& as becometh 
chriſtians:bur by the c6trarie,yee would 
that none of your flocke, or auditors | 
ore know the, leſt your mildeeds wer | 
elpyed. 

T e feeding of your flocke the attedice Ef won 
and care yeeſhould rake therevpon is fo preache 
neceſlary, that withourthe doing there. "»ciehe | 
of, yee can doe no good works atall ac- good 
cording to your vocation, which can M3 
pleaſe god, becauſe in neeleRting ofthis god. 
yee neple& faith : out of the which all 
good workes ſhould ſpring; So ſhould , 
all your good workes, follow faith, And 
this - mrs point of your yocatio isthe 
cauſe that $, P, departing from Ephe.to 
Jern.called befor him the miniſters ofthe 


wordin the cogregati:certificing thehe 


= 
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would notreturne againe in-bodily pre- 


ſence: and therefore hee left to them this 


legacie, ſaying: Attend, andtake heede 
vnto your {elues, and to the whole fiock, 
inthe which the holy ſpirit hath put you, 
biſhoppesto guide, andrule the Church 
of god:the which he hath redeamed with 
his bloud , For I knowe after my depar- 
ting,there ſhall enter in amongſt you,ra» 
uening wolues,which ſhall not ſpare the 
flocke. And of your ſelues,there ſhall riſe 
men,ſpeaking wickednes, that they may 
leade diſciples to follow them.* There- 
fore bee diligent and vigilant, keepingin 
memorie, that by the ſpace of thre years, 
Iceaſed not day and night, with teares, 
and weeping,warning and admonifhing 
euery one of you,&c. 

Ifthe Apoſtle had knowen any better 


| workor more excellent,to haue bene left 


in memorie or legacie to the miniſters of 
the word, he would (no doubt) haue ex» 
prefled the ſame:And eueſo,s.P.in his r. 
Ep.the5.Chap.exhorteth you to fced the 


flocke of Chrilt,comirted to your charge: 
Euen 
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Euen as Chriſt ſaid to him thriſe :feede 

my ſheep. So ſayeth he to you, feede the 

flocke comitted to you,euery one within 

his boundes,according to your vocation 

This foode is the word of god,and wo be -M 
to you, which doe not the ſame, becauſe On 
it is your vocation, For the Apoſt, Jaith, cterne da 
Wo be to me if I preach not the Euangel x5 Wig 
&c.for the negleing of this good work _ 
vndone, yee ſhalbe accuſed before god: ' A 
but not for the negle&ing ofthe other 
vaine ſuperſtitious workes , inuented by 
man:but ratheryee wilbe accuſcd for the 
doing of them. And it wilbe ſaid vnto 

you, Wherefore haue yee left the com- 
mand of god yndone,for your ſtatuts and 
traditions, 

Yee ſhould teache everie eſtate of 

man , howthey ſhould behaue them in 
their converſation. The poore to the rich 

& the riche tothe poore : the ſeruauntto 
the maiſter , and the maiſter to his ſer- 
uaund, And giue your lelues forch,for an 
example, in deed, to be followed, as yee 


areteached by the Apoſt, and play not 
R 
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r.Timeth s the tyrant,or the lord, vpon the inferiour 
Tu. miniſters and eſtates ofthe Church : But 
from the bottome of your harte,bee as it 
were a forme, orrule to the flocke, as S, 
Per.teached you in the firſt Epiftle,the 5. 
Chap. Labour continually in your voca- 
tion,as the good knights of Chriſt, being 
Fm ready (if neede require) to ſuffer death , 
for the flocke: reſiſting the yofaithfull, 
and chewing prophane and worldly 
8 _ triffles, as yee are taught by the Apolt. If 
| ye will attend ypon theſe workes,which 


7 | aregood,taught and commanded youto 
' _ - doe,as the fruits of faith: ye ſhould finde 
| your ſelues ſo wel occupyedin the ſcrip- 
| ture, thatthere ſhalbe no place found,to 
your yaine ſuperſtitions aboue written , 
which are not commanded by God nor 
his word, Fer in the vſing ofthem,ye do 
that, which is not commanded you ,and 
leaue that vndone, which is comaunded, 
Melech.z, For this cauſe god ſuffereth you to be 
contemned and caſt off, becauſe ye haue 


left him,he hath lefr you:and will puniſh 
59.1. youafterthe ſame maner, as ye hauefin- 


ned: 


— 
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ned, Forthe cotempt of god, & neglec- ,.xee., 
ting of his worde, Hely the chiefe Frie(t 3-Reg-3+ 
was depoſed , and all his poſteritie of the 
prieſthood, His ſonnes killedin batcell, _ 
the arke of god pur inthe handes of his Tia 
ennemies: And the people alſo heauely 
tormented,as teſtifieth the hiſtorie, 

The holy King Daxid, for the ſlaugh- 
ter of Vrias, and adultery of Bath-ſheba: 
the ſonne of his owne body , defiled his 
daughter, The one ſonne ſlew the other, 
andallodefiled his wiucs,and concubins 
in publike preſence ofthe people, and y- 
ſurped the crowne of his realme, as yee 
may read the ſecond booke of the kings, ,_.. 
the 13.15. 16,and 18, Chapter, * This aiſhmenn 
example of Damid pertcineth aſwell to * Pas 
you,as to princes,and to all eſtates of the nethts 
world,that they may learne notto finne, PPP 
Andif they fall in finne, that they diſ- toprin- 
pairenot, but turne torepentance, and ** 
come vnrto god, whoſe will is that all bee 

lafe, and come to the knows- 
ledge of the yeritie, 
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THE XXVILI. CHAP, 


T1 Theoffice of the fathers tothe ſonner x 
Houſholders to their families and 
of Huſbanaesto their wifes. 

2 Wheat hinde of men were cho/ento bee 
biſhops , in the prmmatine Charch. 


*% 


x I} F thou bee an houſholder, rule, and 
vid thy familie,and houſhold,bring 
vp thy childern in all godlynefle, and 
honeſtie,exercifing thy {clfe in thy occue 
pation faithfully, and truely, without de- 


in word, or deece:loue thy wife , even as 

. ,, Chriſt hath loued the Church, For thou 
Bs, . artdebtbounde to love thy wife, euen as 
thy owne Pook- There is no man which 

1! | hated or deteſted his own body, but nou- 
- , riſheth & feederh the ſame, as Chriſt the 
Church, for we are members of his body, 

| of his fleſh, and his bones:for that 2xaſt, 
if man ſhall leaue father and mother, and 
| cleaue vnto hiswife,&theyſhalbetwoin 
"| - "2.P#.3- onefleſh.And inlike maner thou womi, 
I be ſubic&ro thy huſband,as if it were " 
$ 7 NC 


ceate or fraude to thy neighbour, either . 


- mandement of god. 
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che lord:for the man is thy head, euen as 
Chriſt 1s che head of the congregation, 
And as the church is ſubiect to chrilt,cueE 
ſo be thou ſubiectro tl;y hul band, in all 
lawtull things. This is your vocari61n the 
which ye ſhould walke,according tothe 
commandeinent giuen to you,by the Ap. 
Epheſithe 5. Chap.and Coloſcthe third, In 
theſe wordes : Lec euery man loue his 
wife,as himſelkAnd let the woman feare 


and dread the huſband), this is the com- 


If ye{meE and women) woldtake care 
ypon your vocation, how honourable the 
eſtate of the ſame is, and what yee ought 
euery one vnto another, there were none 
of you, who would commit adulterie, or 
defile your owne bodies , nor defraude 
one another,of their duety and right. For 
thou man, haſt not power of thy owne 
body,butthe woman: Northou woman 
haſt not powerof thy owne bodie, but 
the Re wt hat is neither of you, 


that ſhould giue your bodies to other me "0-7. 


or wome,nor abſtra& one from another, 
R ij 
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that mutuall loue which yee are commi- 
dedto haue together, This doing, ye cx- 
erciſe the good work of god.Be not out- 
rageous northraward ypon the woman, 
bur teach her with meckenes,and ſweet- 
nefle, forbearing her ſomewhat , as the 
weakelt veſlell, Andthou woman,pre= 
tend no dominion ypon thy Huſbande, 
but obey him as thy lord,taking example 
of the chedibnce , of that noble woman 
Sarai.If ye wold keep this order,andrule 
in your own vocation;there would beno 
ſtrife berwixtyou, bur all godlines and 
loue.No mi would cotemne or diſdaine 
his wife:nor no woman her huſ band:but 
wy one loue other,as their own body, 
& take care one for another, in all things, 

Thoumia ſhould dayly & hourely ex- 
erciſe the,according to thy vocatis, And 
labour diligently,for ſuſtentation of thy 
wife,children,& familie, That thou mayit 
miniſter vnto chem their neceflaries:forif 


amantake nothought of his owne , and 
ſpecially of his houſhold and familie,hee 


Ks. hathdenyedthe faith,and is worſethEan 
| infidele, 


OF FAITH. 212 


infidele, Suffer not thy children, nor ſer- 
uantsto be idle : but ſe euer thatthey bee 
occupied in ſome good & vertueous oc-, 
cupatis, Forthat is the right way tokeep 
them from vice and finne, becauſe idle- 
nes is the beginning of all euill. Teach the 
the law of god:vſe all things with diſcre» 
tion,and prouoke not your childre to an- 
ger,burt bring them vp in goodreaching, 
diſcipline, andcorreQion, & in the eru» 


dition of the Lorde, Giue ynto your ſer- cobg:3:4 
uants that thing which is iuſt andrighe, #%6 + 


What yee promiſle , paye them : know- 
ing well,that ye haue a Lord in heauen, 

And thou wami,exerciſe thee in nou- 
riſhing , and vp bringing of. thy children 
inruling all thinges wichin thy houſe , as 
thou haſt comandement of thy huſ band, 
take care vpon his direction,as thy head, 
andtranſgrefle not his commandement: 
for that isthe will of God. Imeane not 
of euill, but of all goodnefle: becauſe 1 
ſpeake of the fruites of faith, and wor- 
kes of righteouſneſſe: yee are all bound 
to doo the workes , whiche God- hath 
R iy 
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co:nmanded you to do, in his holy ſcrip= 
ture , of mercy,loue jan charitie:by rea« 
{on of your yocation in che chriſtian re- 
ligion: And theſe other workes in your 
ſpeciall vocation, In doing of che which, 
thin-.cthat ye do the good work of god: 
and pleaſe him, if yee worke them in 
faith (albeit, Hypoctrices c>mmend not 
the ſame)Beeing occupied on this ma- 
ner daylie, there ſhall bee no place to 
vice, for your minde is occupied vpon 0- 


* therbulines, 


Itis but Idlenes to you, to paſſ: in pi 
grimage ,tothis orthat Sainte , ro fir the 

alfe of the daye inthe Church, babling 
ypon a pare ofbeaded peaking ro ſtocks 
or (tones, the thing which neither thou, 


nor they knowe, And negleRtcth the 


. good workeof God , the which chou art 


ound todoe.* If thou wilt praye right, 
learnethe Lordes prayer, inthe toung, 
thou vnderftanderh. Thy Creede,that is 


, the articles of thy belecue: the ten Com= 


mandements of god. And dayly atthy ry- 
ſing,and downlying at night, haue ſome 
| ſpace 


OF FAITH, 273 


ſpace,to thy contemplatis thereinto:and 

teache thy houſholde the ſame maner. 

And occupie the reſt, as is before ſaide, . 

according totl.y vocation:not exceeding 

the bounds thereof,nor ſeeking no other 

workes, but them which are commane 

dedin che holy ſcriptures, And are ne» 

ceſlarie to be done, as is written to 7 #8 

the 3, Chap, Let the fairhfull whichare 

of our nomber,bee euer ready,and learne 

to doe good workes to all neceſlary vies, 

that they bee not vnfruitefull, For the +. 

faichfull can never bee idle, becauſe vn- «x16 wn, 

fained faith, worketh euer by Charitie,* faithles 

Bur they which knowe not their owne bw M 

vocation, can neuer bee faithfull.There- workes. 

forethey can neuer worke good workes, *'* 

but all is euill, whatſoeuer thing they do 

or worke, without faich becaus all which 

isnor of faith,is finne, Therefore, if thou 

wilt worke well,be fairhfull,and looke e» 

uerto thy vocation. And thou ſhalrfinde 

thy conllience , teaching thee (both) to 

do gond,and eſchevw euill,at all times. 
Ye ſhould be pure and cleanein your 
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conuerſation , for good example giuing 
toyour Children and familie, For as they 
ſeeyoudoe,ſo ſhall theylearne:And are 
euer rather inclined to do euill,the good, 
by reaſon of this corrupted nature of mi x 
herefore teach them toloue and feare 


rhe life 


" ofthefa- God,to know hislawe, being euer your 


Per ;. felues an exampletothem:Andas itwere 
cleane be- a mirrour to looke into, in all godly life 


_ and conuerſation.For if they behold you 


tothe Jiuing together (in great loue and chari= 


tie,chaſtitie,and temperance,being mer=- 

cifull tothe poore, ſupporting the indi- 
ps the quantitie of your riches,at 
: Joue,& charitie, with your neighbour,c- 
uer ſpeaking good ofall creaturs,detrac- 
ting none ) they ſhall followe the ſame 
doings,by the which ye ſhalbe called the 
the faithfull fellowſhip of Ieſus Chriſt:8 
true ſubiects of his realme. Your vocatis 
is good & holy,andit becommeth you to 
know the ſcriptures:For in the primariue 
church,* the biſhops were choſs comon« 
ly forth of your n6ber, A godly & honeſt 


houſholder,who liued in chaſt matrimo- 
nic, 
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nie,ruled,and guided, his houſhold wells 
brought vp his children in ſubieRion, & 
reuercce,in all manerof godly teachings, 
Hee hauing this outward witneſſing, is 
commanded by the Apott, to be choſen , 7;u,. 
to the office of a bſhop. When this or= 
der was keptinthe church of Chriſt, the 
worde of god flouriſhed, 

Therefore, woe be to you, which ſaye 
that laickes,or ſecular men,and houſhol- 
ders,ſhould not know the ſcripturs, read 
them , orteach their houſhold che ſames 
yeeimpungthe holy ſpirite: and diſho- 
nour the olde Fathers of the Church, 
which taught the contrarie, as by exam- 
ple of Chriſoſfome , before rehearſed:itis ye 
euen alike to you to ſay : temporall or ſe- diligently, 
cular men,ſhould not heare the worde of 
god:read & teach their families the ſame, pae.s, 
as to ſay: they haue not a ſoule', for the Mah 4 
word of 90d, is the foode ofthe ſoule: & 
if = will abſtra& the foode,without the 
which the ſoule mult periſh : yee ſhall 


"make man as a brutiſhe beaſte, And 


if yee will admit them to heare the word, 
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yce ſhould admit them to read the ſame, 


| and calke thereypon : for what auaileth 


the hearing, if a man ſhould not con- 
ceaue, and keepe in memorie thatthing, 
which he heareth : and liue thereafter, 
For Chriſt ſayeth,Bleſſed are they which 
heare the wordof god, and keepe the 
ſame, * The oft reading of the word,and 
comunication thereof, keepeth the ſame 
euer recent in memorie,and digeſteth in 


thy hart, by continuall meditation, ſome 


confort and conſolation:and abſtracteth 
thee from vice , andſinne, legdeth and 
cotiuoyeth thee to all godlie living, 
Therefore Daxid calleth chat man bleſ. 
ſed, which deliteth in the lawe of God, 
and hath his meditation therein day and 
night, 

.Wo, wo,be vnto you therefore, which 
would abſtra& this bleſſing from any 
man or woinan, the which God pro« 
nounceth with his mouth. Theſe doings 
of yours beare witneſſe of you: thatye ar 


| notthe miniſters ofthe word of God, or 


true ſucceſſors ofthe Apoſiles , bur falle 
teachers 
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teachers, fubuerters of the word, and 
very Antichriſts, Wherfore,I exhort you 
whiche are the faithfull, whatſoever 
eſtate or vocation yee be calledto, that 
yee both gladly heare the word of God, 
reade it, teache your children , family,8 
ſubieRs che ſame, & confor me your life 
thereto ,cuer working the deedes of cha. 
ritie, and mercy,in all godlineſſe, accor- 
ding to your vocation,and giuenocredit | 

to them , which teacheth you the cone 
trarie, for they are falſe teachers , and 
members ofthe Deuil, which withdraw 
you from that thing , whichis yourtale 
uation. | 


THE XXUIIFT: CHAP. 

1 The ductie of the maiſter unto the ſer« 
uant, and contrary, 

2 Of the ſubie,to 6 prince, 

3 Ofthe ſome, to the father, 

4 The honour which the ſomes ought to 
the parents, 

$ The dineliſh dofirme of peſtilent papiſti< 

callpreiſtszn the contrarie thereof. 
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frhou be a ſubieR, ſeruaunt, ſonne or 

| EO obedietto thy ſupcriour: 
firſt ynto thy prince, asthe ſupreame 
power : andtoeuery one hauing power 
om him, for they are the mini{lers of 
God, whom thou fhouldeſt obey, & not 
refiſt:ordeined by godto the revenge of 
euill doers, and louing of the good doers 
whichis the will of god, as yee artaught 
Romanes the 13. chapter.And the firlt of 
Peterthe 2,chapter , Yourduetie is to 
honour al men,loue brotherly fellowſhip 
feare god ,& honourthe king:be obedi- 
ent to' him, not onely for feare and 
dreadour of his ire : but alſofor _oying 


" of your conſcience, becauſe it isthe ,wi 


of God, in allthinges not repungning 
to his command, Giue to thy prince 
and ſuperiour his duetic : or what cuer 
he chargeth thee with,concerning tem= 
porall riches : inquire not the cauſe, for 
that perteineth not to thy vocation, - 
Hee is thy head, whom thou ſhould 
obey. Trangreſſe not his Lawes. Benot 
areucngerof thy owne cauſe, Forthatis 


aſmuch 
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aſmuch as to vſurpe his office. Sothou 
walkeſt not aright in thy vocation. 

Looke notto his 4x He or vices, butto 
thy owne: diſobey him not, howbeithe 
bee cuill, and doe the wrong(which be= 
cometh him not of his oconmded not 
thereat, but pray for him, and commit 
thy cauſe to god, Be not a perturberof 
the common weale , but live with thy 
neighbour at reſt, and quietneſle , euery 
one ſupporting others, as members of 
one body: forgiuing pladly and freely, 
one an other: Ifthere be any complaine 
amongeſt you, euen asthe Lorde hath 
forgiuen you: Be ſweete, meeke,bening 
humble, and patient, one with another: 
as it becommeth the ſaintes, and wel- 
beloued of god : hauing compaſſion one 
of another , Aboue all theſe haue loue, 
and charitie , which is the bond of per= 
fetion, For charitie coupleth toge- 
gether many members in one body, This 
are yee taught by the Apoſile Coloſſ. 
the 3. chap, andin other places before 
rehearſed, 


Sau _- a - . 
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Here yee finde aboundance of works, 
commanded you to doe by God: & nee- 
de to ſ{ceke no others. There is none 
Which can work theſe good workes but 
the faithfull . From doing of the which, 
the faithfull and iultifed man can not 
ceaſe: but euer worketh 2s he finderh 
occaſion, according to his vocation: hee 
looketh euer to his owne faults, and 
ſinns,& not to his neighbours,* But if he 
The faith. PETCEAUE any fault or viie in his neighs« 
fulllame: bourkee lamente:h the ſame, and con» 
| Gdered, greater vices,to be in him ſelfe, 
And therefore hath compaſhon of his 
neighbour:and neither blaſphemeth bak 
biceth, or diſhonoreth him , but counſel. 
leth and conforteth hium,as his owne bo- 
dy of brotherly loue and affeQtion. 
| | Yee children,obey your parents, with 
4 oreat humilitie, loue, feare, and honour 
_ 508 them,for thatis the command of God:& 
i the firſt which hath promis(as concer- 
ning thy nejghbour) that it may be well 
tothe , & thatthouliue long vpon earth, 
i This obediece , & honour confiſterh not 
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in wordes onely , nor in ſalutations; but 
alſo in miniſtring all thinges neceſlarie 
ynto them, Rementgng as they mini( 
tred ynto you,in your tender, feeble, and 
poore youthheade . Eucn ſo doyce to 
them: intheir feeble, impotent , & poore 
2gc.*Negleting this good work yndone 
yee can doe no good worke, that can 
pleaſe God, There isno colour of godli- 
nes mayexculc you fro this good worke, 
Howbeit your wicked aud yngodly pa- 
ftors, haue taught you to found a foule 
maſſe: with your ſubſtance , and (uffer. 
father and mother to begge their breade 
This is a deuiliſh doQtine to conuert the 
good: worke of god into Idolatry. The 
Scribes and Pharifies their forefathers 
taught the ſame, asteſtific the wordes of 
Ch riſt, ' | 
: Yee ſeruauntes obey, your carnall 
Lords,and maiſters,with feare and trim- 
 bling,with fimpleneſſe ofhart,as it were 
ynto Chriſt, notin eyes ſeruice, as it wer 
to-pleaſe men : but as ſeruants of Chriſt: 
doingthe will of God, notonely tothe 
$ 


- me 
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which are good, and well inſtructed in 


maners, bur alſo tothe wicked and'enill. 
Whar euer yee doe workethe ſame with 
your harre,as it were'to the lord;and not 
to man : knowing ſurely ye ſhallreceaue 
fromthe lord the reward of the heritage, 
Therefore ſcruc the Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
Benort Hatterers, nor lyers, backbiters, 
noxrdetracters :{erue not your maiſters 
onely in their prefence;butalſoin'their 
abſcnce:' without deceart or difſimularis. 
Take thought of the thinges gwen you 
incharge;and obey their will, euen as to 
God , who lookethypon your'inward 
mindes. Pretend 'not to be equall-with 
our Lord , 'or maiſter, becauſe yeeare 
ottvofone Chriſtian religion: butſerue 
himthe better : haue loue ; and charitie, 
with your equall felloweſeruantes, as all 
>! tie of one body :exerciſing you in 
all good workes, according to your yo- 
cation'inthe Chriftianrehgion, 
Now yee ſce that we whichprofeſſe 
therrue faith of Teſus Chriſt, and aſcri- 
beth the juſtification ofman before god, 


———— Az 2 
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onely to faith, withoutall workes merits, 
or defſcruinges, on our parte:thatweare 
not the deltroyeres of good workes : 
bur the mainteiners , defenders, and 
foorthſetrers of the ſame: as the: fruites 
of faith: as I haue beforc at lenghe 
ſhowed. i, 
Therefore I exhort you-(which blaſ= 
pheme vs, ſaying , we would deftroy all 
ood workes, becauſe we affirme with 
the ſcriptures of god faith onely to iuſti- 
he before god )to remord your conſci- 
ence, and reade* the Scriptures with an 
humble harr and ſpirit, which ſhall teach 
you the right way, by the grace of the 
oly ſpirit, who willlead you in all ve- 
ritie, And then I doubt not, but yee 
ſhall aggrie with vs, and contemne, and 
deſpiſc, the vaine ſuperſtitious workes, 
not commaunded in the Scripture: but 
inuented of mans vyaine c6ceate ( as we 
doe), And altogether as it becommeth 
the faithfull members of Ieſus Chriſt: 
worke the workes of God whichare 
A Jy 
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commanded ys in his holy ſcriptures » 
Euery one according to his vocation, 
proceeding of Joue, turth ofa cleane & 
pure hart, ofa good conſcience, andof 
faith vnfained, which worketh by chari- 
tie, tothe profice ns neighbour + 
 andgloric of god, Ny Bs rf 


be all praiſe, honour 
and glory for 
cucrand 


TO THE READER: 


Fit pleaſe thee, good reader, of theſe ple- 
[: ſam floures among ſt the whic __ a7 

walzed at large, againto take a taſte , or 
ſrnling T hou ſhalt read theſe ſhort abbre- 
wiations ſubſequent . Exhortin wer , that. 
where any 0b[curitis appeareth , that thow 
make recourſe vnto the preceeding places, 
where enery thing u manifeſtly expreſſed. 
Thou ſhale doe _ if ris 1p WA 
pray that Lord oncly, to whom the harueft 
ata that it would pleaſe hi m ſend 
true workementhereto: To t aa "2 
tion, of his owne glorie before his congre= 
ow » by leſuu Chriſt: whoſe ommipotent 
 ſptrice, ſatiate the harts of them which 


thirft ryghteonſaeſſe, 
amen, 


THE SOMMARIE OF |, 
the firſt Chap. "ig 


Vr whole ſtudy ſhould be to adhear 
ynto god: rining to himin the time 
of tribulation(as doeth the wild hart ;in 
the birning heate,to the could riuer)with 
ſure hope of deljuerance by him allone, 
Notinquiring his name, .That is the ma- 


ner,how hee ſhall deliver ys. 


The [ommarie of the ſecond 
Chapter. _ 


whom we ſhould ſecke in his ſcrip- 
= tures:and receaue him, as he is offe-= 
redto ysthereinto:thatis,a defeder, 
PO rouge and father, inquiring no 
her ſpeculation of him. For Philip 


B Y faith havewe knowledge of god, 


, defiring to ſee the Father : Anſweared 


Chriſt, ho hath ſeene mee, heth ſcene the 
Father. Meaning that the loue, goodnes, 
and mercy , which God the Father bea- 
reth ynto mankinde: hee had expreſſed 
in doctrine,and workes,And alſo ſhould 
ſhowa molt fingulartoken of louc, gi- 

wing 


« as. . - to 


THIS BOCKE, 


wing his owne life for his Ennemies.. 
And' therefore would all men come'to 
him,to whome the Father bath giuenall 


power. 


The 4anidy oſthe third * 
cg hapt EY» 


Ribulations' are orofirable: x to the 
faithfull : for thereby the ftrentghiof 
the fleſh ſomewhat is dantoned, ind CECa- 
ſeth torebell againſt the ſpirit: And be- 
Soneth rolecke pod, whois a peculiar 
ather tothe faithfull : : deliueringthem 
from all tribulations + Not for their wor-. 
thyneſſe, but for his own mercie, World- 
ly-tribulations are the figne and token 
of gods loue, albeit, the wicked 'and = 
faithfull iudge otherwiſe, whichin 
of tribulation runne from God, ſee "a 
help at'man (which is bur vaine)where- 
of: being fruſtrate,and UUIP 0” 2rh5 


indc peritjon, 


The done? of the fuarth 
| Chapter, 


- m «© " 


S ij 
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He faithfull chanke god in tribu- 
"# lation, and albeit our wicked na- 


ture, teacheth vs to flye from God,: 
as did our firſt parent Adam, after. 


his tranſgreſſion: Yet faith in Ieſus Chriſt 
leadeth vs, tothe throne of our Fathers 
grace,where we finde goodnes,mercy,& 
tuſtice, giuento vs freely by Icſus Chriſt, 
as they were giuento eAdam, Who al- 
beir,fled from god:yethe moued of loue; 
toward his own handywork, followed 
him:and albeit, 444m arthe voice of god, 
repented not, butobſtinately excuſed his 
finne: yet god madeto himthe promiſle 
of ſaluation, before hee pronouncedhis 
wrath cotrary finne (which ofhisrighte- 
ous iudgement hee muſt puniſh,) And 
{o Adam wrought nothing which might 


moue god to make thispromiſſe: more . 


then hee wroughtthatot-duſt ,and clay, 
heeſhould be made aliuing Creature,ts 
the Image and fimilitude ,of god. ' And 
to Abrahams, being an Idolater , was 
made the promiſle, hee ſhould be the fa- 
ther of many nations (which hee mw 
__ not 
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| fot ) to whiche promiſle Abraham gi- 

uing credite , was reakoned iuft, by the 

which it is plaine,that the mercy of rod, 
and not our workes,is the cauſe,that hee 
callerh vs by his worde, whereto wee gi- 
uing credite, arereakoned iuſt : all our 
deſeruinges or merites,being excluded. - | 


The Sommanie of the 5.( hapter. 
\ Dam.,cxpelled forth of paradiſe, 


had'no conſolation, exceptin the 

bleſſed ſecede promifſed.By whom 
hee beleceued him ro ſtande in gods fa- 
uour, for all bodily conſolation which 
hee had of his two Sonnes, was turned 
in dolour:when Cam killed Abell, In the 
which dolour, Adam many yeares re» 
mained , will God hauing compaſſion 
vpo him, gaue him another ſonne,named 
Seth : of whome deſcended the bleſſed 


ſeede.For this ſonne, Adam gaue thankes 
vnto- god, taking all afflictions in pa- 
tience, knowing Fim worthie of greater 


puniſhmet,by whoſe example we ſhould 
patiently(with thankeſgiuing vnto'god) 
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ſuffer all tribulatis, Fornone deſcending \ 


of Ada, by naturall propagatis,are iuſter 
then hee was after his fall : which all his 
life , ſuffered trouble,hauing no conforr, 
but that he ſhould ouercome all world- 


lycalamitie ( oo ,andalſo theſlightes of 


Sathan, which had deceaued him)by the 
blefſed ſeede promiſſed. And this Hoe 
ſhould be ourconfort in all tribulations, 


The ſommanrie of the 6. Chap. 
TY Y bodily afflictions our faith is try- 
B ed,as gold by the fire, They are alſo 
a communion with the paſſions of 
Teſus Chriſt, And therefore inthem haue 
we matterand cauſe toreioyce: confide- 
ring we ſ{ufter without cauſe, committed 
contrarie man, Notwithſtading the wic- 
ked perſecute the faithfull, in all ages, as 


if they had beene miſchicuous or ecuill 
doers, as may be ſeene inthe perſecution 
ofthe prophets, Apoſt, & of leſus Chrilt 


himſelf, The cauſc hereof is the neglect- 
ing of gods word : and taking from faith 


her duc office, whereof riſeth all diſhou- 
| ring 
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ring of god:for none may or can honour 
o0d,cxcept the iuſtified man. And albeit, 
indiuerſe men, there be diuerſe opinions 
of iultification:yet they alone,in whome 
the holy ſpirit worketh true faith (which 
neuer wanteth good workes) are iuſt be- 
fore god, The ſubſtance of wſtification 
is,to cleaue faſt vnto god, by Ieſus chriſt, 
and not by our ſclfe, nor yet by our wor- 
kes. And this Article of iuſtification 
ſhould be holden inrecent memorie, be- 
cauſe without the knowledge thereof,no 
workes are pleaſant before God. 


The ſommarie of the ſe- 
winth Chap. 

S by perſwaſion of Sathan, Adam 
Au Exe ſeeking wiſedome, con- 
trarie Gods commendemet, were 
deceaued, and fell in extreame miſerie. 
So they ſeeking iuſtification otherwiſe, 
then teach the Scriptures,remaine ynder 
the wrath of god:for faith alone reconci- 
liateth man to god :. which the Lawe 
whole office js onely to vtter finne, and 
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trouble the conſcience(as it did tro Adew 
after his tranſgrefſion ) may nor doc. 
. Therefore who liſt co refiſt Sathan, ler 
him cleaue to faith ? for it is the onely 
ſhield, which his dartes may norpearſe. 


The ſonemary of the eight chapter, 
(rs a wicked hipocrit, killed his bro- 
Lther 4bell, For no other cauſe, but 
- that his brothers ſacrifice pleaſed god, 
becauſe it was' offered into faith . And 
the poſteritic of Caiv purſued perpetu- 
ally them which depeded ypon the ble(- 
ſed. ſecede: while god was compelled to 
drown the whole dld;8.perfoncbein o 
'reſcrued, amongſt whom yer was keept 
theſecdof Sathan, inthe third ſonne of 
Noe, Cham. From the dayes of Noego 
Abrahamrthis 119 +0 ore alto- 
gether was obſcured, Idolatry ſpreddin 
ogy The cauſe rn wan they 
followed the exrernal works ofthe holy 
fathers in ſacrifice: buthad no reſpeRto 
faith, withoutthe which all facrifices af 
Idolarrie, 


The 
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The ſommarie of the ninth 
Chapter. | 
NJ Od ofhis mercy prouidingthathis 
Church houldine periſh altoge- 
ther:renewed to Abrahamithe pro- 
miſſe of the bleſſed ſeede,made to' Aaon: 
whereto Abraham giuing credit,is with- 
out his workes reakoned 1uſt. But ſhortly 
after begi ſathi newly to purſue the juſt, 
by his mebers, ſtirring yp /ſmael againſi 
I weil againſt /acob, butthe iuſt, at 
the'end,ſhall preuaile, as hath done Ieſus 
Chriſt, whoſe brethre we ar,by reaſon he 
is yery man of the ſced of Adam. And al- 
ſobecauſe in him wee are adopted, and 
made the ſonnes of god. The fleſhly 
ma is cuer deceaued, iudging the wicked 
to bee the choſen, as Abraham belecued 
Iſmael And Iſaac belecued Eſan,to hatie 
beene their heires. Bur faith iudged righ- 
teouſly, which cauſed Rebecca'to labour 
with diligence, that Jacob the youngeſt 
ſonne ſhould be bleſſed by his father. 


The ſonnnary of the 10.Chap, 


The 
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T HeTewes hauing acarnall opinis 


of the ſeedepromiſled ( that their 

Meſſias ſhould rule temporally, as 

did Daxid:) refuſed Icſus Chriſt; 
appearingiimple & poore. But the cauſe 
which moued Sathito ftirre vp his mem- 
bers againſt Chriſt was , that hee plainly 
taught, that by faith without all workes, 
man is reakoned juſt, Forthe wicked 
thinking to make their fooliſhe workes a 
part of their iuſtificatis: may neuer ſuffer 
them to bee damned. And the true 
Preacher canneuer, but'exclude them 
from the iuſtification of man :-as didthe 
prophetes, Teſus Chriſt himſelfe, and his 
Apoftles,, for which they ſuffered death: 
leauing tovs aſureteſtimonie,for confir- 
mation of this article, which after Chriſts 
death wasplainly preached. 


The ſommarie of the 11, 
- * Chapter. 
0 Athan perceauing his crafts, where+ 


"A with hee deceaued mankinde , diſ- 
couered;and his head troden "_ 
Y 


C "FF o 
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by the death of Chriſt, cled himin anew 
arrayement, And finding them , whiche 
4 ſhould haue truely preached, idle:per- 
ſwaded man to inuent new works, by the 
which they ſhould ſeeke iuſtificatis, nee 
gleRing true faith, Whiche peſtilenr 
workes ſo hath aboliſhed the effe& of 
erfite faith : that they"which are called 
iſhops,vnderſiand nothing thereof, but 


; 


purſue-all them,which truely preache or 


defende the ſame, by the which they 
ſhowe them ſelues the Church malig- 
nant, For the choſen neuer purſue, bur 
euer is purſued, | 


The ſommuric of the rwelfth 
Chapt ers 


- 


VRicein generall , isan outward obe= 
Pere or honeſtie , which a man may 

_ of his owne power. - And 
is deuided in the juſtice of man, thatis; 
which cometh of the law,which mamas 
keth:Andin the iuſtice of the lawofgod. 
The iuſtice ofman is devided in politick, 


traditions commande oy 
S 


Avda 21 bebo - EY - 
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and Ceremoniall, Politicke juſtice is: an 
obedience, which the inferiour eſtate gi- 
ueth to their ſuperiour: which ſhould be 
keept, becauſe jtisthe command of God 
that princes be obeyed. Ceremoniall 
juſtice is: the obſeruing of ſtatutes and 
the Biſhope 
ofRome, counſels, or Shoolemaiſters, 
which ar tobe keept, ſothat they repung 
notto the law of god:nor yet that by the, 
men ſceke rendibeg of finns , Thejuſtice 
ofthe Law of God is, tofulfillthe ſame 
as it requireth:thar is,to loue, feare;ſerue, 
and honour god, with all thy harte, and 
Rrenghe thereof, Which beckule no 


_ creature in earth'doeth : there is noman 


juſtified, by the workes of the Law,forin 


| all man (leſus Chriſt excepted) is found 


ſinne: as proue the examples of {by «+ 


' bam, /1 onſes, Noe, and vthers moſt holie 


fathers, in whom all finne was found. 
For by the tranſgreſſion of eAdam,all bis 
poſteritie became rebels to the Lawe: 
And are compelled to pray with Daxid: 
Enter not in judgement with thy ſer. 
uaunc 
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(O Lord ) for in thy ſight no liuing crea- 
eure ſhalbe found iuſt, 


| The ſommary of the xiy chap, 
Ein bf a9 Cohn cs th iuſt, 
by the law,nor workes thereof, of ne- 
ceſitie muſt we ſeekethe iuſtice of an- 
other (that is of Icſus Chriſt ) which the 
law may not accuſe:In whom if we be» 
leeue wear receauedin the fauour ofgod 
accepted as iuſt without our merits or de 
ſeruinges,, But here obieReſthe wicked 
(4 their vſe is, when any thing tranſcen» 
eth their capacitie in vnderſianding ) 
theſe queſtiones , Firſt wherefore gaue 
God the Law: if man may not fulfillthe 
ſame?Sec6dly,wherefore thuld we work 
ood works, ſeing by them we are not 
made iuſt ?thirdly whereby were the fa- 
thers made iuſt? 
The ſommnary of the 1.4. Chap. 
FE Or bet ern of hs firſt queſti 


on,man ſhouldlearne to know god 
as hee is declared in the Scripture; 
That isto knowhim creator and maker 
p | 
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ofall : which alſo made all his creatures 
intheir firſt creation good, and perfite, 
whonor onely gaue alaw to man:but al- 
ſotothe reſt of his creatures: asto beaſts, 
Sunne, Moone, ſea, and elements. That 
thereby he might be glorified, & knowE 
Lord. And ſo to man hee gaue a Lawe, 
to the effet he ſhould know his maker, 
and obcy him, Which Law when Adm 
tranſpreſſed, he loſt his perfeRion , and 
righteouſneſle. And ſothecauſe, why 
ma may not fulfil the law,is: that the Jaw 
remaineth in the owne perfeion:in the 
which it was firſt created by god:but mi 
by his diſobedience,and fooliſhneſle,fell 
from lisperfeRtis, Andtherefore ſhould 
he accuſe him ſelfe, and not god, thathe 
may Po fulfill che law ; which . perfite, 
The "_ the 1 5. Chap* 

| ny ,Aa kts rand grel110n re 
main alitle ofthatknowledge, and 

ower ,with the which he was indews- 
ed by god : & from him it deſcEdedinhis 
poſteritie: whereby man may worke the 
outward workes of the Lawe, Butthe 
| whole 
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whole obedience thereto, giuethno mi, 
For theſe wordes proue all man (Teſus 
Chriſt excepted)to be ſinners by the law: 
Ofrhe deedes of the law, ſhall no fleſhe 
be iuſtified before god . Which wordes 
Sophiſtes would aboliſh, ſaying , Paul 
ſpeaketh of the Ceremoniall law, and 
not of the morall,,or law ofnature : but 
the plaine wordes of Paul, prouethem 
to belyers, He ſayeth; The lawſpeaketh 
to all which are ynder the Law , Andall 
men is ynder the law morall. Andthere- 
fore Paul! ſpeaketh of the lawe morall 
which condemneth al man, Icſus Chriſt 
excepted, | 
The ſo nnarie of the 16 Chap. 

Ty e iuſtice which is acceptable bee 
' 4 fore god, hath diverſe names : firſt ic 
1s called the iuſtice of god, becaus ir pro= 
ceedeth onely ofthe mercy of god:lec6d 
lyit is called the iuſtice of faith : becauſe 

aithistheinſtrumet, whereby we appre= 
hed the mercy of god. Andlaſt itis called 
juſtice, becaus by faith in chriſt,ir is giuE 
vsfreely without our deſeruings:bur cus 

| A 
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a5 the dry earth receaueth the raine, but 
all deſeruinges ofthe ſelf: So receaue we 
the juſtice, which is of value before god, 
without all our workes : but yet we muſt 
ſuffer god to worke in vs. And this iuſtice 
1s plainly revealed in the cuigel, frs faith 
co faith, That is, wee ſhould continue in 
this faith all our life, Forthe iuſt live b 
faith; euertrulting toobreine that whic 
18. promiſled, wkiche is cternall life, pro- 
miſſed toys by Icſus Chriſt, 


The ſommarie of the 17.Chap. 

'T He faith of the fathers before Chriſts 
comming inthe fleſh, and ours inthe 
new teſtament:was andis one thing. For 
they beleeued them to Rande in the fa- 
uour of god: by reaſon of that promiſſed 
ſeede', Which wasto come , whome wee 
belecue, is come already, and hath ful- 
filled all which was ſpoken ofhim,in the 
law, and prophets.By this faith were the 
fathers made fafe without all their works 
as teſtifieth Peter, And where our aduer- 
faries afke them, whatauailed workes ? 
| Wee 
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We anſwere, that works are an outward 
teſtimony to faith, by which only man,is 
firſt made iuſt:& rtherafter his works pleas 
God, becauſe the perſone is acceptable, 
And ſo,no godly man forbiddeth good 
workes:but of neceſlitie , muſt they bee 
excluded from the juſtification of mans, 
For Paxlſaith, if iuſtice bee of the lawe, 
Chriſts death isin yaine, For albeit, iu- 
ſice ſometime be aſcribeth to man ; that 
is not, becauſe ir proceedeth of man:but 
becauſc it is giuento man, freely by god: 
like as our faith, is called the Firth of Ieſus 
Chriſt,becauſe by him we are repute iult: 
for he is-made to vs from god, wiledome, 
iuſtice,holynes,and redemption, Ando 
all the ſcripture teſtifieth, vs to bee made 
juſt "Lariy 2 the mercy of God, thatall 
glory may be giu&to him. And therefore, 
who maked workes a part of theirowne 
tuſtification,ſpoile rl. of his gloric, 


The ſommarie of the 18.Chap. © * 


OD loueth ys, becauſe wee are his 


own handywork,created vnto good 
T ij 
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works in chriſtIeſus,In whom we remai- 
ne,as branches inthe wine roote, brin- 
ging forth good fruites, not of our owne 
renght:butofthe power ofthe ſpirite,of 
Jeſus chriſt remaining in vs,by true faith: 
which works the law may not codemne, 
becausthey are the works of Ieſus chriſt, 
and not ours, And ſo the glorie of 
works is excluded bythe lay of faith. For | 
in our iuſtification,wee onely receauc,as 
did our Father Abraham { whoſe ſonnes 
wee are by faith ) which was reakoned 
iuſt, before he wrought any good works. 
The veritie ofthe ſcripture proucth, that 
the heritage commeth not by the lawe : 
forby he law J/nechand Eſan,the eldeſt 
ſonnes ſhould haue ſucceededto the he- 
ritage:and not aac & [acob,which were 
'yonger. And ſobythe promis commeth 
the heritage,and notby the lawe.For the 
law euer accuſeth, 8 craueth more of vs, 
the wear able to pay, And therfore dam. = 
nation abydeth vs, without we apprehEd 
Jeſus Chriſt , which payeth for vs, that 
whichthe lawe requireth; For hee alone 
taketh 
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Aketh away the finnes ofthe world, Hee 
called all to him ſelf,and ſendeth noneto 
the law,to ſeek iultificatis. And therfore, 
who ſeeketh any parte thereof by. their 
workes,ſpoile Chrilt of his office. 


The ſommary of the 19.Chap, 

S the good tree bexre good 

AA fears ſo the iuſt man worketh 
 ® pood workes : but neicher ma- 
keth the fruite the tree good : nor yetthe 
workes the man iuſt: for as the tree is be- 
fore the fruite:ſo the mi is iuſt before the 
worke be good, We ſhould worke good 
workes,becaus wee being ſometime the 
ſonnes of gods wrath, and ſubie&s to ſa- 
than, are [pant by the blood of Ielus ' 
Chriſt, to ſerue in his kingdome : in the 
which ruled faith, hope,and charitie,cuer 
working righteouſnes ynto life, By the 
c6trarie inthe kingdome of the deuill,ru- 
le incredulitie, diſpaire, and enuy,cuer 
working ynrighteouſnes, And ſo we owe 
obedience lm whoſe ſeruants we ar, 


"There be divers princes,realmes,ſubieRs 
and rewardes , no man can ſerueboth, 


T iii 


s 
R eq x 


A-BRIEFE SOMMARIE 


nor of both the rewardes , no man ſhall 


be participant; but who ſerueth ſinnezre- 
ceaueth eternall death for hisreward or” 
who ſerueth righteouſnes, receaueth life 


cucrlaſting,by Icſus Chriſt, 
The ſommarie of the 20, Chap. 


7 Orkes are commended in the 

VV fipu: notthat they iuſtifie 
\« before God, bur that they are 

the fruites of aiuſtified man, wroughtto 
reſtifie his true faith, Which onely iuſti- 
fiech without workes,cither preceeding, 
or following the ſame, And that proueth 
Paxl(({aying) without faith,it is impolſt- 
 bletopleale god, Andallo, all which is 
not of faith, is ſin:whereofit is plaine,that 
{ophiſtes alledging that workes precec- 
ding faith, deſerue, the grace of god, De 
Cengruo: ſay aſmuch asfin deſerueth the 
e of god: for all workes preceeding 
aich,is finne, And that workes following 
faith, iuſtifiethnot,, teſtifieth the ſame 
Ap.ſa _p__ of the works of righteouſ« 


nes, which we haue wrought,ſhall we be 
ſafe, 


ceeding, nor following faith, iuſtifie, _ 
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Fafe , butacordingto his mercy god hath 


made vs ſafe, And ſo neither works pre 


The ſommary of the 21 chap. 

H x wicked by works of their own 
intention, would be a part of their 

owne ſaluation:becauſethay ſeek 

their own glorie (a did the Scribs 

and Pharifies Jand not the glory of God. 
But ſeing the works commanded'by god 
done withoutfaith, to .deſerue, encifion 
of finnes,are abominationbefore god,as 
reſtifieth Eſay : whatſhalbe of the yaine 
workes of man, {et yp without the com- 
mad of god:by which hypocrites would 
be madeiuſt. Andifwe ſhould confeſſe 
(as commandeth Ieſus Chriſt ) when we 
haue done all: yet wee are but ynprofita« 
ble ſeruauntes:where is the merite of the 
workes of ſupererogation : which hypo- 
crites would ſell roothers: And if Pawl 
which hadright excellent works, eſtee- 


med themal, to be bur filthineſle, that he 


might winne Chriſt,and be found in him 


F-v 
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not hauing his owne iuſtice, which is of 
the lawe : but the iuſtice which is of the 
faith of Ieſus Chrifi:If Paul(I ſay)ſought 
noiuſtice in his own works, howſhal we 
(whoſe workes are on no maner equall, 
tothe workes of Paxl!) be iuſtified theres 
by: And therefore with the ſcripturs and 
Apoſtles we coclude , that by faith onely 
in Chriſt, we ar made juſt, without all law 
-or workes, And afterman be made iuſt 
by faith,and poſleſſethTeſus Chriſt in his 
hart, then can he not bee idle. For with 
rrue faith, is alſo giuen the holie ſpirite: 
which ſuffereth not man to bee idle, but 
moueth him to al godly exerciſe of good 
workes, Leads 


T he ſommarie of the 22.Chap. 
+A Fer the article ofiuſtification, chri- 
ſtians ſhould bee inſtruted todoe 
ood works: not theſe which are inueted 
y mi, but which are comanded by god: 
pe ym the principallis,to reioyce 
in tribulation: giuing thankes to god, in 


ri 
In py Wmnpaene, 
Je 


| mercy of god,to be wes Ir notto 


| q (4 
OF THIS BOOKE, © 


abyding his deliuerance : knowing that 
thelife of manis a perpetuall batcell yp6 
earth;Thelawof te meEbers cuer rebel- 
ling againſtthe law of the mind. The law 
of the members, wee call the tyrannie of 
the deuill , euer drawing vs tothe luſtes 
ofthe fleſh,not onely in externall works, 
but alſoin the inwarde affeRions ofthe 
minde: asto doubt of the goodnefle and- 


loue, andfeare him,with our whole hage. 

The law of the minde or of the ſpirite is: 
the motion of the holie ghoſt, ſtirring vs 
yp to all iuſtice,and righteouſnes: which 
we know to bee So? , and yet finde no 
powerin our ſelfe,to performe the ſame, 
And this battell is moſt yehementin the 
moſt holy,as witneſſeth Pax/, And there- 
fore to kill this outwarde man, which is 
our wit, reaſon,and will, we ſhould offer 
ourbodies ynto god ina yo , lively, 
and holy ſacrifice : but before this ſacri- 
fice bee pleaſant togod, muſt the minde 
( which is the Fountaine of all good 
workes ) bee renewed with the ſpirite 
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of god, and made cleane: whichis, when 

we caſt from ys our wiſedome,righteoul- 
nes,holynes, and redemptio,andreceaue 
the ſame from Ieſus Chriſt, Some there 
is, which put their whole truſt in their 
own works, thinking thereby to obteine 
the eternall glorie. And theſe men go be= 
fore Chriſt, and are called Antichriftes, 
Others there is , which thinke faith nor 
{ufficient:but will haue their workes ioy- 
neg to helpe Chriſt : and theſe goe a(tray 
rom him, For none of theſe two kindnes 
ſuffereth Ieſus Chriſt death:but for them 
onely which follow him, laying all their 
fianes ypon his backe. 


The Sommzarie of the 27. (hap. 


He fooliſhreaſon ofman, perſwadeth 
ys,to leaue the workes commanded 
by god: Andto ſet yp workes of our own 
inuention, thinking Godto bee pleaſcd 
therewith, becaus they are done of good 
zealc, and intention, The ſcriptures of 
God ſhoweth allthe thoughtes and co- 


gitations of man, to be cuillatall time. 
And 


y—_—_—_ 
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Andif ſo bee,what is our good intentis ? 
But whether the intent of man bee good, 


' ornot, the fruites proceeding therefrom, 


ſhall teſtifie, For as ſometime in 1/raell a- 
bounded all Idolatrie (they hauing gods, 
according to the multitude of their Cie- 
ties ) So nowe amongſt them whichare 
called Chriſtians, are ſet vp,carued Ima- 


, ges , defended, adorned, and worſhip. 


ped, contrarie the exprefſle comman- 
deentof God, The bleſſed ſacrament 
of Chriſts body and bloud,abuſed , and 
nedpliyed lire them.And all this and 
much more abomination proceedeth frs 
that zeale,which wee call good, But how 
good that euerit appeare in our ſight the 
adhearers thereto ſhall receauc ; 0: 200s 


ledition of God. 
The ſommary of the 24. chapter. 


O better works can be, then lohx 
the baptiſt raught to the people: 
which are the workes of mercy, 


and to dehift from fraude,iniurie,and ops 
preſſion, And theſe workes (andnotthe 


#5. 


A(BRIEFE SOMMARITE 


vaine inuentions of man)paſtours ſhould - 
teach theirflocks : inſtruQting the firſt,in 
pertne faith. For Icſus chriſt(being aſked 
ythe /ewes what they ſhuld do,thatthey 
might worke the workes of god: that is, 
that they might pleaſe god) anſwered: 
This is the worke of God, that yee be- 


| leeuve in him whome he hath ſent, By the 


which words,our maiſter ynderſtandeth, 
that without faith , whiche is the worke 
of god,and not of man, no worke plca- 


ſcth god. 

The yoke of Chriſt is eafic, and his 
burden is lightto the faithfull, becauſe 
they lay all ks finns vps6 Chriſts backe, 
ag; follow him ,cucry man in his owne 
yocatio. There is two maner of yocatios, - 
one immediate by god, asthe prophetes, 
and Apoſtleswere called,to be preachers 


Without authoritie of mi. Another is me- 


diate,as when one mi called another: As 
Paxllcalled Timoth. & Tit, tobe biſhops, 
There is a generall yocatio , by which all 
the choſen are called toa Chriſtian re- 
ligion, Hauing one lorde, one a one 

| ap= 
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baptiſme: In this votation, there is no 
diberence of perſons , butall are equally 
loued by god: becaus we arall the ſonns 
of one cher, & al boght with one price, 
all ſeruaunts to one lord, all guided with 
one ſpirite, all tending to one end, and 
ſhall all be participant of one heritage, 
thatis, the life eternall by Tefus Chriſt, by 
whom we are all made prieſts, and gs 
bur let no mi herefore, vſurpe the autho 


ritie ofa king in dignitie:northe office of _ 


a prieſt in adminiſtratio of gods word,8& 
ſacraments : forthat perteintch toa PCe 
ciall yocation, 


The ſommary of the 25, Chap. 


| A Il eſtate of man,is conteined with. 


in one of theſe four ſpecial vocatie 

ons, cither is he prince,or ſubieRs 
paſtor, or one of the Hocke: father, or 
ſonne:: lord,or ſeruaunt: Inthe prince is 
conteined all magiſtrats, having Jutiſ- 
diction ina comounweall . Whoſe du 
is,firſt co know god,and his lawe,whic 


bath placed them in that authoritic, 


4 
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Secondly to guide,feed,and'defend their 


- ſubicds: knowing themſelues to be no 


betterof theirnature, then 1s the pooreſt 
intheirrealme.Thirdlyto defend the iuſt 
and puniſh the wicked , but reſpeR of 
perſons, Honng their harts __ es 
cleane and pure from all auarice, hos 
are called the ſonnes of God, and ſhould 
be obeyedin all things, notrepungning 
tothe comand of god, becauſe they ar or 
deined &placed by god: to ani vice 
& mainteine vertue , and therefore their 
ewne life ſhould be pure and cleane:firſt 
becauſe otherwiſe they can not puniſh 
finne:and ſecondly,becauſe the wicked- 
neſſe ofprinces,prouokeththeir ſubieRs 
tothe Imitation thereof, And therefore 
the life of princes ſhuld be pure & cleane 
as a mirrour totheir | ubjcs:and ſhould 


admitre into their kingdomes, no wor- 


ſhipping of god: except that which is 
Sed rihe 25 ME god be= 
ing commoued by Idolatry:and ſtrange 
peoumaL.pr Joon deſtroyed many king 
domes,as all prophecyings aa; 
c 
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The ſommaricof thetwenty - 


fſext Chapter, | 
T AE principall office -of a » Biſhop 


is,to prezchethe true Euangell of 

leſus Chriſt, knowing that-1fthe 
flocks periſhe, the bloud halberequired 
at his hands, And that hee neglecting 
the preaching of the Euangell, isno bi- 
ſhop, nor can doe no-workepleaſantbe- 
fore god. And therefcre no biſhopſhould 
mixt him ſelfe with temporall orſeculer 
bufines : for that iscontrarie his yocati6: 
but continually ſhould preache,reade;,& 
exhort his flocke, to ſeeke their ſpiricuall 
foode inthe Scriptures . And ſothety- 
rarites intheſe dayes, forbidding mento 
teade the Scriptures,declare them ſelues, 
wolues, andno paſtors:whom godfſhall 
ſhortly puniſh ( becauſe they hauecon» 


termned his command:atrending altoge= 
ther vpon their own vaine ſuperſtitions) 
as he 1d Hey, and his two ſonnesvnder | 
law:andthe whole prictthood after Jdetus 

Chriſt, 1540 
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The ſormury of the twentie | 
 ewint chap, 


H« office ofthe Father(ynder whom 
is. .comprehended: all houſholders ) 
isro:rule ; and guide his children, family 
and ſeruaunts, inall godlinefſſe ang ho- 
neftie: infiructingtheminthe Law,and 


wordof God , For hoveſt houſholders, 


whotliued in chaſte matrimonie,ruled,8 
puided: their houſholdes well ; nuriſhed 
. xr children inthe feate and reucrence 
of God: were choſen.to be Biſhoppes in 
the Primitive chutch.,' And therefore 
they arc blaſphemaus to the holy ſpirit: 
whichiohibir' the -Laickes (ſoſtyle, they 
thechoſen of God) learning, teading 8 
teaching ofthe holy Scriptures, wherin 
is conteinedthe foode of the ſoulerwher- 
of Antichriſtes willingto depgivetbem, 
wouldalſo kill the.foule. -- For rhe ſoule 
without gods worde,bath,nor may haue 
no life. The office of the huſband is, to 
loug;anddefend/his wife , giuing to her 
onely his body. The office ofthe wigs 

c 
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likewiſe toloue , and obey her huſband, 
vſurping no dominjon ouer him, And 
the office-of them both is, to inſtruct 
their.children in gods Law : cuer giuing 
to them,example of good life:and hold. 
ding,thern at godly occupations ,labou- 
ring#lſo.them {elues faithfully, forſuſten 
tation of their families, - 


T he ſommarie of the 28 C nap. 


H = office and duetieofthe Lordis, to 

pay vnto his ſeruaunts, the rewarde 

romiſed. And the office ofthe ſeruaunt 
15,faithfullyto worke, and{abour, to the. 
profite and vuilitie of his lord,bue fraude 
or Gmulation, as hee weuld-ſcrue Jeſus 
Chriſt. The office of the fubictis,too- 
bey his prince, and rulers placed by him: 
piuing varothem, honour, cuſtome, and 
tribure,nor requiring the cauſe, why they 
receaue the ſame: forthart perteineth not 
tothe vocation of a ſubieR, ' The office 
ofthe ſonne is, tolouc, feare, and ho- 
nour his parents, Which honour ſtan= 


dethnotin words only,butin miniſtring 
V ij 
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lary vnto them, which 
77-0 the father and 
mother, hee can doe od worke be. 
fore god. And therefore devilifh doors 
arethey,whichteach men to foundſoule + 

maſles of their ſubſtance: ſuffe. 
_ - ring fatherandmother,,o0 ® 
abour in indigence 
and Pourr- 
tic. 


FINIS, 


The worker before written,” are they,inths 
-  whith every chriftianſhouldbe exerci- 
| | bu neig bbour . | | 


